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Introduct on

The Lu f t wa f f e "r_' i   h Comm .nd col l e c t ed i nf or mat i on f or t h e pur po   e of

a Gaembl i nt d a t a f or a i r wa r f a r e . I n   o d o; ng , ev er 3r e f f or t wa a made t o

ob t a i n a c ompl e t e p i ct t  r e of t he mi l i t a r y c apab i l i t i e   anct i ndu   t r i s 7
.

pvtential of all countriea with whom conflict was within the realm of

poGsibilitie . In thi  manner, the moat vulnerable attack objectiveQ

c ou l d b e i de r.t i f i ed f or t h e Ge r man a i r ope r at i on   c omma.nd .

Zh e i n t e l l i gen ce pr oce   a i G def i ned 3
.n a   t udy o.

C t he St h (? ti l i t a r y

1
Science) Luftwaffe General Staff Division, iated ?O  pril 19  ., a  follows:

 

nOn e c a.n d ef e   .
t t he en e  r onl y i f ane know  h i m. Th e n i l i t a r y cc   - an der 9

mu s t t h er e f or e b e   f u l l y zwar e of a l l happen i ng   and c i r cwn-

  t   .n ce R p er t a i ni ng t o ,
 
  ,    ̀   own cc  ioa t zone . Th ey ;nu   t mz k e ey er y e f f or t"   ` i

t o un c ov er t h e wea lrn e   4e s , s t r engt h f a c t or s , a r  pl an a oi' t h e enemy

,
1  .•by anticirating development    the er.emy  i_

tuation that is in

  c on   t ant f l ux . "

nObtaining intelligence information and evaluating the enemy are there-

fcre important prerequi ites for the succea ful conduct of warfare."

"Luftwaffe intelligence activitie  extend from the outset over all

'
ar ea n i n  rh i c r t h e t hr ee s e r   i c e c c orlc3u ct op er a t i on e . T h e Ai r For ee

intelli;ence coverG vaQt areaQ

1
Karl ruhe Collection.
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  l-.oGe wi dt h a nc: d :-p t h t r < :  s cend   's r b ey ond t h f  b oun da r i E   a s c i gr:ed

t o hi':  y az    ati•y head -.u a r t e r   er.l :
h  Ted i n t he came t er r i t or y . ''

"   i r i nt c l l i gen ce mu Gt e.
b ov e a i l pr o :-i d e t he c: a t a   'or cor ba t t i ng

t he en er:y   .i r f or ce and =or l aun ch i ng a i r a t t z ck   , a  , .
ir  ct t he

enea y reGaurcec in order to destroy them ."

"The er_
tire intell .gence n raratu  subordinates itself to this

guide line, and a11 means Gertie this end. %  For thi  purpo4e,

: __.
_:•;.=.   : .one mu s t t a k e i nt o a c cau nt t h a t , b e cau Ge of t he r ap i d l 3  s hi f t i ng

 ituatien  in air warfare, the ene: y  ituation iG  ub ect to

'
canRtant changec. . uick action is therefore mandatory, if one Gtill

4,̀ 3 r i
t S t 0 GC Or e   L1C C e S g e a ,

l'

" I n t he ca   e of t t e t i r For ce , t h e   r i nc   nl e uc T- l i e a Far t i ci:l a r l y

t ha t t he  
.n

t e l
.
l i gen ce pr oce s s   e r ve   i t s pur po s e onl y , i f i t ?  ake s

u ce of ever y   o  ni b l e Gcu r ce of i nf on:T,a t i on arzd l f t he i nt E l l i g en ce

,   i c   ;r oper l y d i s t r i but   und ar r i v e s i r. t i me Gt t h e p oi nt  ah ere i t

c4n 't,e u ced f or on er a t i ona l nl a rulin g   nd can b e c onv er t e3 i nt o

effective mjlitary action."

T ie r e c ent l y f or m6d  :en Qr a l fi t a f r of t he Lii t ti•;a f f e r ea l i zed f r om t h e

ou t s e t t ha t t h e a i r f or c e r  o•al c hav e a. d ec i s i v e e i f e c t on t h e en e.  y caFab i l i t i e s

cnl y i f :  11 i :, ̀ ' er mr .t   on f cr ^t r a t egi c a i r w  •f ar e of t h i s t y n e k er e
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already lffiown in peacetime. On the basis of past experience, it was  m-

possible to obtain such data in wartime; they could only be aupplemented.

In the German directive on air warfP.re, entitled Luftkrie fuehrut  , Air
 

'   Q
.

 

1 `^   1,
  Y   + 1 .   I Par Par 2

 
Hi i.is  16, reprint of March 19 0,   . ?9 _ 101 (  . 80  this is stated

a s f ol l ows :

"Wartime recon.nai4sanc® is based on peacetime intelligence."

"The information obtained in peacetime is generally decisive for the

inttial employment of the air force."

"In the further course of operations it often saves new reconnaissanca

_
flights that waste time, necessitating onl  a s upplementation or re-

evaluation of available intelligence."

"Peacetime intelligence activities produce the ba ic information that

cannot be obtained during hostilities or only at great difficulties."

Par . ]1 1 . of t he above di r ect i ve cont a i ns t he f ol l awi ng st at ement g:

.
+ "The battle for   resources and for   $ logistical support is essentially

a struggle involving fjxed installations.  •'ost of theee exist already

in peacetime and are immobile. The expansion of exieting inqtallatione

and the creation of new facilities- confronts the wartime sir reconnaissance

with 3
.mpor

tant problema. However, the battle for resourcea ia initially

' conducted primarily on the basi  of information obtained in peacet3me ..."

2
Karlsruhe Collection.
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If t her e wa c t her ef or e a need f or pr epar i ng ex a ct dat a f or of f ens i v e

 trategic  ir operat ons   lready in peacetime, the same would be true of

de f ens i y e   u GC  Ons . An ef Te ct i v e c ef e ns e a gai nst enemrv F enet r at i ons i nt o

one   s own zone of i nt e r i or coul d t .e c onc?uct ed suc ce     f ul l y , onl y i f t he

strength and performance of potential ad •ersaries were exactly k
 nown

  bef or e t he out br e ak of hoGt i l i t i e s and i f t he  :i r For c e = i gh Corr nand

had a aiore or leGs correct idea of the productive capacity of the sa e

opponents. .

" The Ger man Arr  ed =or c e s and Luf t waf f e   :i gh Comr and s wer e f ul ]  awar e
 

rol t he s i gn i f i canc e of t he s e   r obl emG. The st ud i ec and c?i r e ct i v e s quot ed

in thi  Gtudy chow that they knew the theor-y; it   as their t. agedy, houever ,

that the political leader :nip did not draw the practical conclusiong thst

were essential.

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

- -

Chapter Cne

I. The Or anization of Intellieence Collection and Evaluation

The Luftwaffe intelligence collection functions were not uniffed. The collecting

agenciea were usually not the same as those responsible for eva.
luation. In peace-

time the information collecting funetions were primarily assigned to the Pere i  "

.Br  a  Counterintelligence Office, Armed Forces High Command (Amt OBW/Abwehr,
 Aus-

land . The German Air Force High Command addresssd its requirernents to this agency.

 uite apart from this intelligence agency, the Luftwaffe had its own organizations

which will be analyzed in the following pages.

 
In wartime, the emphasis in the collection of ;nformation shifted to the

organic Luftwaffe agencies since wartime esr:ionage obvious y operates under more

difficult circum tances.

The following sections will describe the collectiug agencies in detail.

a. The Collectin  A encies  j iission, Organizatior , and Operations)

1 . OKW, Amt Abwehr / Au s l and ( Fe   e  ' h  Count er i nt e l l i gence C  'f i ce ,
'

Armed Forces Eigh Command)

The most important peacetime collecting agency was the   ' el 

  3
Counterintelligence Gffiee, Armed Forces High Command•

The mi sion of this agency was to collect intelligence ab oad, to prepere

sabotage operations for the event of hostilities, and

3
For the organizational structure of this agency  see Appendix I.
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to conduct counterintell igence operations.

The following quotation fully describes the mission, organization,

4
and development of this agency:

"In 1934 Canaris, then a captain in the Ger an Navy, was appointed

commander of the Sc inemuende Fortress with every indication that he

was headed for peacefvl military retir+ra ent. At that time, however,

the chief of the then small 0ounterintelligence Branch in the Reich

War Ministry, Csptain C. Patzig (Navy) suggested unexpectedly that

Canaris be made his successor. Raeder (Tr: Chief of the Germaa Navy)

approved this choice, and Canaris started his career as chief of the
 

German counterintelligence service on 1 January 1935."

"The modest German counterintelligence aervice rapidly grew out of

all proportions. Since Hitler had taken over  all financisl limitationa

had disappeared. Hitler considered the counterintelligence service

as an imnortant  nstrument of power. And since he had a personal liking

_
 

f or Canar i s , t h e l a t t e r wa s abl e t o dr aw tia l i lni t ed f unds . "
  ,

QAfter Blomberg 's departure, the Rsich War Ministry was dissolved

in 1938 and the Armed Forces High Comrnand wa$ organized w ader geitel's

cominand. Canaris and his counterintelligence agency operated directly

then
under geitel andAHi

tler in person, being responsible to nobody else.

As senior office chief in the Armed Forces Eigh Co  n,an
d, Canaris was

Keitel 's deput r. This was a considerable concentration of power in the

hands of one single man who furthermore had more access to inforrnation

than anyone eacepting very few . Canaris collected everything worth

  Karl Bartz, Die Tra oedie der deutschen Abwehr (The Tragedy of German
Counterintel ence Pil im Verla Zuerich 1955, F! 13-7-

8•
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knowing, being curious by nature; aG a result, few things escaped his

attention.
"

In  
" 

 
1935 the Counterintelligence Branch was redesignated Foreign

Counterintelligence Group. Later, in 1Q 9, the extenGive organization waa

r  esignated Fereign Counterintelligence Office. The gigantic

agency alon  the Tirp tz Bank (Tr : Of the Spree River in Berlin) absorbed

one privste building after another."

"In 1q38 the Co• nterintell igence Group was composed of five major branches

that remaiaed in existence until the agency was aboli hed. These were:

  Branch I, an important activity, first directe :  by Colonel Piepenbrock and

later by Colonel Hansen. Thi  branch wa  the real center of foreign counter-

intelligence, consisting of overt and covert co1.
l
.ec

tion of information. The

     
,branch was subdivided into  uch sections as IIi - HPer ( Arrny),^

    -e
 

+ cn
  ; c   t.I L - Lu f t (  t.e         c.  Ai r }

, I M ( ' Navy }
, IT - Te chni k (Ts chni cal

n  
,. ,,    

,C' i ;:-T..   r., tY i Oti . .
Intelligence}, IWi - Wirtschaft (Economics Intelligence), IG - Geheimwe en •   

•

- (Secret Inte113 ence   obtained thro h photo an d ress anal 4is,g   P Y

 
JP. 

rd.y.J
detection of secret ink s, etc .

)
, and IJ - Funk (Radio Intercent  )

."

"Branch I collected information which waS passed on for evaluation --

often however with a preliminary interpretation -- to the arpropriate general

staff divisions of the service concerned, be it Ar y, Navg or 9ir Force. The

Armed Forces Operations Staff under the direction of Generaloberst

(General) Jodl also received intelli _ence
through Branch III ar the Foreign

Branch ." ,

"Branch II was the central agency for sabotage activities. It was

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8
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respon ible for training representatives oF dissatisfied m:inoritie4 and

alGo GermanG abroad for future sabotage ? isGions. The tasks of the agents

wor k i ng f or t h i s br anch wer e d i f f i cu l t and v er-, 
danger ou s . They car r i ed out

acts of sabotage in er.emy countrie , destroyed ships, aircraft, manufacturing

plants, brid€es, etc."

"This branch was also responsible for insurrections and minority control

i n s ne n3r c ount r i e s . Par t of i t was t he   ubs equent l 3r or gani z ed 3r ande nbur g

Division. It was activatc:d in 193=3 under the cover designatior. of Construction

Training Company Brandenburg. It soon achieved regimental strength, and by

19  .2 i t wa s r e` e s i gnat e d ns a di v i s i on . "
 

" t the begir  ing of 1c1 0 one battalion each of thia force was stationed

at Brandenburg, in the vicinity of Vienna, an ? at Dueren in the Rhine Provir_ce.

The personnel were mainly composed of ethn c Germans or of aliens

Gpeakina a foreign language, most of whom kere convinced tiational Sociali ts.

Their mission was to parachute  nto a designated Urea, dressed in the uniform

 
of t he r e   _•e c t i v e c ount ry , and t o cr eat e c onf u s i on by car r yi ng out a c t s of

sabotage,  ̂ach as demolitions. They were the forerunners   f the British and

Amer i c an c om:na,ndo r ai c er s . "  

"Chier of Bra_nc
h II and it  operat3_ona

l forces was Major Grosscourth

until 1C 3G, Golonel La,
houGen until 1943, and Colone=  von Fre *tag-Loringh.oven

af t er t he summer of 1Q4   . " •

"Branch III was responcible for counteresnionage. It was  ubdivided

i nt o I I I  i   Ar rr y Se ct i on of Dr z nch I I I )
,
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I I T L ( Ai r For ce Sect i on of Br anch I I I )

, I I I b  - (Navy Se ct i on of Br anch I I I )
,

and III '+Ji (Economics Section of Branch III). In addition, there was a qub-

section whose integration into Branch III iG supposed to have been an organiaat-

ional mistake. This sub;ection III F, whose chief was Captain Protze (Ns.vy
)
,

was responsible for sending agents abroad, where they were to attempt to

infiltrate enEmy counterintelligence agencies."

"The counterintelligence personnel collaborated closely with the Reich

Security Office (Tr: Nazi Farty agency of the SS), for the police, not the

counterintelligence agencies, were the 1aw enforci.ng organQ in casesof

  pun i s hab l e of f ens e s . T' .

"The German Armed Forces had never been granted jurisdiction over all

means of preventing acts of sabotage and espionage against the military

f or c e s of t he Re i ch . An agr eement wi t h t he Prus : i an ?  .
i ni s t er s of War and

wer e
of the Interior, dated 1869, ctipulated that the policeh

  responsible

for combatting enemy espionage. The secret police ba ed its juri9dictional

•

,claim on this agreement, and the counterfntelligence a encies acquie ced

Gince  +.ar  Reserne officers on active counterintelliger.ce duty,who had

returned to the service after mar y years of civilian life, were able to adjust

because of their  ractical experienee in the  ecret police service. Covert

intell igence, however, wa:  and remained a counterintelligence fnnetion."

"The Forei n Branch, whi.c
h was later elevated to g ,oup level, was the

central agency to which the
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German military attaches assigned to foreign countriea reported. There, all

re; orts and inforrnation originating from thece military diplomats were collected;

valuable information was transmitted to the Armed Forces High Comr and (Keitel} 

the  rmed Forces Operations Staff (Jodl), and the .
Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

This branch was under the direction of ? ear Admiral Buerkner who was Canaris'

deputy."

"The Central Branch (Abteilun  Z -- Zentralabteilun ) was originally

responsible for administrative matters exclusively. Because of its chief ' 

aggre siveness, however, this branch developed into the most importe.n
t agency

of the counterintelligence office. This chief, Colonel -- later General -- 

Oster, was the cause of the eventual dawnfall of r  litary counterintelligence."

"Before Oster became chief of the Central Branch, he had been in charge of

the seetion or desk responsible for counterintelligence

activities in government agencies, which waa part of Branch IIIc. In this

capacity he had made many per onal contacts with chiefs of government e.genc
ies."

 
 "Created as a
  • central administrative agency, #3he Central   anch was at

f 
.xs

t responsible for administering the tremendou4 counterintelligence

organization. IInder its    isdiction operated the comptroller, the agentst

card index file9, the legal section, and tr,e passport agency . But Oster

enlarged his sphere of influence. He maintained contacte with the National

Socialist Psrty via Cw nt Helldorf and to tre Reich Security Office via

t he chi ef of t he cr i mi na l di v i s i on , Nebe , who was   n char ge of Of f f ce V

(Amt V -- Reich4krim.
inalpolizei) -- the Asich Crimi.na

l Police"
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 "Oster beeame the sole point of contact with civilian agencies. All

dat a wer e
incoming reports and information   $ channeled through his branch, p8ssed

wt.  t -through his message center, and then dispatched to the vsrious other branches. 

We s ha l l l at er s e e t he s i gn i f i canc e of t r.i s pr oc.e
dur e . "

"Thi s agency er pl oy i ng some   .00 of f i cer s an d t en t hausands of agent s

was presided over by Admiral Canaris."

The above axplanations pertaining to the mission and organization of

agency
the central     responsible for collecting intelligence must be

amplified by the statement that the intelligence service was organized in

  f i e l d "
a decentralized manner fram the outset. Counterintelligence agenc

ies were

established at the 7 -- later 12 -- military district headquarters and naval

station headquarters; after the reorganization of the Armed Forces, these

agencies were a signed to the corps headquarters.

  f i e l d
The mission of the various counterintelligence agencies depended on their

geographical   location and the capability derived therefrom. Thus,
_

for instance, Koenigsberg and Breslau served primarily as outposts totirard

the East; Kassel, Wiesbaden, Stutitgart, and Muenster toward the West; Hamburg

was th
e
center fcr France and overseas areas, includirg Great Britain after

about 1938; Munich and Vienna served for the Balkans; Nuremberg F.nd Dresden

for Czechoslovakia and Poland .

The counterintelligence field agencieQ were organized on the Game

principle as the central,o
ffice
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in Berlin. Dvring the war special field agencies were added to collect

information from prisoners of war and to carry out counterespionage activitiea

in the prisoner of war enclosures.

The Luftwaffe headquarters and staffs had no intelligence collecting

agencias of their own. As mobile and extremely flexible war-time comnand

agencies, they were not  uited for assuming rigid a signmenta of this type.

On the other hand, each senior headquartera of the Luftwaffe had one cotim ter-

intelligence officer in the intelligence branch or section who was responaible

for handling borderline cases and maintaining contact with the intelligence

  collecting agencies at the corps  military district) level.
 

The  perati.ne procedures of .
the German intelligence collectfng agencies

and the central organization -- P o es     Counterintelligence Office,

were
Armed Forces High Coimnand --    no different fram those used by the espionage

and intelligence services of other ma or Powers. It is therefore unnecessary

to go into details within the framework of thiQ study.
 

2. Radio Intercept Service

One of t he mos t i m port ant s our aes of i nf ormat i on on t he mi l i t ary or gani za t -

ion and strength of adjacent and -- in wartime -- enemy nat3ons was the radio

intercept service. Both the  rm9 and Navy had their awn radio intercept

serviees, which obtained information for their own top-level command staffs

as well as for the Luftwaffe High Command and which rendered outstanding

 ervices in peace and war. The information produced by
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these intercept services was tran mitted from the central agency directly

to the Air Force High Command and from the field agencies to interested field

headquarters of the Luftwaffe and thus also through channels to the Air.Force

High Command.

The cooperation with the Navy 's intercept  ervices waG particularly

g ood . Thi s wa s of gr e at advant age dur i ng   oi nt oper at i ons , Guch as t he

breakout of the German Navy acro s the Channel and the German attacks on

.
Allied convoys in the Arctic.

The Luftwaffe interceLt_serv
ice performed aE well as its counterpart

 
or anizationg of the other two services. It could have been an extremelyg

valuable source for obtaining or supplementing elements of information,

if the evaluation had been properlry organized. But this was never the case 

ne i t her bef or e nor d
.ur i ng t he war .

The r ad i o i nt er c ept s erv i ce - - much l i ke t he re st of t he Luf t waf f e

  intelligence service -- was almost a private sphere of Genaral Martini,

the Luftwaffe Forces Inspector. The radio intelligence service had been

organized by N' artini primarily according to signal comna.vn
ications principleq.

The chi ef of t he s i gnal c o  nnun i cat i on s sy's t em had a Luf t waf f e cry pt ogr aph i c

 
agency which acted as central clearing poii t for acsigning miGsions,

evaluation, and deciphering operations. The results of the work done by

the field agencies were collected at this center, where thep were deciphered

and evalusted, if necessary. The center had no receiver or direction-finding
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equipment at its disposal.

The field agencies res onsible for radio intercept service proper were

5
the following:

North-Wectern E arope: Radio Monitoring Statior. of Second gir Force at

Te l gt e ne ar MuenGt er i n We st pha.
l i a  wi t h

Fie1s1 Station W 12 at Telgte and

Field Statfon W 22 at Husum-M.ilstedt in Schleswig  

   'Hol st ei n.
  -

ThwaA ctAtinne cavArAd GreA-Britain  Belgium  Holland  Denmark, and Scandinavia.
Sout hWest ers    u•ope : Radi o Moni t or i n  St at i on of Thi rd   .i r Force at

 
Oberhaching-Jeisenhofen near Munich in Bavaria with

Field Station W 13 at Oberhaching 

n n W 23 at Baden-Baden, a.n
d

n n W 33 a t rSai nz- Gi nshe i m•

These stations covered France and its North African

colonies, the Iberian Peninsula, and Italy. 

5
Fx tracted from a study by Oberst a.D .

(Col., Ret.
) Gottschling.

(garlsruhe Collection).
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$out h- East ern 8ti ir ot e e Radi o Nsoni t or i n  St at i on of Fourt h Ai r Forc e at

Vienna with

Fi e1d St at i on i  1I . at Hi r schst et t en and a

Special Field Station at Budapest--Matyasfoeld.

These stations covered the BalkAns, Turkey, and were

given special m3.ss
ions concerning Russig and Poland.

Eastern Europet Radio_
Monitorine Station of First Air Force at

.
Pu].sni t z i n Saxor y wi t h

Fi el d St at j on iT ll at Br es l au (at t he begi n  of t he war ,

" ' t h t -is sta ion was attached to Station w 4 and redesignated W 21{.
)
,

Field Station 21 at Deutsch-Krone in Po neranie, and

.
Field Station 16 (at the beginning of the war, this station

waa redesignated Tr  ]1) at Kobbelbude near Koenigsberg.

On principle,this orga.nization of the radio intercept  aervice appeared

.
  to the onlooker as a very effective a.n

d proper solution permitting caverage

of L ,irope and ad3acent areas. The stations and field stations had the best

available technical equipment and elite personnel. However, the deficiencies

. .
of the i uftwaffe intercent servic® were not based on faulty organization or

equipment, they were sole y caused by the type of missions the service was

given aad by the local•and central evaluation of the information produoed

by t he Chi ef of t he Si gnal Comamxnci at i ons Syst em.
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Th e r ad i o moni t or i ntV 4t a t i on s r ec e i ve d t h e i r mi e s i on c f r om t h e Ch i ef

c   the Si :nal Co -nunicatzons System anc had.
to report to him the results

of t h e i
.r

i nt e r c ept a c t i v 3
_
t i e s . Hi s Luf t waf f e cr -,,rnt ogr a ph i c agen cy t r an s-

mitted the radio intercept in_
formation to the general staff division

r e ; p an s i bl e _̀' or i nt e l l i ger.c e i n t h e   i r For ce Hi gh Com.mand - - t he 5t h

Division -- which in turn disseminated thi^ inrorr atxon to the intelligence

of f i ce r s c f ma j or f i e l d h ead qu ar t e r s f or   rhom i t tira s r e a l l
,y

d es t i n ed .

It is obviou  thgt thi  type of organi ation was faulty insofar as

the a=signment of missions and the evaluation of information were concerned .

  The r ad i o i nt er c e pt s e r v i ce coul d on 1 T su pp l emer t or conf i r m t h e ot her '

sourcec of information; for this reason, the assignmer.t of mission;  and

the airect evaluatson of results should have been the respon ibility of the

a ency in charge of ,interpreting the over-all  ntelligence  ituation. This

was not tne Chief of the Signal Com. nun
ications System , but the 5th Division

of the Air Force General Staff. The aseignment of missions should not have

' 
b een     DC f or mul a t ed a s r e : s i r er:ent s ;   n s t ead , d e t a i l ed or d er s sh oul d

have been issued to the field ager_c
ies, and t: e evaluation should have been

carried cut in close collaboratior  with the other branches and sections of the

intelligence divicion. This was the only poGsible means of producing quick

results in evaluating i
.n
formation from radio intercepts.

  t h e r mor e , i n or c7e r t o i mme  i a t e l
,y

t r an s l e.
t e i r por t ant me s s ag e s i   t o

military operations it would h :ve been necessary to establish c=ose operational

c ont ac t s be t we s n t h e f i e l d a.genc i e s and t he i n t e l l i gen c e of f i ce r s of t h e a i r

f or ce s and per hap s d.
l s o of t h e a i r c or p G. Th e c ': a.nr e l s of in e s s age t r an smi s s i on
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would thus have been doubled or tr®bled, but without causing any del.ay.
On

the contrary  the radio intercept service would have fully accomplished its

purpose since the reports would have   resulted in immediate military '

action. 8eports referring to enemy units that were taking off or ware in

the air, for instance, were without value tc  field headquarters, if they

were made available on the next day or even later because of unnecessary

detours.

This author reQnembers that it was not until 191+O w
hen he was appointed

chi ef of at af f of an ai r f or ce headquar t er s  
t hat he f i r at heard of r adi o

  intercept activities. At that time, a book was submitted to him, giving

detailed reports on the acti sitiies of the radio intercept s®rvice during

the preceding months. Thia book had been publi hed by the Chief of Signal

- Communications; it gave factusl data on the radio traffic thst llad been

The book
intercepted, but most of the inf omation was outdated. I  ,also gave an

estimate of the situation which naturall.y was incomplete and part]tiy wrongi
because of the fact that it was entiriiy based on radio interc:epta that

had not been coordinated with information from all other intelligence sources.

5uch a s i t uat i on was unt enabl e , at l east f or commosnd st af f s i n t he f i el d .

During the war it was not changed by any f ndamental organizational modificat-

ions or by a switch in the cbain of camnmand; instead, whatever changes there

were  these were made practicall,p in every theater as the result of the

personal initiative of senior field commanders
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and lower echelon commanders of radio intercept unita.

The iaolation and secrecy of the radio intercept service were 8o accentuated

at the beginning of the war that even senior commanders d ad not have acceas

to fielrl stations operatix  in the area under their  urisdiction. The suthor

r emember s t hat i n 1941  when he was chi ef of s t af f of an s i r f or ce headqn,ar t er a 

he was to be denied entry to a field station when he intended to te lce personal

iaterest in the opere,tions of the radfo intercept aervice. General Msrtfni

had interdicted access to everybbdy. This interdiction was snbsequent],y
lifted

selected
to such an aztent that a certain number of p̂erso  el were permitted to visit

 

redio monitoring fie] d stations and to establish officiel contact with the

In
officers in.c

harge of theae  tations. E  other theaters this had been anthorized

previously upoa request of senior field comman,ders. But there were no clear-

cut channel s of co omm n.i cat i on nor were anp such channel s es 'fi•abl i shed duri ng

the course of the war. On the other hand, cooperation in the field worked in s

  relative],y satisfactory manner even without official reg zlations so that the

radio fntercept reports were transtnitted to field he 3quarters also directZry

during the later covrse of ths war. This transmi sion of reports took place

either by telephone or by teletype commi,m ication.

The F'i  t h Ai r Force J  went f art her i n maki ng use of t he radi o i nt er cept

service, carrying out the follcwing interesting experiment. After havin,g obaerved

that  reconnaissance and operational inissions against Scape Flow and
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northern Scotland were no longer feasible because of the tight fighter acraen

controlled -
t hat was   by r adar and r adi o , a moni t or wa s added t o t he cr ews of

ai r cr af t f l
tiy i ng m 

.s s i ons i n t hat ar ea af t er s pr i ng 191,.2 . The moni t or s ee l ec t ed
,

spoke perfect $nglish and were able to rnonitor the ground-sir traffic

originating from Scoto  airfields. In this manner the Germans succeeded in

changing the route of approaching sircraft or turning in a different direction

so that the British fighters could not intercept the German attackers.

In 191N2 a secondary radio intercept field station was established in

nort hern Norvay t o moni t or t he radi o t r af f i c of conomoer ci al ve ss el s f ormi ng

 
convoys and of the naval ships protecting these vessels. This field station

was equipped to intercept also the radio traffic of Rusgian armed forcea,

above all air force units. Whereas the results of monitoring Russian traffic

were good because the Soviet personnel often sent plain tezt messages, the

operations geared toward intercepting naval radio traffic in the North Sea

wer e unsat i s f act orp . Iu summaer 191 .2 occurr ed a mi shap t hat l ed t o t he co  ai t - 

ment of sizeable German forces. The radio intercept Gtation reported the pre-

sence of a strong British naval unit in the i.nnnediate vicinity of the northern

.
Norrregian coast. IIpon query the station confirmed ita report  indicating that

the sound volt  e of the radio traffic gave every assurance of the presence

of strong enemy naval forces in the immediate proaimity of the coast.  
.e

Zuftwaffe thereupon committed reconnaissance and combat aircraft  whiah

however were unable to find
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any i
.n
dications of the presence of ho tile force . 6 number of sorties

wer e f l own by t he s e ai r cr af  t s o t hat t he radi o i nt er cept r epor t t i ed down

c ons i d er abl e f or c e s . P1o enemy f or ce s wer e l ocat ed a l ong t he ent i r e ext en s i v e

a.r e a of t he nor t her n Ar ct i c Oc ee.n . The Luf t waf f e Hi gh Comr  and t her eupon

ordered an inquiry as a re ult of which it was established that the radio

traffic that had been interceoted originated from a British naval unit

 perating in the Mediterranean. The identical traffic had been intercepted

by the monitaring services located in Italy.

9s concluding statement regarding the radio intercept service one might

`
quot e t he f ormer chi ef of t he St h Di vi s i on (  izl i t ar y Sci ence ) of t he Luf t -

6
waffe General Staff:

"The radio interce t 9ervice waQ controlled by the Chief oz" the

Signal Communications System who used it accarding to the technical

principles of the signal communications system. This type of emFloyment

limited the effectivenes  of the radio intercept service  o that the•

intelligence value of this service was restricted. The intelligence

agencies were authorized to set up requirements, but they had no operational

control. . On the other hand, the radio intercept service (radio monitoring

service) attempted to produce and interpret ir telligence, which obviously

was inconclusive cince it omi.
tted other factors that were outside the

 phere of the radio intercept service. Radio intercept rer orts might have

6
Extracted from a study written after the war on the Von Rohden project.
(Karlsruhe Collection).
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played an important role in the intelligence activitiee 
for the methodology

and facilities had been sufficiently refined for that purpose. That the

organizational structure was not adjusted is typical for the shortsighted-
I

  ness of the German military leadership and its ignorance of the Gignificance

of intelligence in the conduct of military operations.rr

3. Ai.r
Force Attaches

The primary misGion of sir force attaches was to observe the air force,

civil aviation, and aircraft industry of the host country and to give current

reports. Up to 1935 they receiv d their instructions from the Secretary of

 
Aviation via the Attache Group of the Reich gir  a a  Ministry, and as of

1 February 1939 f r am t he Chi ef of t he Zuf t waf f e Gener a l St af f t o wh,om t he

Attache Group was cubordinated at that ti
.me.

The air force attaches could have and should have been an important

 ource of intelligence information since they were experts who were capable

of obtaining an immediate impression of conditions in their respective

_

countries. Moreover, they could have been used for checking intelligence

information obtained from other sources and for verifying its accuracy .

i nc tmibent
But s i nce ne i t her t he v ar i ous chi e f s of s t af f nor t he chi e f s of t he at t a cheA

groups considered these spheres of activity as particularly important, the

air force attaches did not produce as much intell igence as would have been

possible, neither in peacetime nor during the war, when they were anyhow

confined to allied or neutral countries
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exclusively. The entire organization was not 3ret properly ad usted, the

t op- l ev e l cormaan.  . wa s not suf f i c i ent l y i nt er e s t ed , and t h e per s onne l wer e

not of such a caliber that this lack of interest could have been compensated

f or by out s t andi ng per f ormanc e s .

.
The f ormer chi ef of t he gt h Di vi si on (Mi l i t ary Sci ence ) of t he Luf t waf f e

7
General Staff writes on this sub sct as follows:

  The air force attaches serving with Germa.n
diplomatic missions abroad

produeed good results for some time. According to Goering  s decision,

t he at t ache s wer e no t of f i cer s wi t h t he be s t mi l i t ar y qua l i f i c at i ons ,

- F b r 1 the "Attache Grou " wasas they should have been. In e rua y 939 P

shifted to the control of the 5th Division. At that time its chief was

 ̀.a or
Von Cramon. He considered that his most importa.n

t task was to

represent the Luftwaffe by socisl contacts with foreign attaches, much

less to obtain intelligence 3
.n
formation. Lack of time prevented direct

  contact between intelligence a.n
d attache personnel before the outbreak

of war , "

It is obvious that those resgonsible for these deficiencies were the

r e s pec t i v e Luf t waf f e Chi ef s of St af f and t he Chi ef s of t he 5  Di v i s i on .

They should have i
.n
tervened, if they had been interested sufficiently in

the attache service. According to the tables of organization for general

staff officers, the attache positions should have been filled by general

7
Extracted from a study written after the war on the Von Aohden pro ect.

(Karlsruhe Collection).
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s t af f of f i cer a i n order t hat of f i c er s be a s s i gned t o such pos i t i on s   'ho

wer e pr oper l
,y equi pped t o t ake car e of t he i r mi s s i on wi t h t he gr eat e s t of

ease. In this manner, the attaches were subordinate to the chief of staff

in their capacity of general staff officers, even though the attache group

was not subord3nate to him until 1939• gowever, the shortage of general staff

oEficers -- particularly older ones who were suitable for assignment to

attache positions -- made it necessary to assign other old officers who

of t en l acked t he qual i f i cat i ons and abt l i t y t o j  a dge t hat were so ess ent i al .

This happened  costly in cases when Goering or P ,ilch instructed the Personnel

•
Office to appoint one of the3r favorites or friendQ to such a desirable

8
position.

The means available to sir force attaches to collect intell igence infor-

mation were as follows:

To obtain information from the political and abowe all the military

• leaders of the host country;

To request information from these persons or the agencies they headed;

To make observations during inspections of troops and by participating

in maneuvers;

To study the press and military literature published in the host country;

To gather inpression during personal contacts with officers and other

8
For assignm.en

ts to Luftwaffe attache positions, see Appendix II of the

yearbook of the German Air Force, 1939, pp. 124 - 6
.
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representatives; and

To exchange intelligence with the attaches of other countries.

In their inGtructions the German military attaches were forbidden to

use agents and to carry out espionage in person. Moreover, they had no

f und s f or s uch a pur po s e .

It is obvious that the sttachest means of obtaining intelligence were

relatively closely limited, especially if the host country refused to cooperate

for political reasons. In man y instances, they had to resign themQelves to

producing general Qituation reports.

•
For this reason the attache, reports varied greatl,,y.

Each service attache

reported on his sphere of interest, the ps my attache on Ar  matters, the

the
naval attache on Navy, and the Air Force attache on the gir Force of the host

country. Because of the shortage of suitable personnel, the functions of two

and sometimes of all three services were accompli hed by one person in certain

• countries (See, Append x II). For the same reasons, one attache occasionallp

took care of several countries. In important countries or nations that were

of miltary-political significance, the attachee were assigned assistants --

the Luftwaffe attache usuall,jr had an aspistant who was a technician.

Before disnatching their reoorts, the attaches of the various services

submitted them to the chief of the diplomatic mission who had to certify

the accuracy of the information or indicate hiG dissent in political matters,

if such was the
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case.

The r e por t a wer e t r r  nG.m
i t t ed by t h e Mi n i s t r y of For e i gn  l f f ai r s , whi ch

elso received a copy of all wrftten naterial having political implications,

to the attache groups of the three services and to the Foreign Branch,

Counterintelligence Office, grmed Forces High Command. These agencies were

responsible for transmitting the reports to interested personnel, above all

those engaged  
.n

intelligence activities.

Despite the many personnel and organizationa.
l deficienciea, the reporta

  ,  , ,  ,
/   ,.

of the service were generally factual. But they often failed to impresfi the
 

•

milit and oliticsl leader of the Reich and occa iona even a earedary p a s lly pp

unbelievable because too mar y agencies were engaged in collecting intelligence

independently from one another . Particularly harmf zl in this connection was

the so-called Auslandsor anization (Foreign Organization) which was first

y, ormer
under Ribbentrop 's jurisdiction and then under Bohle. AnLuftwaffe intelligence

• of f i cer wr i t e s on t hi s subj e ct a s f ol l ows :

"An evil cancerous growth was the part Ribbentrop '  and Bohle s Foreign

Organization took upon its lf in obtaining intelligence. Reports f rom

their a ents who were di e' ants lacki com lete in lflnow-how andg     P l Y

experience, reached civilian governmental agencie  -- for instance from

T irkey. These agencies used the information for their purposes and mainly

for political ends, creating unrest and leading af necessity to

9
Extracte  from a study by Oberst a.D. (Col., Ret.) Morell. (Karlsruhe

Colle tion).
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wrong political decisions."

How far the political leadership went in it$ attempts to influence the

reporta of the attachea can be gathered from the following ezcerpts  rc  a

book written by the former German military ettache in.I
taly who had held thia

10
pos i t i on .f or many year as •

' ". . . The r el at i ve wealmes s of t he It al i a.n-Armed For ces was  mown t o t he

Italian leaders, and it•played its part in the political decisione made

in 1939."

"Only Hitler ead Mussolini ref iaed to acknowledge these facts. Based

_ on my reports and on those written by other officers, the Inte113gence

Branch of the gr  General Sta.ff prepared a eecret ataff stuc  during

the winter 1938-39, in which the strong point8 and weaknesaea of the

Italian Army and industrial capacit  were established on the basis

of factual data. It vas not until after the war that I found out that

  Hitlsr had ordered this stuc y to be withdrawn and deetroyed becauee

he conaidered it to be  rrong that German military agenoies be f rnished

such a clear and unsatisfaetory picture regarding the armed forcea of

a f ut ur e al l y-. "

"The General Staff   attempt to prevent Hitler's disastrous policy

neekin  this
of . 811i ance and of Zrr eci

_ y it at i na a war wss t her ef or e un  ncce saf  il :

the effort to describe Ital • s military   tential obiectively h
r ad

proved ineffective."

10    
  nno von Ri nt el en, N us sol i   ,i . al s Bunde sAenos se (Mus sol i n3 as 917. 

) .

Memoi r s of t he German Mi l i t ary   t t ache i n Rome , 1936 - 19 +3 • P •   •
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"In spring 1939, during 8
 
v LFit to Berlin, I was told to report to the 

Reich Foreign 2 i
.ra
ister von Ribbentrop. He discussed the German political

plans to establish ever closer bonds with Ita y, expressing the opinion that

under Mussolini s leadership the Italian grmed Forces had become a new factor

in power politics. He intimated tha   should enphaGize this factor  more

strdngly than hitherto 
I replied that

r -G.?. .i
.  a Fa s c i s t I t a l   wi shf ul t h i nk i ng wa s f ar st r ong er t han . *e   l capab i l i t p i

. , I r e f us ed t o dev i at e f r̀ am f act ual r eport i ng . I had hi t her t o he l d

Von Ri bbent r op   s s t at e smans hi p and di pl omat i c abi l i t y i n l ow e s t e em, but

• the
this conversation convinced me that he lacked conmaon sense and strength

of character that were indispensg  le for his high position. I reportad his

. r e  ue s t i mmAdi at e l y t o Gener al Hal der , t he Arr  Chi ef of St a.f f . "

"Nt
,y efforts to keep reports of the Italian military potentiel outside

the aphere of propagande and to base them on facts were supnorted by the

l
  naval attache, Captain Lange, and the air force attache, G eneral F̀reiherr

fl
von Bu  low. But even so,the service attaches did not complete  succeed in

rectifying the optimistic eatimate on the Italian Navy and gir Fores given

by Von Blomberg after his visit in spring 1937. The Luftwaffe attache, in

particular, was faced by precanceived notions held at the Air Force
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Ministry."

This   uotation shows that the reports of air foree attaches were received

with skepticism by the Luftwaffe High Command, even if they originated from

a man of the stature of General von Buelow,  rho before this assfgnment held

the position of Chief, Air Intelligence Branch -- cubsequently the 5th

Di v i s i on of t he Luf t waf f e Gener al St af f .

1  . The Pr®as Gr ouy of t he Rei eh Ai r   M  .n i s t rg

The Press Group was another intelligence collecting agency in the Reich '

Air    Ministrp. This group was subordinate to the Central Office until

  spring 1939, thus funetioning under the supervision of the secretary of state.

It was mainly responsible for evaluating German news media up to this time.

It alse had the misGion of m8king air force propaganda in the German press

and motion picture industry. A spatematic exploitation of foreign news media

for the purpose of collecting intelligence was initiated at the beginn3ng

of 1939, when the group was intsgrated into the 5th Divisi©n of the Luftwaffe

 

General Staff and some basic personnel changes were made. The period until

the outbreak of host lities, however, was too 4hort for building up a f lly

effective target designation service as a result of pre-war interpretation.

gside from its intelligence functions, the Press Group continued to carry

out the censorship mission over the German press, which it had held from

the out$et. Thia cenaorship function extended over matters published per- •

aerial
taining to the Luftwaffe and the release of  photographs and reproductions

military equipment
of    belonging to the
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Luf t waf f e .

  1933 the Press Group was cam4posed initially of ezperienced news-

papermen who had been recalled to active duty. After its transfer tc  the

General Staff, the change in mission was taken into account and foreign langt  ge•

ezperts vere a$signed to the Group, who a1Go had sufficient militar rbackgrarond

to distinguish between easential and nonessential matters. Because of in-

sufficient time for preparation and a shorta,ge of per8onnel, thia group did

develop into  
not  

 •as
important   an intelligence agenc  aa it might

have done otherwise. A systemme tic exploitation of Western newa media, illustrated

 

0 1 t
•

  urna s, indus rial catalogt es, etc., might have provided extremely valuable

information for target indication. Because of the above-mentioned circum-

11
at ance s , t he Germana wer e unabl e t o f ul l y benef i t of t hi s sour ce of i nf ormat i on :

The procurement of foreign new$papers, 3ourna7s, •and othar militarily •

writings
important 

  was the responaibility of the ,
  (Sirherh e ts d ienit --

• Political Security Service). They were delivered at irregular intervals and

selected unsyatematically so that precise intelligence exploitation was imr-

poQeible for this reason, if Por no other. The military also tried to obtain

deairable materials through diplomatic channels or through the air attaches,

but bneountered considerable difficulties in obta3ning the necessary foreign

ezchange.

11
Through thia m edium the Americans obtained very intereeting information

on industrial targets in Japan.
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In summ arizing one may state that this group did not achieve satisfactory

results as an intell igence collecting agency throughaut the war.

Group
5• Strate ic ReconnaigQance   of the Luftwaffe High Command  Rowehl)

Ch:e of t he mo s t i mpor t ant and v al uabl e or gani zat i ons f or col l e ct i ng i nf or -

mation on conducting the air war operations both before and during ho tilitiea

Group
was the Strgtegic Reconnaissance   of tr.e Luftwaffe High Command. Oberst

(Col.
) Rowehl -- his name was usually used to designate the section -- was its

chi ef . I t s of f i c i a l de s i g nat i on wa s "Hi gh- A1.t i t ud e Fl yi ng Te at Agency . "

Its beginnings date back to 1930, when it waG a civilian agency that had

 
one aircraft chartered by the Counterintelligence Branch of the then Reich

Defense Ministry from "Luftdienst G.m.b.H."
(Air Service Corporation) -- a

civilian business firm.

After 1933 the squadron was first subordinate to the Counterintelligence

Branch of the Armed Force High Co mnand;  he Luftwaffe High Camma d had to

make requests to this higher headquarters for  II its requirements. It was 

not until 1936 that the former squadron that had meanwhile been erilarged to

group-size became subordinate to the Luftwaffe High Command.

12
Th s is how Group Rowehl developed its activities:

"The construction of fortifications in countries adjacent to the

German Reich wss naturally of interest

12
_Chronik der Aufklaerunas ruppe des Ob.d.L. in Kurzform (Abbreviated

Hi s t ory of t he Rs c onna i   s ance Gr oup of t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Co  tmand) by

Ober t a.D .
(Col., Ret.

) Rowehl.
(Karlsruhe Collection).
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to the Counterintelligence Branch of the Reich Defense Mtnistry. As an

s
serial photograph expert I was aked in 1930 to fly along the bord®re of

.
the Reich above German territory and to take oblique photographs of these

fortifications, a great number of which could be photographed with a tele-

scopic lenee. After these obli ue pictures had been taken  the nezt step

was to tske vertical ones, if only to conceal the true intentions. In order

to satisfy these requiraments and at the same t me take maximum precautions,

it was necessary to fly as high as possible. In this manner, the photographs

covered as much territory as possible while the aircraft flew along the

•

borders and at the same time the adjacent countries did not notice ar rthing.

A specially constructed Junkers 1  34 model for break3IIg high altitude records

was equipped with Hornet engines originating from America. This aircraft

r e a ched
. 20 , 0 00 f ee t wi t h ou t t r oubl e . "

"A sma11group of 3 men, 1 aircraft, some old photographic equipment dating

old
• from World War I, a fewAO  gen apparatus, and a little photographic shop  

f ormed t he rruc l eu s of t he Verag chs s t e l l a f uer Hoehenf l ueae (Hi gh Al t i t nd e

Test Agency), i.e. the  trategic Reconnaissance Group of the Luftwaff® High

Co nmand. The agency operated on a very small scale with ma.x
i  nn secrecy. So

far as known , no country ad acent to Germany protested against this  

type of reconnaissance activity up ta
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1933. In order to make each individual Flight aQ successfu  as possible,

 
a

_
d B camera for serial photographs with a 3G0 by 300 mrn picture

CDo e  Q  
io 

using different types of lenses was developed in with #. e•Carl

     
, l5pt  41

Zeiss at Jena. This camera was later adopted by the Luftwaffe,

and i t s t i l l pr oduc e s opt i m  perf or manc e s t oday . L p t o 1933 , f l i ght a wer e

made primarily above the territorie9 that had formerly belonged to German3r

arra had been ceded to France and Poland after Wo:ld War I. The Czech   border

was also the objective of such flights, and all these areas were constantl r

s urv ey ed . r'

 
"After 1933, when Germany  s foreign policy became aggressive, interest

for hap eninga in neighboring countries grew in praportion with the steady

in  
  increase   fortification construction along the German border. In 1931  the

small reconnaissance group moved from Kiel to the Berlin-Staaken airport,

increasin.g its strength to five photographic aircraft; in 1936 it was trans-

_ ferred from the Counterintelligence Branch in the Armed Forces High Command

to the Intelliger.ce
Division, Luftwaffe Operations  taff in the Reich Mi

.n
istry

,
of t he Luf t waf f e . Be caus e of hi s Uer s onal and c l o s e cont ac t s wi t h Luf t waf f e

technicians and incustrial technologicts, the commander of the group was able

to have access to the latest deve opments.
in aircraft and apparatus con9truction.

technical
Aqsisted by good and enthusiaGtic crews and outatanding   rersonnelJ

he formed a well-integrated group that   rorked hard and was aggressive, thus

achieving a lot w3th relatively little. There were few
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aacidents, and the aircraft were usually ready for action.n

"In 1934, slso, the first photographic mission  were flown in the direction

of the Bay of  'i land, Kronstadt,
and Leningrad,  .n the direction Pleskau-

Mingk, and finally also in the direction of the Black 3ea coast up to Nikolayev.

Like all missions flown since 1933, these were executed by twin-engine air-

craft at altitudea varying from 26,400 - 30,000 feet, with various typea

of photographic equip neat inatalled on the planes. All,.
` flights were pre-

pared in great detail and were therefore carried out with success and without

loss. No information was gathered by the German intelligence agenciea indicating

•
that these aircraft had been observed by security agenciea of the neighboring

countries concerned , even though the Germans focused their attention on

finding any such indication .
The sTnal.

l team , composed exclusively of civilians

egcept for their militarv chief initially ooerated under the designation

Special Air Squadron; by 1937 it had 10 photographic planes and was eventually

  redesignated Fiigh-Altitude Flying Teat Agency. Reconnaissance aircraft of

the unit participated in the annexation of Austria and the Sudeten provinces.

Af t er t he annex at i on of Aus t r i a t he agency mov ad t o Ber l i n- Teenpe l hof a i r f i e l d .  

Until the outbreak of war the uhotographic planes fiurveyed regularly the

frontier fortificationG of the countries bordering on the Reich, taking

photographa from high altitudes and checking on the construction work

that was under wa,y
in the Polish Corridor...."
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The f ol l owi ng cha pt s r s wi l l pr owi de i nf ormat i on on t he wart i me

activ-ities of the strategic reconnaissance group of the Lu_
ftwaffe High Command .

b. The Evaluatina and Interpretine A encies

There was no central nilitary agency for evaluating and interpreting

the messages and reports emanating from the collecting agencies. These

functions were accomplished by intelligence divisions thst each formed part

of the general staffs of the three services. Within the Army, 3
.
t was th®

Foreign Armies Braneh, within the Navy the Foreign l tries Branch, and within

the Luftwaffe the Foreign Air Forces Branch.
'  

1.Raich Luftwaffe Ministrg , Forei n Air Forces Branch -- Tar et Dossiers

Gntil 1938 the evaluatian of all inforrnation pertaining to foreign air

forces and to condu cting Gtrategic air warfare was the responsibility of two

agencies, bbth working in close cooperation and belonging to the Luftwaffe

Gener al St s.f f (f ormer l y ki r Command Agency )
.

.
The first of these two agencies originated from

.
an intelligence agency

of the Reichswhhr (Former 100,000-man Army) Mini try and had been transferred

from that ministry to the Luftwaffe; this was the Foreign Air Forces Branch.

The second was a special section of the E:aerations Branch, the Target

Research Section.

The Foreign Air Forces Branch was responsible for collecting all

types of
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i nf ormat i on f r om a great vari et y of sour ce s - -   abovs al l f r am

written material -- and for evaluating thia material. Thus, the Ccusnander

t o be
i n Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e and t he Chi ef of St af f wereApr ovi ded wi t h t h 

.
esaential elements of information to estimate the prevailing situation

and t he at r engt h of f or ei gn ai r f or ce s .  

The brsnch als© produced iuformation for top-level command agencies

and f i nal l y publ i shed t he maga  i ne "Di e I  tf t wacht " (The Ai r C uard) .

I n 1935 , rrhen t he Opere.t 3.ona Br anch f ormed t he Taraet Re search 3ec_ ,

the Foreign Air ForceB Branch wea given the mission to select mate ia].of

 
interest to the new $ection and to transmit same.

There was no lisison with the Counterintelligence Branch of the•Armed

Forces High Co mand. Material originating fra m agente was first requested '

in 1935 bY the Terget Reaearch Section and, after th3a    aeotion hed been

integrated into the Foreign Air Forces Branch,in 1938 such material waa

  ae  d f or b r t he branch .

The develop®ent of the Foreign Air Forces Branch, peraonnel aesignmente

within the branch, as well as ite activities and missions have been described

14
by i t s f i r at chi ef as f ol l ows s

" I n 1927 Ma  or Wi l ber g , who was t hen ehi ef of T2 V (Luf twaf f e ) i n t he

,
Reichswehr Ministry, instructed me to form an

14 _
Generalleutnant a.D. (Ma or Gen®ral, Ret.) Freiherr von Buelow,   tracts

from Die AbteilvmR Fremd® Luftmaechte im Rsichawehr- und Rsichslnftfabrt-

ministerium 192? - 193? (The Foreign Air Forces Branch in the Reichgr rehr

  and Rsfoh Luftwaffe Ministry  192? - 3?). garleruhe Collection.
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radio. The  ub ect was foreign aviation, with particular emphasis being

v i v i d l y
placed ona

describing the unfavorable air-geogra hic nosition of Germany

in the center of Europe. In thiG manner, the audience was mad.e aware of

the untenable situation and the need for air power was propagated. Moreover,

personnel of the intelligence group wrote articles on foreign aviation,

describing the  teady progreGq in the production of f 
.ise

lages and engines

as well as in air force organizational matters, that is to say in spheres

that were either interdicted to Gernaany by the peace treaty or severely

restricted."

 
"In 1933 the intelligence group was ag .

in assigned additional personr_e
l

in the course of the creation of the Reich A3r Force Mini=try and was re-

designated Foreign Air Forces Branch, l'.ore and rnore emnhasic was placed on

military matters. A Target Section was attached to the branch, and contact was

15
established with Army counterintelligence, which meant the beginning of a

_ shift in functions until the branch was integrated into the Luftwaffe General

Staff at the begi.nr
a ng of 1938  ad redesignated 5th Division (Intelligence). "

"The preparatory work done during the 10 yearct existence as intelligence

agency , intelligence group, and finally as Foreign Air Forces Branch

was instrumental in

15
Author 's Pdote: Von Buelow means the Counterintell igence Branch, Armed

For ce s Hi gh Co  unand .
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creating the prerequisites for carrying out the intelligence micsion

given on 1 January 193$. This mission was to produce target data for

strategic air warfare and for all other operationG connected xith air

at t ack or ai r def ens e i n ar y f ut ur e war , rr

The organization arxl performance of the Foreign Air Forces Branch

that had been organized in 1933 were •not in compliance with the require-

ments of an intellibence branch of a Mupreme air force cornraand. The pre-

requisites for accomplishing sach a misqion were initially nonexistent,

neither   personnel nor   preQtige-wise. The development of the
•

branch could therefore r.o
t be rapid, all the more so because the prime.ry

interest of the top-level cot: m,and was concentrated on the organizational

sphere and progress in training. In 1935  howe cer, it became necessary to

expand the intelligence f . nc
tions. Eut it was not the Foreign Air Forces

   .Branch that benefited   this eapansion: the neu missions were given to a special

' section of the OperationG Branch, the Intelligence Section (Target

Designation).

Whereas the Foreign Air Forces Branch continued to be resnansible for

collecting material, evaluatir.g the develo ment af foreign air force4, and

making this inforlr:ation available to the Luftwaffe ccmmand agencies, the

  Intelligence Section of the Ctperations Brarlch compi!ed the practical data

for the conduct of air operations by establishing tar et dossiers. The basic

information for compiling these data wag received from or
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via the Foreign Air Forces Branch and partly also directly from the Counter-

intelligence Branch of the Armed Forces High Command.  

The tasks and operating procedure9 of the Intelligence Section of the

16

-Operations Branch are described by the then chief of the branch as follows:

"The target dossiers Prepared by the general staff and their interpre--

tation were among the most im ortant media of conducting air operations

ava i l abl e t o t h e Lu f t wa f f e f or t he ca s e of war . "

T'The preparation of target dosaiers was started around 19 5 by the

Intelligence Section of the then lst Branch of the General Staff. The

 
section chief was Major von Flotaw, later  iajor Stein. The section was

integrated into the 5th General Staff Division "Foreign Air Forcestt on _

7 January 1938."

The Tar et Dos$iers

"The f i l ea  ter e di v i ded i nt o di f f er ent groups accordi ng t o t 3rpes of

objectives; there were military objectives, indu£trial onjectives, 

communications and tranFportation facilities, etc."

"The groups of objectives were subdivided into objective cards. Each

obj e ct i v e was de s i gna.
t ed by a number . The f i r s t t wo di gi t s of t hi s number

indicated the type of objective in which the card was grouped.

16
General d.F1.a.D .

(Lt.Gen., Ret.
) Deichmann, Die Zielob ektkartei

(The Target DoPaiers). A Qtudy written from memory. Karlsruhe

Collection.
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11A t arget doss i er was cr eat ed f or each i ndi vi dual obj e ct f.ve . The dos si er

contained the following documents:

One small-scale map on which the position of the objective and the approach

route had been marked. Also indicated on thiG map were 8uch enemy defenses

as fighter sirfie7.
ds, gur  positions, etc., as well as magnetic declinations,

outstanding poizitc of orientation along the apnroacr, distinctive forest

areas, and major railroad and highway groasinge.

One lar e-scale map of the objective, showing defen sive installations, auch

as battery poeitions, etc.; Eround plans,;aerisl photomaps; sketchea of the

!
objective; de4criotions of the target, indicating its political, military

or economic significance, Cuch as for ir_s
tance information on percentages

of production in relation to total nroduction of the respective country,

number of Worlflnen, work hours, times at which shifts change; vulnerability

of the target to aerial attacks indicating the possibility of producing

maior e  losion9 or fires; indications on particularly important parts ofi
the objective, the de4truction of which c, ould paralyze the target (such as

for inFtance boiler plants, electricity or water suprly installations)."

"R,elief maps or relief& were produced for e necially important targets."

Evaluation of the Tar et Dossiers

' The current evaluation and interpretation of the target dosaiers were

important means of conducting   etrategic air warfare. In one

instance, it was
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establiahed that a country adjacent to Germany had some 40 000 large

and medium factories. It was therefore imnoasible to conduct etrategie

air warfare against the m.
ilitary production capacity of this country by

attacking all its factorieG. On the contrary, it was escential to find out

in which s heres that country was vulnerable and which types of objective

were the best  uited for Gtrategic air warfare."

"ror this reason, the followi.ng considerations were of d®ci ive im-

portance with regard to rnilitary-economic targets:  

P-r   -A.   Jhat x e   p t he r es   ec t i v e c ount ry ' s ne eds of a par t i cul ar t ype af

 

product , : uch aQ f or i nst ance oi l , i n ca  e of war?

  
B. What   that country 's capabi ties of covering itG requirements in

cese of war? •

I . Hatiti h i g h 15 t he pe a ce- and war t i rne pr odu ct i on: Wher e i s t hat pr o-

duetion concentrated? What percentage of the production originates

.
_ from each such production center?

II. Ta wh t extent can the German Air Force eliminate each individual

 roduction center? Can it be com pletely or only partly eradicated?

.
What f or c e s and how rc:u ch t i me woul d be needed f or t hi s pur poGe?

III. Has the respective ecuntry a po -cibility of replaeing the loss of

production in any of the following waya:

a. By  tored  upnlies;
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b . By c  ri t ch i n   t o ot her  :r oduc t i on  'ac i l i t i e s and pl ant s ; and

c. By i nports from ozerseas or by railroad.

IV. Is it poscible to interdict this resunply Erom outside cources by

air iorce attacks or by cther meana, Guch as the preventive buyin 

of such items in other countries, where t= ey are available; or by

exerting diplomatic nressure; or by sir attacks on line of conmunications

inrtallations such as railroads an3 porta."

Final Conclu ionQ

"tinder what circumstances will attacks on targets of this type achieve

 
deci ive resultai"

  ecial Technical St udies

"In addition, stu,
dieq  rere prepared on air attack methoda against certain

types of targets, Guch as mjnes, oil refinerie4, dams, railroad i
.ns

tallations,

etc., for which purpose tech.n
ical experts   ere consulted. Tbese studies in-

  dicated, how such targets could be attacked ana destroyed most effeetively 

specifying certain particularly vu].nera
ble parts aQ ideal target areas, 

listing '
  t he t ype s of bombs t o be uced f or d i f f er ent pt r pos e s , e t c . "

 
.nal

.3rs i s of t he Èva l uat i on Re su l t s

"Based on the evaluation of these data, the Luftwa_
ffe General Staff

arrived at the conclusion -- even before the war -- that

Great Britain was most vulnerable to attack4 on
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f t s pa  t i n at a].l at i one and nava,l  aupp  ,y l i nea, whi l e

17
  i8 ie e weakneaa was ite aommunicationa facilitiea.r

The mi as i on of t he two agenci e a waA dur i ng t he f  .r $t y eax e ezt re mel  

e amapl i cat ed becauae oi' t he l ack of cl ear - cut pol i t i cal and mi l i t ary i x  .

  s t ruct i ons eaaanat i ng f  om t he pol i t i  tal. l eader ahi p . In a at udp on Pr oj eet

1$
Von Rahden, vritten after the war, th3s matter i9 dealt with as followes

"The Target Groupn Branch, reaponsible for collecting data on ob ectives

in foreign countriea whiah were to be attacked, was unti].1937 pert

' of t he l s t Branah of t he Luf t wsf f e Gener al St af f . Si nce no d®f i ni t ®

 
political trend had developed by that time and eince it waa not clesr19'

lmawn whi ch count r i ea woul d f i ght wi t h or agai nst Germany, t hi a branch

col l ect ed mat,er i al of i nt er eat wi t hout app7,yi ng at andards of se l e ct i     r. . .  

B̀ven l at er - - unt i l 8pr i ng 1939 - - t he Luf twaf f ® t op- l eve l comnnead agenci ea,

like all other military kep commQand authoritiea of the Armed Forcee, r®mained

ignarant of definite political ple.ne. Thia made the task of the inte113,genc e 

col l ect i ng atul eval uat i ng agenci e s ex tr emel y di f f i cul t . I  ormat i on r e-

g   

l7
_

- - -
For f urt her det ai l 8, see G  n r

 
,  '1., 8 D. Lt . Gen . , Rs t . ) Dei cbmann ,

.
Daa deut sche 3  8t a n der Zi el erf assune und Auecwer t un x {The German Target

Evaluation and Interpretation System). -
18

The Target Graup Branch (gbteilun¢  ie]..aruu  e), axtractea from a atud3r

  oa Pro ect Von Rohden, 8arl8ru ie Collection.
(The designat3on "branch"

ia misl  ding; the Target Research Section waa not a eeperate branah,
s i ace i t was a sect i on suborrrl..i nat e t o t he Oper at i caris Branch - - Aut hor 'a

. _
    •)
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.i
t z a ct i cr.a " i nt en   ed by r   t l e r + T  .G , a     ed on t o t he Ge a   en c i e a

 :t t he  ;e r y I a   t a omer.
t , i f a t a l l . I n e. f a r a   t he s e  ?ol i t i c a l a c t i or.^ en t a _i ed

Itll l l t d̀r y   ea   u r e   ,   7: c      t h e o ccL.  _t i on or   ,h e R:nyn e l a r.d , t h e ent r ,  i n t o

r u   t r i a anc' t h e ^ude t en l and (   r o r i r.c Q)
, t h e l o ca l       i t a   y c or u :and a   ;en c i e s

r ec e i v e;    .i-r e ct or   e r   . i  o s t of t he mi l i t a r ;  l ead er Q : n t h e :  i   h Co:li-nz nd

19
wer e barpa  ced on t he  e cccc ci on  arn ? ti:ar e i nf or  :-:zd   hor t l y bef or e t he event .

r or a l l ;  r a c t i ca l r u _r - o   ee , t h e For e i   n Ai r For ce   3r an ch r.nd t h e Tar ge t

  e   e   .r ch   e c t i on of t h e C; er a t i on a   r  -,n ch had t c   e   r epar ed f or a   l f cQ  i b l e

. c on t i n5enc i e   .    .ch pr e f a r a t i on   na    e d i   r r op or t i or a t e  :I e;: anri s on t hs r e-

  epcn   i bl e ct .a=f ; ., and t LE ,I a l qo me arn t a cl i ^  i pa t i cr. of e f f or t ,

  ' . The 5t h D  v i c  
.o n e T t r,e i u.

i t wa _  f e Gener al St a f f

j    en t he j:e i ch k .r l i n i ^t r y   ra;  r e or gGni ze   -
i n 1   37 and t h e mo Gt   r,p or t -

a nt rai l i t Gr  , 
br   .n ch e s wer e c on csn e t r  .t ed i n t h e Lu _f t wa i'f e Gen er ul   t a f f on

1 J anu a_ t 1   3  , t he For e i   n Hi r F'or c e s   r ar_c
h ,aa   r ed e   ; dn at ed 5t h Di v i a   .on

 p
of t ho Lu f t -aa f f e Ge r.e r a l   t    f f . 

branch
The f i r   t  

  chi e f - - Ob er s t (Co l .
)   e =

-
h er r v on Bue l ow - - r ad

b e an r e ; 1Gc ed b3  Ob er Gt l t n . i . Ge r s t .
(Lt . Co l . , Genr a l c t e.f f )   e luai d a c

ear l y a s  r:i d- 1;?37 . U  t o t he t i me t r:e St h Di v       on wa s t r an s f e r r ed , -t l: e

latter h2d been aasi ned to the C  er .
tiono  ivision.    .

l c . Per   ona l r ec   l i
_e ct i or. s of t h e aut hor Wh o a t t : dt t   e kta e chi ef of t l: e

pol   cy Ge ct i on oi t  :e L•af t wa.f f e Gene r a l   t a f f .

2
_
C 

  e e npp end i x I I I .
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' 21
orientation material and target data for every possible type of operat3on.

3. The Sth (Militer  Science) Divieion of the Luftwaffe General Staff'

Another evaluating and abeve all 3nterpreting agenc  was the gth (Mj]
.i
tary

Sciencs) Division of the Luftwaffe Genaral Staff.  

All files that were of historical and 8tatistical signif3cance were

tran mitted to this   divi$ion. Copies of a11 orders and inatructions

iseued as well as wartime reports concerning the outcome of miesions and the

day'-by-day situation of all service agenci®s were sent to the.division. The

sam® was true of war diaries of all agencies and units. The diviQion thus 

had complete records to use as source material for its princiyal taks --

w  ri t   i  t he hi at or t of t he German A3r For ce .

' The 8th Division also had the aecondary mission of writing apecial

studies and monographs that could be used by the combat forces and which

were ba$ed on the collected e cperiences of the great variety of units and

S
staffs in such specialized fielda as buildup, organization, train  , and

milit$ry operations in the various theaters.

Upon speci al r equ®st of t he Chi ef of Luf twaf f e Gener al St af f , t he di vi s i on  

 
o wrote special studies that supplemented or paralleled s3miler work of

the  th Division. These studies had such sub ect8 as comparative estimates

tentative
of the military potential of belligerents orAevaluations of future operations

plans and others.

21
For the organi ,ational structure of the 5th Div3sion at the beginning

of hostilities in 1939, see Appendix 1V,
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Yhereas the 5th Division was prjmarily interested in i  ediately . •

interpreting incaming inform.a
tion, the Sth Division was responaible far

summarizing after their conclusion the experiences of•past cambat actions i

and mak t hem ef ttl. f or t hing us e future conduct of m lltary vperations.

Like almo$t every agenc  of the infant Luftwaffe, thie diviaion euffer   

from a shortage of suitable personnel. This Shortage reflected on its per- -

  formanc®s the build had been too •f tup as .

l  . The Int el l i srence Of f i cer e at Hi   her Fi el d Headauart ecr a  

The intelligencs officers at higher fi®lds headquarterg, snch as the

 
b r Force Milit District Head ter later th F HarY quar . s , e Ai r oarce ead  art er s ,

elg  evaluated and interpretad intelligence information. In peacetfine thia

f unct i on was of l i t t l e ai gni f i cance , si nce t hese gt s f f s r ecei ved f i ni ahed i

. . .
- 3ntelligence frama the Reich  ir Ministry.

22

. Their wartime activitie$ Were extremely valuable and useful.

- II. The Procurement of Inte113.eence at the Outbreak of War

8. Yolume ®f Available Intelli¢ence -- General Status  

Af t er Lt . Col . 3chmi d had becomae chi ef cf t he 5t h Di vi ai on of t h® Luf t wnf f e

General Staff, collection, evaluaticn, and interpretation pr©cedurea were

pr operl y syat emat i zed. Dur i ng 193g- 39 al l ef f ort s weaee concent s at ed o n.

collecting aa much i
.

22  
For further detail , eee Chapter   ro, Section   I, par a, subpar 2. - ;

.
.

.
.

_
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i nf'c  ,    .
t i on a   r o     i   l e i n ar ' er t o hr c- i a e  :,i  e f 3eLd k, E  1: uar t er G and

f ] e l cl f   r Ce   t.v
i t 'r.

t i?e d  ' t r t .'; e.;; 'n'  r 'a r.e
  f Or Ok e r 2 t i o n   a Cr o c c t rle   e r ;r a n

Lo r d e r   . The t e c 'r.r.
i c a l ;-t a  t of f i c e r c c f t n e   t ri Di J i    i o n we r e   :r   ,: t ed ex -

t e nd e d l c a   c  ; : r.
1 '1;   t o t r   :v e l i n t ho   e c a lu l t r i e c f o r  wh i c h t h o  7  .. c r e

r e      c r:  i b l e . Gn t .: i   o c c a c i c n t :•- e       ;e r e t  o  Ye t we l l a c   -a  .
i n t e d Ta i t h c on:a i t i o n  

i n   h e c :,u ri t r i e   t    . t   re r F t l-, e i r   ;, e c i l i c I'i e l :i   cf i n t e r e s t an d    e r e t o

Ob   'e r 'vB a < <iic;rljT ,ri?i l i t a r i
.
i , r i rur'o r t  :.n

t c L- j e c t i v e   c.   '`  «   i s    6 . Tl'1  S . ll a E:nt L?t l On

l e ati e r r ov c d   o    e of  ,r e Gt v    l u e   'o r Gu    c -    .e n t i n t e l l i   'e n c e a : e r a t i o n s .

  .i r_ ce _t wa   r.ot f eu  i b l e t o .  -   .•t•r ,' ; ut e t o ev er-,    t   f f and he  :.dqu :r t er s

 

  .
, i t l :e j nt - -:      er.ce t hat waul d h:;ve bFer  ne e '̂ed t   c ;  ;1di1Ct f 1eXi b1P rL l j t er y

ope-rutionG in any direction at uny     e, rvcord center    aere e te li=hed at

a    r e  :.cQt i me   i r i 'i cl dr , =.Jhe-r e t r e r1eCe ^  ur ; r i nf orL:at i on tira;  r ead i l 5r uv a i l abl e

r  t al l t i .ue   . I n t he Gr c}li v e   of t hc  .r i r.c i pal   .i r  , er t of t ne   .
i _   i e l d ar e a

c on.-nand ,   o r~an;r c o   i e   wer e  .
t or ed t h  a t :i e Gdj:Lnc e a i  -f'i e l dc t }:  t -, rer e not

t o bc o ccu   i Etl unt i l t hc ou t br e_.
ic oi hc  -t i l i t '

_e   c cul  
_  a co be <<l v en udequat e•

di   t r i    ut i on . i .n t h i   m  .r:ner , i t nad t s e : : a   c er t  :.i ne ? t hat ev ery '.,  i t at

ez e ry   .
ir ?'i e l d  ;:  1:1_  y r ec e i

.v e t : e e   e;uent s of i ni or  :at i on e c   ent i al t o i t s

    ' i c _   c t   c c ' ^ 7oc er ut i onc . t:  ea_ y a;; 1; 3   , t e ne ce  _   ;r ;;  .
t e_, , w,.   e t aken t o -r epr a3   c e

ext en  i v  Jl 3t t he i r.t el l i   enc e , and   1     U t rie :  i t̂ r i but i on t o  :i r f i e l d

ar chi v e   ti•;as dcc or    l i   hed .
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dmong the distributed data were orientation   hlets and a,
i r ta o-

 raphical descriution$ for every country wit  which Germany might have to

fight. Moreover, taraet data were prepared for ev ery ob ective that waa of

interest in the re  ective countries. Aside from the maps contained in the ,I

target doasiers, every   rfield had a map depot to serviee the troops

 
. $tationed ther®. lt this map depot, all mapa were available, which an,y unit

employed in any direction from that airfield might require.
»

The inteLligence furnished to com oaend staff8, headquarters, and airfields

corresponded to the informa.tion available to the 5th Divi9ion, and the target

 
data to the dossiers in the central target files.

The jntelligence available at the beginning of the war was very'cc®apre-

henaive vWing to the personal initiative taken by the Chief of the 5th

  Division. Nevertheless, the volwne of intelligence and its refinement did

not reach and really could not reach ]  the level deaired by the Luftvaffe

Operations Staff, mainly because of lack of time. For example, orientation 

pamphlets and air topographical descriptions were not always completely

up to date, the target data contained only  - aelection of the most

important ob3ectives,
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and the individual target dossiers still showed gaps, the bridging of which

would have required a lot more time. .

Nevertheless, the intelligence produced by the beginning of the war

was truly imposing. During a conference Goering called dur .ng
the Battle

of Britain, he tcld the assembled air force, air corp=, wing, and group

23
commanders the following:

"The target data that the General Staff had prepared in an exemplary

and a.
ltogether unique manner are not being exploited by the combat

forces. PhotomapQ and i
.n
dividual target diagrams offer the most

i
pl a s t i c i nf or    at   on . "

Goering thus touched upon a weakness of ths system , for the combat

forces had not been sufficiently trained in the uQe of carefully and

painstakingly prepared intelligence. The reasons for this deficiency were

obviou4. Because of constant expansion of the orGanization, because of

the frequent changes in com and and perGonnel that were thu9 generated,•

because of changes of station, and because of other important dutiea the

units had no time to practice Gy tematically the use of intelligence data.

Target data, however, are of practical value only if the troops are trained

to use the .; both thearetical and practical training at sample installations

are essential for that purpose.

B . The 2  o st Impor t ant   d i a cent Count r i e  

2 
Extracted from Farl ruhs Collection.
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1. Czechoslovakia (Prior to Occupation)

AG one of the politically crucial countries along the German border,

Czecho lovakia had been an important intelligence callect3_on
targst as early

as the time when the R
.eichswehr was sti11 in existence. After 193?, the

intengive e -::loration of that country was intensified in relation to the

increaGe in avF.
ilable fun ?s for intelligence purposEs. The eollection of

i nf orr a t i on was f a c i l i t at ed by t h e e:  s t enc e of dat a t hat wer e st i l l

available from the days of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy ar_
a above all by

tha fact that major elements of the population  f that country were Gernan

 
and felt German. Since these population s©gments resided in the border areas --

r
 

t he Sudet en   r av i nc e - - and wer e c r e c i s e l y   i nf ormed on f3z echo-

Rlovak military :natters because of t: eir military service obligat3ona,

t he Gerr an in t e l l i ge nc e age nc i e s hac  no di f f i cu l t y i n keepi ng f u l l y i
.n

f or med

on all milit .ry matters that were worth knowing.

Until 193 , when the Sud ten province was occupied by German troops,
'

the Germe.n
Armed Forces penetrated. every Gecret of the Czechoslovak Armed

Forces, its armament, coa,municatione GyStem , and everything slse. The

Btrategic Reconr.ai sance Group of the Luftwaffe H 
.g
h Com and under Rowehl

had  _:
hot ogr aphed all border ar ea s and ot }, er mi l i t a r i l y s i gni f i cant poi nt e

  of the country . The corresponding photomaps were included in the target

data distributed to the combat
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f or c e s .

Before the territory of what Gubsequently waG designated the protectorate

was occunied, the unit connnanders w
ho might have been coffi nitted in aerial

operations were   initiated accurately on the basi9 of available

-  nt e l l i gence . As Luf t han s a (Tr . : com cer c i al ai r l i ne ) pa ;  s er  er s t hey wer e

furthermore given onportunities   of getting acquainted with the terrain

over which they would have to fly.

As a result of the evaluation and interpretation of available information,

the Luftwaffe high Command arrived at the conclusion that qtrategic air warfare

i  overcoming
_ against that country was unnecessary for the purpose of   Apossible

military resistance. k surpriFe air attack would Guffice to eliminate the

C ech Air Force and to prevent the asGembly of Czechoslovak ground forcea.  
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2. Yoland

The circumstances pertaining to the collection of intell igence in

Poland during the pre-war period were similar to those in Czechoslovakia.

This country, also, had become a center of Gttention for the German military

counterintell igence services even before 1930, mainly because of its

po itical attitude toward German,y.
Thus, by the outbreak of hostilities

the Germans had a complete picture of the str ngth, distribution, and

as.sem
bly plans of the Poli.s

h Arme d Forces as w®11 as exact data on Polish

armament production and internal conrnunications. Rere, too, the collection

•

of infcrmation was reatl facilitated b the resence of a stro Germang y Y P  

ethn3 c minority. An additional factor was that precisely the border areas

had been almost exclusively former  erman territory qo that the Germans

obviou4ly had still all the data to facilitate the operations of the

mi 7  ar y count er i nt e l l i genc e s er sri c e s .

_ The Strategic Reconnai9aance Group Rowehl had taken pho}ographs of

the border ereas, of the so-called Polish Corridor, and of all military

and arm.ament production targets of : mportance. These photomaps, together

with the tarEet dats, had been cistributed to the field commandera.

The Gtrength and ground organization of the PoliGh r. r
Force were

exactly known to the Germans, with the exception of a few airfields in

the easternmost part of the country.
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3. anc

  
At t he out br eak of war    

,
b dat a on Fr an c e wer e uns at i s.

f a c t org and
n

far from complete. The counterintelligence sources had provided mueh

d ou b t f u l
' information, most of which however was of dabious ori in andAva

lue. '

The air attache had not furni hed any tignificant inform.a
tion up to that

time. Nor had the French press procir ed the volUrne of military and m ilitary-

economic information that was customary among the other WeGtern powers,

such as the United States an3 Great Britain. The only avails.
ble photo-

graphs covered ai.r
fieldG and industrial installations in A1Gace-Lorraine.

 
In peaceti_me,

the radio intercept aer ice had not provided any ' ortant 

c1ewG.

Irl general, the German air force intelligence agencies were not pre-

.
pared for a war cgainst France on 1 September 1  39. Tre main reason for

this unpreparedness Was the fact that the politica.
l leac?ers had not included

  France among the potential adversa.r
ies.
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1,.. Gr eat Br i t ai n

There were far better data available about Great Britain  when the war

started . That these data for the conduct of air warfare had been assembled,
.

was to be attributed to an order issued by the Comnander in Chief of the

Luftwaffe at the end of 1938. Up to that time the intelligence cavering

Great Britain had been totally inade uate, just like that pertaining to

  ance. Since the political loadership had not ts.
ken a war with the Western

poy ers into aceount, the collection of information in thoGe countries had

not been considered as particularly importa.n
t. It was therefore not altogether

surprising that the information provided by the military counterintelligence
 

agencieE   was not only scarce but also totally inadequate in value.

At the end of Novenber 1938 Goering therefore ordered that a study be

pr eFar ed on t he ai r ti-u l ne r ab i l i t y of Gr eat Br i t a i n . The t hen Chi ef of t he

24
5th Division commented on this   study as follows:

"Gener al J e s chonn ek , who wa G t hen Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gener a l St af f ,

.
 

was of the opinion that   exact intelligence estimate and comprehensive

.

' preparations based on target data were of decisive importance for the

succeas of an aerial operation. ke also thought, that this was particularly

the case with a possible ajr warfare against Great Britain. For th s reason,

the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe ordered that a special study be

prepared tc eqtablish tha air vulnerability factors pertaining to Great

2 
. Extracted from a report of General a.D.

(Ret.
) Schmid, who was then

Intelligence Officer at the Luftwaffe High Command. Thia report was

written from :nemory in 1953, with personal notes also being used for

this purpose. Karlsruhe Collection.
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Britain; this stud;  was given the code degignation "BL U". In 1939 the

,. ,  i 1.  
C.

s t   dy , c l as s i f i ed s ecr et , -.:a s e.v ai l abl e i n   copi e ^. I t was submi t t ed t oh. -

t he Coa r   nder i n Ch3ef o.
f t h e Luf t waf'f e a t Li s t on t he i s l and of Sy l t ,

and the Chief of jntelligence, r ho submi.
tted it, wss given the approval of

t he Conm:ander i n Chi e f and t he Ch i ef of   t̀ af f .

ytudy BLAU

The st udy wa s pr epar ed dur i ng t he per i od January t o June 1939 under t he

d i r ec t i on of t he Ch i ef of I nt e l l i genc e .

Onc e or t wi ce a week , conf er enc e s , i=erbal r e   or t s , d i Gcu s s i ons , and
 

que4tion and-answer periods lasting 4 - 5 hcurs were held. The particiaants  

wer e :

(a ) The f or ai gn s pec i
,a

l i s t of t h e 5t h Di v i s i on of t he Luf t waf f e

Hi gh Command :

(b) The economic  experts of the Counterintelligence Bran ch of the

_ Ar med For ce s Hi gh Comu and ;

(c) Technical experts from the Air Materiel Command;

(d) Reprecentatives of private industry; I

(e) Professors of geopolitics; and

(f) The Air  ttachtfrom London with his assigtants.

  _  aa'  r
The study analyzed all  

 
 ̀of Eritish statehood: The structure of

  .

the British Empire, the armed forces, peoc le, uoverm nent, constitution, ad-

ministration, economy, industry, trade, ibports, exnorts, agricultural pro-

duction in peace and wartime, electricity supplies, air vulnerability,
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shsdow factories, natural reqources, railroad com.munications, inland

,,   
IR L.u f     C,::< ;   ! 

w aterways, naval and com  ̂ercial nort inGtallations, stock piles, - _  

lines of com unication, etc.

There was an abundance of source  naterial in libraries, in the British

minutes•of
press tnd literature, in foreign writings,̂ parliarnentary debate4, and

particularly in papers ard documents dating from the First World 4Jar.

A number of officials who had lived for some time in Great Britain were

of great assistance.

The study resulted in a multitude of suggestions a.n
d require nents

 
for obtaining information.

In 1939 the thorough and comprehensive evaluation of the   d study

was completed. The re ult was available by mid-July: it was voluminou 

and i nc l uded mar y Gt at i s t i c s and ma  s . I t may be sumrnar i zed
, s omewhat a s

f ol l ows :

  "Great Britain i  an extremely solid state of considerable national

and economic strength. Its military power is based essentiallry on the

Navy, t rhich is far superior to its German counterpart. The mobilization

of the British   Navy had be®n underway since spring 1 39. The British

Air Force is the second strongest a©rvice. It is now being modernized and

br ought up t o dat e . ' ii t h t he bui l dup pl anned f or t he f ut ur e , i t mi ght

be c ome equal t o t he Luf twaf f e by
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19.  G. The c ef er    e '
 
a ga i n Gt a i r a t t a ck s   .r e wel l pr ep ar ed and er e c on s t an t l y

being - erfected in the British isles. The small British Army is being

modernized and mai es progress. But the  s m  can asGume significance only

in conjunction with French ground forces. Gtock Filing has begun in all

spherec of the British industry and econom,p.
The weakest pointG in the

over-all econon.
i
.c picture are the 3ritish dependence on importa and the

overGeas co  aunications.  3ecau e of these fa  tors, itQ general geographic

  oGi t i on, c.n
d i t G ntuner ou s nava l a r  c or:uner c i

. 
1 har b or f r  c i l i t i e c     t h e

latter are the breathing organs of the econo p -- the air vulnerability

 

of the British Isle  an ame  articuls.r  i  if      ., p ,  ,n
i cance . I n auy a i r wa _

f ar e

ti  i t h Br i t a i n , t h e d ef eat of t h e  ' r i t i ch Ai r r or ce , i n cl ud i ng t he e l i mi na t i on

of t h e a i r cr a f t i
.n

dut 
t r -, 

t ha t i ; a b ot t l en e ck dt any t i me , ana t h e

n eu t r a l i za t i on of t he Br i t i s h Nav  a r e r  r er ec ui s i t e ;  f or   u c c es a . 'i'h e

primary mission of the German Air rorce is therefore to neutralize all

  naval a.n
d commercj.a

l port facilities on the islanda an d to destroy

s hi pp i n g c apa c i t ;  . To ca r r y out t h i s m3
.s s j on , t h e Lu f t waf f e wi ll need

very strong forceg. No time limit can be set for achiev .ng
this objective.

Because of the British government  s capaaility to i
.m
  riae and because

of  the Gpiritual  trength ef the British psople, it mibht be  :ossible

that the surrender o!' the British Isles cannot be sclely obtained through
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air attacks."

Field Marshal Hesselring has the following comments to this study aa

a preparatory step and basic document for conducting air warfare against

25
Great Britain:

"The Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe had in this inatance (Great

Britain) been ahead of the other services. As earl,y as June 1939, after

b months of preparatory work done with the aasietance of scientists and

econcmaists, he had produced an integrated plan that constituted a rea1.
],y

useful basis for the "air battle again9t Britain" and might have also

 
besn used as basic planning document for an invasion of the British Isles."

According to all these indications, the coll®ctfon of intelligence

concerning Great Britain seemae to have been well advanced by the outbreak

of war. The above-mentioned study BLdII led to a collection effort to fill

ex3 sting intelligence gaps; furthermore  th® available information was

  evaluated and 3nterpreted.

The military collection agencies of Canaris coatributed rel8.
tively

little to this effort. On the other hand, the German air attache in London

and -- last not least -- the Briti4h press provided excellent materisl.

aerial
The f ol l o  ti ng^

phot ogmphi c ma t e r i a.
l was av ai l abl e at t he aut br eak of  

h ostilitie9: The ports of London, the southeast coast ports, parts of

the sauth coast, ground organization and aircraft induetry in the south-

eastern part of the country  and the airfields in the Midlands.

25 4 " '  '   '̀  ./
 lbert Keeselring, Gedanken zum zweiten WeltkrieE ( s World

War -  } , Bonn, 1955, p . 67 .
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Radio intercepts provid  valuable information on armament production

f3
.gu res, organization and distribution of the British Air Force, etc., Which

was
  used by the inteLlig®nee collection agencies. r

,  f̀
 

  l , IN    J/I'  y
Th e cr ea t i on s.nd bu i c7du p of an ex t en s i v e shad ow i ndu s t r y wa s kno wn

to the Germana. The German High Command was also aware of the exi.s
tence

.

of a British radar screen. Shortly before the outbreak of war,the airship  

"Graf Zeppelinn flew aeveral aerial survey mirFions ower the North Sea,

which produced additional 3nformation in this field.

 

•
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ch .nte    o

Wartime Intelli ence bctivitiee

I. Chan es in the Intelli ence A ission and Or anization

a. Chan eQ in the Collectin  A encies

During wartime the organizational  tructure of the intelligence collecting

agencies had to be changed by necec9ity, even though all res ̀onsible personnel

made every effort to adjust the peacetime to the wartime organization in order

to safeguard a 4mooth transition. However, sources that  aere open to

  under conditions
collecting agencies in peacetime be cane blocked  

 war
time 3  $

 or

 

were far more difficult to accede to as time went on. Other new   contac 

and sources had to bE establiehed and brought into action and then adjusted to

wartine conditions.

1he changes in the organization an^ mis ion of each individual

collecting agency will hereby be diGcusse . as
follows:

  1 . Count er i n t el l i   enc e S  Of f i ce , lirmed r or ce s Hi
.e

h Command

Ther e wa s no s.mned
.i at e change i n t he mi s s i on of t hi s of f i ce at t he out s e t

of the war.   cept for a faw additions dnd changes, the existing organization

was to serve both in peace and war. ln the course of the war  however,

Gome changes were made in the organization of the office; these
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changes resulted from the imm ediate experiences made in wartime or from

t he do  eGt i c pol i t i cal event s af t er 20 Jul y 19L,1,.
(Tr : At t esnpt on Hi t l er   s

l i f e  
.

Wher eas Branches I , I I , and I lI of t he Count er .nt el l i gence Of f i ce ,

Armed For ces Hi gh Co  nand remai ned subst ant i all y unchanged unt i l 19,1,  .,

the Foreign Branch was consolidated with th® Central Bm' gch at the o ubreak

of war, being redeQignated   Eoreign Office Group." The chief of the new

group was General Oster, who had been chief of the Central Branch until

then. Oster thus expanded his snhere of influence con iderabl,y, Since he

,
assumed personal control of the activities by which

of the Armed Forces attaches
all reports gathered by Branch I and attache reporta from allied and neutral

26
c ount r i e s wer ® col l at ed and stm®ar i zed .

This concentration of power  robably also resulted in the attempt to

top-leveldev e l op t he of f i c e gr oup i nt o a ki nd of of f i c i al   i nt e ll i g ence agency of

the Armed Forces High Com nand. This was certainly not an advisable aolution,•
ssems  

since it 3  inappropriate to make the collecting agency simultan®ouslsrn
,

responsible for the ®valuation and interpr tation of all information.

lacked
For thia purpose, the collecting agency  unbiased objectivity and

access to the numerous other aources of information that developed during

  the course of the war, such as photographic recon_ns.
iasance, radi©

intelligence,

26
The ranking service attache was usually appointed simultaneously

Armed Forces Attache with the duty of reporting both to his service

and to the Armed Forces High Command.
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preGs ans.
ly i :, pri oner-of-war interrogatson, conbat reconnoissance

r ep or t s , e t c . I t wa   n at tint i l t owa r   t h o end of t h e war t ha t t h e   r med

  orces Gperation   taff decided to create its own intelligence division,

bu t t h i 4 mea Gu r e d i d not   *;ab du c e ar.y _n.a j or e f f ec t .

As pr ev  
.ou Gl  T men t i on ed , t h e c r ga : i za t i an of t he Coun t er i nt el l i genc e

Uf f i c e , Ai~med For ce   Hi gh Comm  .nd wa c n ot cha ng ed , Th e of f i c e c on s i   t e d

of t h e f ol l at•  i ng t hr ee br a nche s un t i l t he end of t :  e war :

Br an ch I - - Col l e c t i on of I nf or    a t j
.on ;

Branch II --  abotage; and

 
Branch III -- Frtiionage and Antiaabota e Activi.

tieq.

The counterintelliFence aaenciea attached to the corps and military

d  ;trict he .
dauarter4 were  ubordinate to the offiee in technical and

onerational mattP rs. In addition, the office emoloyed sxecial combe.
t

reconr.a
issance team4 in wartire. For it  activitiee,abroad, the Counter-

  i nt e l l i g ence Of f i ce u s ed t he   z  ed For ce    =.t t a ch e s i n a l l i ed and neu t r e.
l

c oun t r i e s and t h e F:0 - -   r i e   Gor   a n i   e.
t i on (W  .r t i me ur >=  ni za t i on ) t ha t wa s

integrated -In the diplomatic mi;  ions.

The counterinteliigence a _encie  attached tc the corps aY:d military

diGtrict read.,uarters -- the latter rem . ned in the zone of interior --

continued their peacetime opcrations al o throughout the war. They  raved

t o b e ef f e c t i v e .  :h en t he c or      he =d qu a r t e r s mov eci i nt o c omba t , t h e

i
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military district head auarters e.ssumed their counterintelligence resnonsi-

bility in the zone of interior. The counterintelligence a enciea of the

corps headuuarterQ in the field were ascigned missionG that corresPOnded

to the nilitary plans tiertaining to the operGtions in which the respective

cor s was involved.

Th e c ount e r i nt e l l i ge n c e a   en c  
.e s of t i e ml l i t a r y di s t r i c t h eadquar t e r s

assumed the rs  onsibilitieG aGSigned to the Feacet1:ne a encies operating

in the reepective areas inQofar aG the collection of information waG con-

eerned, emphasizin  the   pointg of msin effcrt a  in structed. They

.
subsequently worked on   lead and ccntact with abroad that seemed worth

while to them or the Ccunterintelligence  ranch and 14ter Office. In theory,

 uch operations were to be coorcinated with the reGpective gG onerating

in that co .a.n
try, which aas supr.ose

d to establish and maintain the contact.

The KO was an organization that wa9 employed in  e utral countries in

ac,dition to the nil itary  .
ttaches. Operating from neutral baGes, the RO s 

directed treir activities at Gerrcany 's aciversaries, whereas the military

attaches reTorted on matters pertainin:; to the ho t ceuntries.

The eombat reeonnaissanee teams, occas:or.ally also organized aa squads

or similar units, operated near the ? tLR, a; ide from carryin  out special tesks

as
that corre ponc ed to the courQe af combat events, they had  

Apr
incipal

  that
mi4sion of interro  ating pri onerq of  , ar. They coordinated their operations wit

 
Gnd received their inatructio

  from the local intel.
ligence officers of
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the army groups or air forceF to which they were attached.

II nt i l 1  1,.
1{. - L{ Br anch I of t he Count er i nt e l l i genc e Of f i ce wa s subdi v i ded

   .  552. 
 

accordi.ng
to the special collection fieldG   dealt wfth, auch as Army,

vavy ,   Air Force, etc. Each section was in turn  ubdivided according

that
to   countries or groups of co• ntries,  is to say according to the areas

in which the infor  tion was collected. The country with which the infor-

mation was concerned, was considered of secondary importance. Since the

above  entioned sections were not only concerned with collecting information

,
but also adhered to certain premisea -- not to say prejudices -- there were

- - required
i difficulties and one major problem that   an unprecedented 9olution.

The l a s t ch i e f of   he IL (Luf t waf f e ,
  - - Ai r For ce Se c t i on , Ober s t a . D .

27
(Col., Ret.

) Kleyen tueber, writss on thir subject ae follows:

ttThe divergence oermeates the entire or anizational structure of the

secret service. To prevent overlaTping, mutual interfe rence, ete.,   th®

collection effort must be

  orga.nized according to friendly or neutral area4
•

•
from which or through which the enamy  G security screen is penetrated. The

 
o

evaluation and interpretation must be organized accordir g 
fields of interest

or ar e a s wi t h whi ch t he i nf ormat i on i s c onc er ned .   ior eov er , t he r et r oact i v e

appr ai qa l of t he v a l ue of a Qour c e s houl d r_ot be l c f t t o t he c ol l e ct i ng

agencies b ut rather to the evaluation or interpretation organizations.

27
Extracted from a Gtudy written by Oberst a.D .

(Col., ? et.
)  leyen-

atueber in 1955, which dealt with the organization of the military

secret service (counterintelligence service). Karlsruhe Collection.
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Juat like a mother usually closes her eyes to the faultG of her awn ch 1d,

wh om s h e c on c i de r s t h e b e st and r os t b eau t i f ul of a ll , c.  ai .
l i t ar y or c i vi l i an

of f i c i a l of a c l ande s t i n e c ol l e ct i n g agen cy w i l l r a r e l y r.ot i c e a f a  ]
.
t i n

the contact he has establi hed or   maintained. He will be the last one

to detect that there is co:nething wTong, even i f his source has been operating

fcr the enemy for quite Gome time. This wa5 one of the organizational

d ef i c i c;n c i e s f r om wh i ch t he Count er i r. t e l l i g en ce Of f i c e suf f er ed i n 1° L:4 .

 , -  .r-  -Th e r e t r o sr  e c t i J e ev al u a t i on a nd a.n a l y s i s of r ep or t g f r om a s our c e wehgn

ucue.
lly neglected becauQe of the voluminous daily workload. This type of

 

,analy=is is actuall y very Gimple aud produce,
  an uneqaivocal verdiet on the

some
v a l u e and cont ent s of i nf or ma.

t i on .   par t  f r om   i nd i v i du a l "ma j or " c on t a c t s ,

 
s u ch an a na l y s i s s h ou l d n o  b e 3 t he

 
e r  a l

 
t af f .   pe ev a l ua t i on

accorr  lis,
hed by the three cervices.  nother factor to be considered is that

t ie evaluation T erscrlnel are not acquainted with the collection methods and

  t e chn i que s . For t h i s r ea s on , t h e ab ov e- ment i on ed ae ct i on s   f or med

 
subsections or s:milar organizational unitG for pre-evalu.a

tion purposes, but

wi t h out f i nd i n g a t r u l y s a t i sf a c t or y s ol u  Li on t o t he pr ob l   n. Th e s e wer e t he

intellectual premises orl which the sub e uent reorganizatio:  was baaed."

Th e Gu b s e qu e n t r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f i  r a n c h ,
  I , wh i c h t o ok p l a c e i n 1 9 

.
4

,
 

1  R '`'
1     :, p̀a:   ^

r    
f

  l i s e ` t h e G Lt emp t o n   ii t l e r ' s l i f e o n 2 0 J u l y a n d i t s c o n -h

cequence , led to the following organiaat _ona
l  tructure :

. Q  ' /   '
  Western Section: collection i or a  e the West, and

  Bra  - J
Ea s t e r n   ec t i on : col l e ct i on i r 

o
r     e rt t h e Ea s t .
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I `w '   '̀   i i  [.In addition e- aluati
U 

encie were created   e#- r.re bdi  ,
gu vided

    crt:/ t .    r u    o  c   d .
Army, Navvy, Air Force  rd fnduetry. Theae pre-evaluatioa

sections were in turn subdivided according to countrieq, assembly areas,
  etc., by the various

categoriea of information. 

The collection sections were responsible for maintaining eu3.s
ting contacta

and -- inaofar as possible -- for estab .
ishing new ones. They were to guide

and control the collection of information through these aources.

  v 
The pre-evaluation aectione, having equal rank   the collaction aections,

aesigned miasions and requested information on the basis of requirements

_  
transmitted.by the intelligence officers of the three services. They evaluated

individual contacts and sources by retroactive evaluation of the information

produced; in this capacity they caoperated closel.y with the intelligence

officers of the three aervices. They thus acted as advance filtere-- at least

in judging the value of information -.- in transmitting newly arrived items

  of i nf ormat i on.

This organization was no doubt more effective thsn the previous. The

change in the organizational structure should not be attributed to the fact that

the counterintelligence agencies had meanwhile been traneferred to the

 urisdiction of the Reich Security Main Office (R  HA -- Reichasicherheite-  

hau  }
,
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since it had previously been planned on the basis of past experience.

A draqtic change in the collecti: g methods occurred at the beginning

of f i c  
_a

l s who
of 191,1  . The nw-ner ous ot her _ov er nment and   Par t y   ^

were en ;:aged in the collection of information in Gome eapacity or another --

especially the two  ;ominant personalities Himmler e.n
d, until his death,

Heydrich -- succeeded in influencing Hitler to dismias   Admiral Canaris

that otivated this decision were
who had hi t her t o be en conGi de r ed i ndi G  enQabl e . The re a s onfi g en i ng

and
s e cr et conf er enc e G  t,ri l l r..r obab l y nev er be c et erni ned . The Chi e f of Branch I ,

Colonel H _nsen,  ucceeded Can.ar
is. At the same time, t:ne Counterintelligence

  .  
--Of f i ce wa s t r anGf er r ed f r om t he Armed For ce s Hi gh Comr  and t o R.e i ch S®cur i t y

 

  ta i n Of f i c e and r ed e s i gnat ed Amt r li l .
{Mi l i t a r y Of f i c e )

. I t t hus became sub-

ordinate to the Chief of the State Security Service {SD -- Staatg-SicherheitQ-

  i en   t j
, Kal t enbrunner . Thi G t r ans f er di d not change t he mi l i t ary st at u s of

the personnel assigned to the office, since they continued to serve in a

  military capacit,y and were adminiQtered by the respective oersonnel ager.c
ie4

of the three sercicea.

After the attempt on Hitler is life on ?0 Ju1y 19L1;, in the preparation of

which the Chief of the Military Office had a certain part, Schellenberg, wno

wa s Chi ef of Of f i c e VI {Col l ec t i on of Pol i t i c al News f r om Abr oad) of t he Re i eh

Se cur i t y '•iai n Of =_  i c e , 3  ]E a s s umed t he ac?d i t i onal dut i e s of di r ec t i n g t he

ra litar-, 
Office. This organization rema.

ined unchanged until the end of the

war . As a r e s .z
l t , a maj or par t of t he i nf or ma t i on cal l e c t i on e   f or t
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of the Luftwaffe and the other services was controlled by the National

Soc i a l i gt F$r t y secur i t y s®r vi ce af t er 191. L,..

? . Th e I n t e l l i e en ce Oi'f i c e:r
 

f t he Hi   h er He adQUar t e r s

Whereas before the war the collection of  
.n
formation was primarily

the tack of the couterintelligence agencies, radio intercept services,and

other unito of the Luftwaffe High Command under ths control of the latter,

this function was transferre3 to a large extent to the higher headquarters

subordinate to the High Command. There, t.he ini'ormation reGulting from

sir and ground reconnaisaance first became available, and to a certain

 
degree alsa the statements of prisoners of war. The monitoring agency within

the higher headquarters was t;he intelligence officer.

The intelligsnce officer was responsible for

(a) Enemy intentione on the baei.s of ground and air reconnai sance

r e s ul
.
t s ;

  (b) Priso ner-of-war interro¢ation t atenaents;

(c) Interro ation of local inhabitants;

(d) Fx loitation of captured doatument8;

(e ) Pr e,  g ana ,
h s i s :

(f) Tar et analYS s;

and as secondar  m.
issions, he took charge of

(g) Counterintelli ence mattere (Anticabotage and counterespionage},

but onl,y
in coordination with the Armed Forces counterintelligence

  agenc i e s ; and

(h) Soldiers'welfare matters.
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The chiefg of the intelligence branches of these headquarters were

usua119 general staff officer8.

Th® higher Luftwaffe headqusrters particinating in the collection of

.  
information with their sphere of jurisdiction were th  following:

 

(a) Th® ai r f orae headqua.rt er s ;

(b) The air corpa headquarters;

(c) The sir division headquartera;

(d) The air force cammanders;

(e) The Luftwaffe liaison m3asiona attached to arm  group and

art°3t 9 g;
 

head uarter and

(f) The air force administrative command headquarters.

The means for collecting information, which were availabla to the

intelligence officer$ aecording to the level of the hea.dquarters they

served, were the followingt

  (a) Strategic and.c
loQe air reconnaiGsance unit8;

(b) Enelqy observations made by bomber, fighter-ba ber, fighter, snd air

  transport units;

air(c) Ground and air observations by friendly flak and  ignal unita;

(d) Statements by prison®r9 of war and deserters;

(e) Captured enemy property;

(f) Information concerning the enemy, msde available by the Arm  and Navy;  

(g) Reporta from agente (of the couaterintelligence services or occasionally

of t he Luf t waf f e pr oper ) ; and

( )  nalyFiQ of the enemy press and radio.
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In addition  each intelligence officer received information from the

Luf t waf f e Hi gh Command and t he k:i gher headquar t er   . B  t l i s t i ng t he s our ce s

of i nf or nat i on av ai l abl e t o i nt e l l i g enc e of f i c er s i n wart i meJ one ar r i v e s at

the conclusion that the bulk of the information on the  round and air

 ituation was gathered by the headquarters in the field . The intelligence

per s onnel at  t he Luf t waf f e Ai gh Com -nand pr oduc ed t he a i r e 8t i ma t e of t he

c i t ua t i on f r om t he sum t ot al of i
.n

f ormat i on c ol l ec t ed by t he f i e l d head-

t he i nf ormat i on
quarters;  

 pa  e
d through the intermediate comm.andg whieh also made

us e of i t . '

   

The most important and most reliable e collection
 ò o   i

 
,
u    t o   

-
in the field ere the reconnaisGane its. The tactical reconnais ance

.
1  R--

units brought information and photograph  from y
combat zone, whereas the

 trategic reconnaisGance  .zn
its obtained in.

formation -- above all photographe --

of eneu y t er r i t ory G3t  .i at ed f ar t o t he re ar . The hi gher t he headquar t er e ,

  the farther it4 strategic reconnaia ance aircraft generally penetrated

,
otier enemy rear areaQ.

  To develop and evaluate incoming photograph , the unit4 responefble

for photorecoru aiGsance as well as every h  rer headquarter9 had one '

photographic shop. The staff photo agency at higher headquarter  was

under the operaiional control of the pb ographic interpretation ofz"icer

assigned to the intelligence  taff. It wae his duty to ecreen the photo-

graphs and evaluate them ac tc their u4efulneas to the operational

c ommand . Fie was al s o r e   pons i b l e f or t r anA    t t i ng wi t h  a mi ni m  a of
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delay II interpreted printa to all agencies interested in their contents•

The Garman Air Force Directive No. 16, Luftkrie fuehruna

(Air Warfare), reprint of March 191 0, par. 79 - 101, definee in great

detail the purpose and methods of collecting information by higher head-

28
quarters:

Par . ?9: Rscannaissance should produce a reliable and complete picture

of the situation as rapidly as possible. The reconnaissance

resultq form the basis for the deciQion4 taken by the com:nand and

the operationa conducted by the troops.

•
Par. S0: Wartime reconnaissance is baged on peacetime intelligence.

The information obtained in peacetime is generally decisive for

the initial employment of the air force.

In the further course of operation  it often saves new reconnaissance

flights that waste time, necessitating only a qupnlementation or

. reevaluation of available intelligence.  

Peacetime intelligence activitie9 produce the baQic information

that cannot b® obtained during hoqtil3ties or only at great

di f f i cul t i e s .

  e,  
   or /t

 
er ..Per.  1: Wartime media are as followg:  .

Air reconnai4sance, aircraft-warning service, intercept service,

28
Karlsruhe Collection.
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ex chan ge of i n f c ,; a t i or. ,  ;r e   s a n3 r a r'. i e ccr ut _ny , TeT or t   f r om a   ent a ,

 , r i r on er - of - wa r r t a t ement s , 4r.d e tra   ua t i or of car t ur ed c ocume nt   .
  ..

  .
t,• - !  ̀r x . . 

 
 •  1 .  a r . a? :    ,̀s,-e r y one -of t he r e . ' , , mac  i a ha r i t   own advan t e.Ee 4n

and d i   advE.n
t a   ,e   . And ea ch n ed i u r: :-   . 

i t 4 l i    
.
t Gt i on ;  . Th e

i ra. or t ant ;.h i n  i   t o u   e t he r i   ht one a t t he r i   ht t i n e and  

t o co or d '
_na t E t h e i r u s e i r_   u c r. a mar.r .er t l.a t t h e r e ru l t   e om-

p l ement y
 

on e 4n c t r e r i n   t eGd of ov er l a      ?_r U.

: ,  ', ';        
.

,,
  h̀ e r ec onna i c     r:c e i nf or ma t i on (a i r r e conr a i c   ar,c e , i n t e r c e7, t ,

a i r c r a f t =. a r r_i n : Ger  *i ce , an d r e ,: -or t   f'r om ac j a cent h eadqua r t e r   )

! col l ec t ec   nd ev «l ua.
t ed b T t h e :  i r r e   ar t ge t lle r i n     t a t i on a t t h e

c om  a nd oo s t of -  h e Gi r f or ce r e  = c   uGr t er   i n t _h_e f i e l d pr a3u c e s

t h e e 4t i ma t e of t h e   i t u a t i on . w e r y   t a f f  r u 5t t r an cmi t      rn-
.
f i ca r.t

i nf or r  a t i on t o i t   owr. un i t Q   :nd ot her s t a  ' f   wi t hout d e l ay .

kir  econnai cance

produce P ar .   3 : Lr.
de r f av or   'ol e c i r cu   :=t  :n ce c , a i

.r r ec cnna i Gcan c eAr ap-?a l y a nd 

c ompr ehen   i v e l y c.n ove r - a 11 e Gt i n.a t e of t he r i t u a t i on a   we ll a s

numerou  detail .

nut a   r r e con =a i GGunce can on l y : .et e r mi n e wha t ev er i 4 v i   i b l e t c  t he

eye or can b e ph ot ogr  ::.  1ed . I t f a :i l c i n
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establishing details to which it has no accese.

Moreaver, air reconnaissance is hampered by the adversary,   by

unfa4orable weather, and by restrictions to certain hours of the day

when there is  ufficient light. Thig type of reconnaissance can

therefore produce only extracts of the situation. And even these

are based on momentary obgervatione.

On the other hand, the range of air reconnaissance iQ $o exte  ive

that the oyer-all resu].tg can comp nsate for the fact that the

information has gaps and covers a liwited period. '

 
Par. 84:The air reconnaissance af the gir Forc®, Arm r, and Navy serves the

purposes of each service and simultaneou lv also the over-all conduct

delineate
of warfare. The Armed Forces High Command must therefore   the

     'c  . o n/
territorial and functional ,a .  responsibilities of each

.  
    service and define its ovn    requiramenta.

Par.85: The reconnaissance area of the Air Force ie usually beyond the
!  

reconnaissance areas of the Arm y and Navy. If possible, the delineation

 hould follow geographical lines.

At the beginning of war, air force reconnaissance on land usually

starts beyond the aastaned assembly and staging areas of the ene 

ground forces• Exceptional situations require different reconnaissanc®

missions.
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Par.8
6: Ih:rinC the course of cperationn the reconnaic c.nce areaG and

m.
? s s i on g wi 11 a 'r i f t f r equ ent l y . Th e a c t i v 3t i e G of t h e r e c onn a   s   anc e

un. 
Lt   , how  ev e r , w  17

_
b e f a c i l i t a t ed

.
by max 

.num c on   i 4t en cy .

PG.r.
g7: To economize forces, it may be in: icated to dele ate 4ome ©f the

r e c onr a i   s   :nc e m:i   c i on Q of on e aer v i c e t o an ot h er . Car e mu s t b e t ak en

t ha t on e ' s own mi   s l on i s r.ot i -npa i r ed .

Par . 8: Occa ionally, it will be i n o;-sible  o prevent overla  in  in

r ec onr s i s Ga nc e . r he u   e of a i r c ombat f or ce g i n t h e r e co:Ln a i s sa n c e

or c omba t a r ea of t h e gr ound f c_•ce s wzl l of t en  nak e a i r r e e onna i s san c e

! land
necec4ary. Zn combatting mobile targets in the   battle area,

it will be pr cticularly neceQ ary to comrnit air reconnaissance unitG.

Par.89: T' .e procedure for flying reconnui  ance missionG prior to an attack

of f r i end l y 1' or ce s a.n
d t h e Ge l e ct i on of un s t s f or Qu ch a pur ?  o Ge wi l l

depend on the ty- e an3 cumprehen iverlec  of the over-a11 nis ions,

• on the enemy Qituution, on the weather, on the ti
.me of day, and

on the terrain.

 irective  fro;  higher headguarter  will gu.arantee coherence in the

- executien of the reconnaissance rnission and ei'fective employnent

 of f or c e s .

The air reconnaiccs.nce units of bombar nent winQs will lim.
it the  cope

of their mission to e tabliGhing the enemy ar.d weather  ituations

along tneir
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appraach routes and above their targets as well ag to collecting detaile

checking
i nf or mat i on on t h e ob   ec t i v e and   f  t h e e f f ec t of b omb i ng s .

Even so, these units will observe anything that night be of interest

to the conduct of air operations during the execution of their

assigned mi sions.

Par.90: The reconnaiscance Frocess cons sts usually of taki.ng serial photo-

graph . Since thie takes time, the flightg muct be so prepared that

the reconnaissance recults can be fuil3r eaploited.

air
In urgent cases, p

hotogra hie reconnais ance will have to be replaced

 
by vicual reconnaissance and radio report  to higher head uarters9

• or by direct renort4 to assembled combat forceQ.

Ent i r el y new vi s t a s t hat ?=car.not yet be f  il l y gaugec  have been

opened by the advances made in the field of television.

Par. 91:Economy of reconnaissance forces for individual missi.on
iQ indieated.

. Theee forcea ehould avoid becoming involved in combat. If proper

equi pmen t i s av  .
  l ab l e , t hey ; h ou l d f l y s i n gl y , t ak i ng f u l l advan t a ge

of t he i r r a nge .

Emplo *ment of units flying in close or3er might be necesqary, if
.

the reconnaiGraace miseion is directed againat atrongly defended

areas or targets and   powerf-sl protection ia needed.

and complete observation
If the misaion requires  imultaneousnreconna

issance or 
  of

large areas, the tots,
l requirement of force4 will be calculated

on the basiQ of the width of t®rritory
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cover ed by each s 3x cr af 't .  

Par.92: The miQeion given to the reconnaiesanc® forces ma et clearly ind3oate

what is important to the command agency as w®11 as ho r and   to

vhom the results ahould 'be tran iitted.

It may be expedient to inform the reconnaisaance unita abotit the

s i mul.t aneoua co mmiai t ment of combat f or ce s t o whom t hey can t raa  mi.t

imp©rtan.t observations direet ,q by radio. •

f l owa
  Par.93: Reconnai0 anee miqaions 

  against fjxe targ®ta vary according

.
to the situation, extension, course, and signif3canc® of certnin

 
' parts of'the target. The timing an,d the frequency of the reconnaisaance

missions depend on their purpoae.

Reconnaissance miseione flown against mo_   targete, $uoh aa'air-

eraft, tran aport movemdentg, motorized troop units, etc., muet tak®

intii account the probable reaction of the opponent. On the basig af

the over-al].situativn, the intelligence available, the xeathar
._

reporte, and the terrain conditions as they affect the adverse ry,

sho u].d
oheA concentrate on certain pointe where the re-

connais ance effort will be inteneified either by covering a vid®r

area or by flying more misFions.

Par . 94 = To suppl e®nent t he r econnai s   anc ef f or t over enemap t erri t or t on

the ®f n sive and to gupolement the aircraft - rarning gervice an the
 

defensive, it might be necease ry to observe the air soace above

on® s a wn territory
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by air force unit .

Par.95: hieht reconnaiGGance may be necessary to determine ener y movements

at night, to reconnoiter objective -, and to establish the effective-

nes  of bombardmentQ.

Night reconnaissance pre9w aes precise knowledge of the terrain and

targetr as well aG the abil ity of utilizing thiQ know ledge bv night

even i
.n comparative darknea4.  owever, night reco  ai sance cannot

. a 
po  -s i bl y achi ev e t he s a:ue r e   ul t s   or r epl ac e dayt i rne r e connai Qcanc e .

Par.9
6: The reGultG of air reconnai4cance operation  can be effective only,

_ if they reach in time thoGe a encies wh .c
h have to take ar ro r tg

. p p i a e

action.

Ai r cr af t   'arni na   erv i ce

Par.97: The aircraft-warnin  aervice lays the groundw
 
rk for the operations

of def ens i v e f or ce c . I t ob s erv es t he ai r s pe ce , det e c t s en®my a i r -

  craft, tre.ces their routes, and de ermineQ their whereabout4.

The ai r cr af t - war ni n.g s erv i ce co  unand ccr e ens t he i nd i v i dual r e;oor t 4

and tran mit  them according to importance and urgency irmuediately

to the defensiMe command agencies and to the airraic? warning gervice.

I t r e nor t G t o t he def ens i v e c oruzr  nd agenc i e   t he l andi ng of enemy

aircraft,  he release of propaganda
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by the enemy, and the airlandi.x g of individuals or bodies of troopa.

Par. 98:The aircraft-werning sarvice does not lose any of its basic 3mpartance,

even i f speci al ai r r econnai ssanee uni t s are cauooooai t t ed f or de  'enei ve

purpos ®$. The s i r craf t   arni ng servi ce operat e s i n ax ,y weat her , ewen

though it is affected by lav clowds, rain, fog, and bad visibility.
   

f '" r
It ie capable

 
be the air space without iat   ti .Herein  ex r   p on

resides its special forte. "

The sjmultaneous appearance af flying unit  at different point ,

t he di f f i cul t y of i dent i
,
f  i ng t hem as ene oy ai r craf t , t hei r speed

'
 

and al t i tude, rapi d change of di re ct i on and use of cl oud f orn at i ons

complicate the aircraft-warning service.

These di f f i cul t i e s  oais t be averaame by ef f ect i ve organi zat i on,

thorough training, and con.Ctant 3m.prove®ents 3n tranamitting

information.

Pes'. 99 : The l os s af el ement s of t he ai r craf t - warni ng aer Pi ce must not l   d
i

t o an i nt errupt i on vf servi ce at ar y t i me . Rapi d rel i ef mu.s t be caught

by accelerating the r€,plaoement of snch elements, if necessary by

i.mprovising detours.

• Other Meana of Tnformation Collect3on

Par , l 00 tAi r r econnai s sance and s i r craft - warni ng ser vi ce ar e suppl e +aent ed

by other means of collectina inform.ation to a considerable eatent.

These supplementary means often give hints fcr appropriate action to

.
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 .: = the air reconnaissance units.

8a dio intercepts provide data on billeting areas,
distribution of

forces, approach and advance route of enemy forces, and the  v.cceea

,
of f  i endl y of f ens i ve operat i ona, whi ch ar e obt ai ned by mon3

,
l  or i ng

enemy radio traffic.

The value of reliable reports from aaents can be considerable.

the
They usually inform more accurately on i  morale of the

enem y h  e front than the enemy or neutral r . They might be

t he onl y means of obt ai ni ng t a.r get dat a f or bomber at t a ck s , s u,c
h

  informatian on  
as for instance the key insta].lations of industrial plaats and

  po rer s t at i ons .

Statements of prisoners of war usually produce an idea of the ene   

d i s t r i b ut i on f or ce , t.he bi ll e t i n  are a s , s qu i p nent   and mor al e

a e.

-  or more details, see ths manual on the conduct of operations  par.

l   l.,. f f .

WeatheT Service

Par.101: The weather service is eutreanely important in wai time. it  peratea

under far more difficult circwnstances than in peacetime because

no direct inform8tion from ene  territory becomes avail.ab
le.

The gaps that are thus created on the weathermap ehouhd be cloaed,
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3L$ if at a11 possible, by using every available expedient to obtain

weather reports via allied or neutral countriec or by 3
.n
tercepting

information frcx  enemy weather station  through mrnitoring.

In wartine, air reconnaicsance can aGcume conciderabls importance

,  4     e  ,yF   .  ,,,a..i
 4. -zt   _.

f orn a   . •      r '
,   . Ev e ry   pene t r at i on i n t o eneiqp

t er r i t or y Qhoul d be us ed f or weat her r e connai as anc e . "

3 . Ca  t ur ed Ene  Y I   .
t er i al St af f at t he Luf t waf f e T.e chni cal Of f i ce

A Qo-called Cdptured Enemy l   teriel Staff was formed to research

  enemy air tech  ology; thi  staff was attached to the German te t center

of the Luftwaffe at Rechlin in Mecklenburg at the beginning of the war .

St was composed of a great number of technicianc and cpecialiGts, whoce

a s t o enem.,y ar mam$ nt ^r oduct i on
 necialized knowledge enabled them to draw conclusion n

from examini.ng

captured enemy air materiel.

Whenevr materiel was captured in any theater, inclu .ing aircraft thatr  

- had been :  hot down t he Ca t ur ed En I fa t er i e l   t a f f wa s not i f i ed b t he, P   ' Y

chief en€ineer or  caintenance engineer of the re oective headquartera. If

there wa^ any reaaon for assuming that new or unknown 'materiel had been

captured, an inveetigation coffi ittee traveled to the point where it was

located and inve tigated the item.

E  pe ci a l l y i   ort a.nt captured mat er i el wa  moved t o Berl i n and was
._ ,,-  ..  -  

e xami ned a ccordi ng t o gc i ent i f i c pr i nc i pl e s e i t her
/ 
'  e -   oi a    o f

j _
/ I, , r.,-  .  .

  counterintell igence or forn
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the

e raluation of ita usefulneaa to 
German armament induatry.

The ana],  ei s r eport $ of t he Capt u.red Enemy Mat eri el St af f were t rang-

mitted to the Intelligence Diviaion of the LuftWaffe Aigh Co  and  ta the

Techni cal Of f i ce of t he gi r Mat er i el Comun und , and t o t he   ued Force s

the
Econoomi c g St af f . Thes e r eport a vere a maj or cont r i but i on t o    :r t el l i gence

covdrage of the ene  armament industr , and the  closed many gaps in the

available information.

When Goaring was questioned about the activities of the Cap ured Ehem y

Materiel StafP during a seeeivn of the International Tribunal at Diuernberg
  f   e vai  

and was aaked whether patent rights were before the Luftwafge. 

released itema for industrial production, he answered:

,r
d r''' è     .   

,They,
 

ul d have  gone t o hel l a, i E t heg a° + ° 
 1

d  . Patents never  othered me, whether they were GerIDan or

foreign."

 
4.The Interr©s ation Cam  at Oberurael

At the end-of 1939 a tranei amp for ene y airmen wa8 opened atb   .  „
Oberurssl in the Taunua Mountains s  t of the Inte113genc® Divieion

of t he Iuf t waf f e Hi gh Cammand. Thi $ #  . Camp had t he s i ngl e m f.s ai on Of

• /    i  
i nt err ogat i ng enemy i 3  ag cr ews bef ar e t he  e  e-  1  t o permanen / h!t

a
 

 ̀ C i

ca  oa . The r ea  on f o  eat abl i shi ng   - e--r+ p ee  e  . camp was t hat  eeee e    g-

   
 

' t no ul i nf ormat i o
n u L(, dus ef     ob ed ur i ng

  ,    
     interrogation o ,,   at field headquartars or   - ho co®maadn

poat a of combat t roop- el ament s . 'Plre  nt el l i g  c e ©f Pi cer s aaei gned t o
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  -   t   '
such headquar t er s , who    r    .t -   s t o conduct   i nt er r ogat i ons ,   l a C 

n
a,c dne exper i ence n d ,•;,.   -

J-I r
t he over- al l s i t uat i on, r   . , .hey were unabl e t o aak t  se  t -

      j' ,,
Q
    

 y[,
 

`     
  ' D'LY/ Yt- 1      t/ f    I I G" ' '

questions
n

p oducwd information of interest to the top- 

level command. Occaaionally, when priQoners were captured bq a forward

combat element,
'
, such an "interrogation" degenerated into a Qoc .a

ble
  " '1   o'

  
  +c.  . y

 
ywf.   3

eonversation that was spiced bp 3ntoxicating beverages
1
, Qo that the prisonerQ
 

were often completely gpoiled by the time they reached the proper inter-

rogation authorities.
 

Tn 1941
.
  a general order was therefore issued by the Armed Forces High

Command, specifying that all aviators flying enemy planec who had been shot

.

down were to be brought immediately to Cberursel without any prior inter-

rogation. There, the interrogation wa^ then undertaken according to uniform

gu i de l i ne s t h a t wer e appr onr i at e f or t he pur pore ; f  ,ir t hermor e , ex per i enced

• ex- erts conducted the interrogationq in conformance with the intelligence

requirements of the Luftwaffe High Command.

In general, it is no exaggeration to atate that this type of prisoner

interrogation produced valuable information, thet the BritiQh
 

rom the outset
prisoners maintained a remarkable interrogation disc p e does not change

any of t,he Ge f act 3.

D iring the early period of their intervention in the E iropean theater,

the American crews were more communicative. They anGwered all questions in

a harmless;,sn
d uninhibited manner. ThiQ condition, which was so convenient
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f or t he i nt el l i genc e col l ect i on per s onnel changed  3$ t he cour se of t i me .

In fact, during the last years of the war, the gmericans als® maintained

.

an interrogation discipline that waQ sfmilar to that of the British.

The author has some peraonal experiences regarding the interrogation

di4cipline of the Britieh. In Augu  t 1  .1 two Britieh aircraft carriers

  attempted to attack the porta of Fetaamo and Kirkenes. gbout 25 poung

British fliers were pulled out of the water and rescued from the mar y

airaraft the Germans shot down. Despite excellent care and very  oci .b
le

treatu ent, not a single Briti eher gave more tha.n his name, rank  and

 
 erial number d the firct interro ation. The interro ation turned  g g g

out to be verp interesting, neverthelesas while the men were being gerved

at the officers' mesa, their clothes had been hung up to dry in the sun.

The.Germana had taken the opportunity to search the pockets for interesting

documents. In so doing, they found among other items the complete operations

  order of the group, containir g all the information on the scope of the

operation, the number of aircraft employed and available, the names of the

superior officers and the f ying crews, and maz ,y
details on routine matters

concerning aircraft carriers,
  and the service aboard such ships• The inter-

rogation officer was thuQ abls to te31.tha prisoners all thst and even more

t hi ngs t hat he r eal l 3r want ed t o f i nd out f r om t he n. Si nce sever al of t he

young men had two movie tickets of a Reyk avik theater in their pockate,

it  as also not
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t oo di f f i cul t t o c on_
f r ont t h em  ,    t h t he i :  f or :na t i on t h a t t h ey had b aen

t o a mov i e l  wi t h a gi r l a t   eykj   .v i k oa1
.y f our da;    ago .

Th i   e   En  i v e   now1F.  .ge of t h e Ger man of f i c er   j  r odu ced not onl y

e: ormou   urpri e but alao repeated loud laughter on the part of the young

when he
pri oner4. The only one who did not c: ile wa  the cantain,  „found out

that hie pocketc had been  earched mearwhile ar.d that he had forgctten to

r d him elf of the important document  before ctarting on his miG ion.

An amu ing incident, but a1Qo a Qeriou  one, which indicates that the

be; t interrogation diccipline iQ of no u e, if all item  that  .ight pravide

 
the enemy with c1ueG are not put  a ide before starting on a  crtie. --

 a
The pri oners mentioned above were  ent by air to Cberureel on the next day.

The interrogation of l  ench fliers wae of no intelligence Gignificance

becau e of the ahort d uration of the conbat operatlon  againct rrance.

Uf a l l En emy pr i   on er a t h e ° ov i e t c r ewc we r e t h e mo   t T, ri l l i nrs
t o ar. swer

qu e s t i on   t ha t   rer e Fu t t o t hem i n a   p ec j a l car  p a t :  r e   t Li t o  rs k and l a t e r•

at another inclo ure near Loetzen ir. Ea t PruGGia. Thi  willingne s to reveal

 ecrets  hould ?robably be attributed to the fear  pread by Soviet propaganda

the
concernin ;

h
bad treatment meted out by the GermanG.

The mothod  of interregation emplcyed natura.
Ily took into account the

29
Gen . Lt n . a . D.

(  i zj . Gen . , RAt .
) Idi e l   en , 1 =  1 F1 1e   er f u ehr E.r Ki r k ene s

lp i r For ce Co rn r:a nd er a t Ki r k en e R i n 1     1)
.
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national charact eristic  of the pri oner  and their individual per analities,

s i nc e t hi Q wa s t he onl y way of obt ai n i ng u4ef ul i nf or ma.
t i on . In many i n  t ance s

 he priQoner  made statements to 4ecure opti.mum
treatment. This slanting of

i nf ormat i on wa s. par t i cul ar l y prev al en t among pr i Goner s who had been subj e ct ed

to some of the atrocity propaganda that had been spread in some countrie4

during the war and who believed that they would be badiy treated. With

prisoners from west European countries friendly word4, generous treatment,

and apparent disintereGtedness regardi.rg
the statem®ntG made ware more

successful thst rou,h tactics, which u ually irx uced the pri oner to become

i
s t ub'nor n . ,

The firat commander of the Oberurael transit camp was Major Rumpel,

an old wartime buddy of Goering. He wac a very canable and versatile officer

who was particularly suited ?or ag4uming thi4 psvchologically difficult task .

Despite the primiti4e amenities, he always  treated priGoners in a htzmane

m3nner,ar.d the interrogation methods were therefore extremely  uccessful. 
 

 . ,W hen t he s e f act s be came known t o hi m, Hi t l er gr ew;
 

qu s pi c i ous , f ee l i n.g
t hat

this eapable officer and aome of his interrogation officers were too anglo hile.

he therefore ordered that they be relea ed from their a signment. Rumpel vas

4ucceeded by Lt.Col. Killinger who did not make any najor ehanges in the

methodq employed at OberurGel.

The procedure by which a certain category of pri4onerq were  ent to a
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Gpecially es+  blished interrogation camp ha4 proved fully effective. The

interrogation team that had been specially trained in its field had mat ,y

y ear Q of ex per i en ce an d t h er ef or e h ew ex a.c
t l y h ow t h e enerr y c ondu c t ed a i r

force operationG and what hiG items of equipment were. In a king questions,

t h ey cou l d l i mi t t h e f i e l d of i nt e r r oga t i on t o t h e a r e a   i n wh i ch t h er e wer e

gape that needed  illing. Becau e of their background they were able to

,
recognize interrelationships that had hitherto been unknown from minor

, ..- indicationQ or unintended remarks. Thuq, they were able to add piece l 
  ,

p i ece i n a n ef f or t of un c ov er i ng t he wel l - camou f l ag ed ed i f i c e of enea p
•

a7r armament and operation9 methods and pla  ing.

together with
Oberursel,  n

the transit c np at Loetzen eatablished for the Russian

one  
c r ew  b e came   of t h e no at 3mp or t an t Qour ce s of i nf or mat i on f or t h e

German Air Force and 81so for the   rmed Force High Command.

5 . Co o er a t i on wi t h Al l i ed a nd F̀r i end l Ỳ I nt e l l i a e n c e Ser vi c e s .

 
Before the outbreak of war, there had been no or anized cooperation

betw®en the Ger ian intelligence cervice and those of allied and

f r i end l
,q coun t r i e s . Th e mi l i t a r y s t a f f s of t h e a l l i ed Ax i 4 Power a on l y ex-

changed officia? visits, and occasionally leading peraonalitie4 met  $ at

conferences• OccaGianal confidential contacts between

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

- 93 -

different intelligence  e_rv
icec did not result in any exchange of general

i nf ormat i on , but  
.n r e , or t 4 on d et ai l   , i f any-t hi ng .

Even durinn the war the Axin  owerQ did not cooperate to the degree

that would have be®n ec ential for achieving cne cormnon objective. On the

other hand, tY e allied countriec mutually infarmed the attachec in a very

prcper and exhauctive manr_er.
PerhapG the  ole exceT tion wa  the re reaentative

of t h e   ovi et Uni on , i f' t r.at count ry can be count ed as one of t he a l l i ed

powers after the agreement of 1939• One author wrote on thi 

30
cubj ect i n 19  5 as f o? .owQ:

•

 T ,   ,During the _olich Campaign the agreement with the Soviet Union was

arrived at, as known (qic). Upon Goering '  requect, a Rus ian air attache,

Col one l   ko  yakov , Goon a.rr i v ed at t he headquart e r G. The una astmli r_g , t ac i t ,

and completely uneducated Ru cian officer was attached to the intelligence

cection. I lthough he was aRsigned hi  own room at headquarters,  kornyakov

. made little u e of it and could not be  een for weeks. Nis principal

occupation wa  to travel. Accompanied by a German officer, he viGited all

major German cities, chowing particular intere t for churches and cathedrals.

The intelligence Diviqion could not obt .
in any in formation on t zrsian aviation

from thi   ource.  kornyakov, in turn,

30
Gen.Ltn.a.D .

(AZaj.Gen., Ret.
}  chmid, Die 5. nbt, de4 General tab  der

Luftwaffe (Ic) (The Intelligence Divi ion of the Luftwaffe General

 taff). hr rl ruhe Collection.  
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was not part i cul ar l y i nt ere st ed i n us (Tr : t he Germa.ns } . He onl y st at ed

that everything was better in the Ru Qian gir Force than in the German.

He furnished a sumptuous apartment in Berlin, brought his wife from

Russian in 4pring 191 0, and  hortl,y afterward le£t Germany without re-

turning. He waa not replaced by anmbher officer."

It ie probably in the nature of intelligence work that the information

.
obtained ia carefully kept secret and that the personnel engaged in th 

.e

activity do not trust their best friends. Nevertheless, the German

3nt el l i gence per sonne l succeeded duri ng t he war i n car ef ul l y es t abl i shi ng ,

_ .
contacts with the intelligence servicea of some friendly countriea• Dr. Paul

Lenerkuehn, pr®sently a member of the BurLdestaa (Germsn parliament , lower

house) and form rly associated with th® Counterintelligenc® Cffice of the

31
Armed Forces High Command, writes on this sv.bjec

t sa followg:

"During the military operations in the Balkana the German forces

S benefited from th® information obtained by the German counter-

intellig®nce agencies that had been active in thoqe ar®ae. In

addition, they al4o prafited from the carefully established and '

maintained cooperation with Hz ngarian, Bulgarfan, and partly also

Romanian intelligence Qervices.n
 

"Other sourceG of information wer® the reports from the military

attachea 8nd tha ezchsnge of data with friendly intelligence servicea.

• For this purpose, the Counterintelligence

31
Dr. Paul Leverkuehn, Der  militae riache I achrichtendien t (The Military

extracted from z Zweiten WeltkrieeesInt el l i gence Gervi ce)
, 

(The e. ,tince  . ee o or ar   p. 204 .
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Cf f i ce of t he   rrned For c e4 Hi gh Ccmm  anc? act ed a4 i nt ermedi ary . "

Another statement made by the Qame author indicate4 that friendl,y

relationa were also maintained With the  peniah intelligence aervice.

He writes on thic subject aG followe:

"The counterintelligence staff haG Qul  itted information on the

imminent Allied landingG in North Africa. ?'-ioreover, Hitler and the  

political and military authoritieq mu t have known that the   anish

31 b
intelligence service had received  imilar information."

Another proof of the German cooperation with  ̀panish intelligence

•  
r erQonnel was the so-called CaGe   Martin. It indicates that at lea at

the Eritish were oriented on the connectior. between the German and  ̀panish

intelligence services. The Ca4e Niartin wa4 an English attempt to play

secret documents into German hands. For this purpoqe, a British submarine

abando
 

a corpse near the  ̀paniQh coast, which was dreGSed in a British

  maj or 'g un i f orm. Th
,
q "Ma j or Mart i n" carr i ed c3oc,,  ent s i nd i cat i ng t hat

landingn were intended on Sardinia, not in Sicily. The BritiGh plan

 ucceeded completely : the Gertnan  rmed Forceq High Command was imnediately

informed. However, no decistve changes in the defen ive diqpositions in

the r•lediterranean area uere made, not becauee the documents did not qeem

true but because their contents 4eemed too unrealistic from a military

poi nt of v i ew.

31g  
Ibid, p. 206.

31 b
Ibid, p. 207.
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' With regard to German contact  witY: the Romanian intelligence  ervice

32
dat i ng bs ck t o pr e' +tor l d '  ar I I daya , Dr .  ' aul Levenkuehn wr i t es :

" t that tirne Romania wa  politicall  neutral, inclining to the Alliee

rather than toward Germany. G .nar    ucceeded  n convincfng tbe chief

of the Romanian intelligence  ervice that the ? omanian ccor omic interect 

would cuffer greatly , if the DJ_nu
be waa blocked a  a navigational route.

  om then on the   rge column  on the DGnube carried  mall guard detail4,

cor paced of counterirtelligence aer   nnel."

There are no further detail  on ccoperation with allied and friendly

_ countrie  in the field o:  intelliE-ence. It will not be po cible to obtain

cuch detailr becau e the resoon ible x er onaL tie ,who could have provic?ed

info   ation, are no longer alive. Both Admiral Crna.r
is and hiG Gucce aor

Colonel Ha.n4en were executed in connection with the atte?npt on aitler 'Q

l i f e on ?0 J ul y 1g1,4 .

Direct cooFe~ ation anong intelligence officer  of allied comoat force •

naturally exi ted on a routine ba iQ in all theaters,
where combined

oneration  were conducted.

Tr u s , f or i n   t an ce , i n Ttay 1940 , an I t a l i an h i r : or ce l i a i   on   t a f f

waG attached to the intelligence Divieior_ of the Luyrtwaffe General ctaff.

n c a r ec i pr oea l me a Gur e ,   h e Ger :n9.n n i r r or ce gener a l

32
Bilanz de  weiten WEltkrie ee, p. 20 +.
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v on Fohl was at t achec t o t he I t al i an hi r For ce Iii  -h Cvm  and wi t h a   t af f

of hi a own . The mear whi l e de ce a Aed Gener  .l .
l eut nant a .D.

(t Ia j . Gen . , t  e t .
)

  chr i c? wr i t e   a    "ol l owa on t he cubj e ct of t he v al ue and act i v i t i e 4 of

t he It e.
l i an l i a i Gon   t af f : _ -   . -   ,f ,   1
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 '' " The   ene r af r  eYat i or    fi i p  t o I t a l y wa s   ood  
 

i t   neut r a l i t y

i
deRpite the allian ce ( ic). The Italian air attache Colonel Teucci made

ev ery ef f or t t o   t ay away a   muc h ac po     i b l e . ' 'he mut u sl ex change of

 
_n

f ormat i on wa   mi nor 3n v ol ume r  nd r a t h er un i l a t e r a L Ctu  i ou   _
l y enough ,

the Italian   howed a particular intere t for the Lriti h I les. They,

- w a ' h   a   iho ever, h d lzttle  .n
formation on t e ene y alr ba,e 

in the editerranean

and i n t he   out h of r re.nc e . They had onl y   cant y i nf orm2t i on ev en on r'lal t a . "

"A  ear l
 ,v a   '   .y 19L 0 a l i ai c on   t  if f of t he It al i an Ai r For ce

under t,he comnand of Colonel Teucci waG attached to the Intelligence

Divi ion. Thi4 liaicon  taff never pravided e.ny
thing; on the contrary,

r the Italiana alwayG a ked-
fcr information. The lec  the Italian  took

part in the air battle, zhe nore the  taff wa  reduced.  ithout being

i nf orcnat i on was pa s eed
abl e t o pr o  uc e any pr oof , I am f ; rml y c onv i nced t hat

A

33
    on to enemy countries v3a thi  liai on  taff and Italy."

Another tyre of liaiGon  taff were the Luftwaffe commission4 e tabli4hed

i n uno c cupi ed Fr ance and i n ivort h Af r i c a af t er t he curr ender of Fr ance .

33
Gen . Lt n . a .D .

(' Sa j . Gen . , Re t .
} r chmi d , Di e 5 . Abt . der Luf t waf f e (I c )

( Th e I nt e ll i   enc e Di v i   i on of t he Lu_f
t waf f e Gener al   t af f )

. A po s t -

war ctudy written in 19 5. Karl rur.e
Collection.
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sc] m3.d writes in the same book on the intelligence collecting activitiee

of t he se co  nni gs i one as f ol l ows :

"The Iuftwaffe ca®rniQaions in unoccupied France were effectfve
,

in collecting intelligence information, whereas those in North

Africa did not praduce. They had adjugted so Well to French

colonial life that they were unable to predict the landinge

of Al l i ed f or ces i n t he aut umn of 191 2 . They had t roubl e i n

haqtily leaving French territory and croQring over to Spain

in order to avoid caature by Allied troopq."i .  

 
.1,,

,_  
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TI .   lia  te,

  t he L  ral   at 3en Or  ani   at i + n at t } e _
L  t yra 
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    r i  

. -   .

,e . .
T  e_

  t el  .i aen  e Divi  i   (:  .  A.bt ei l   c) of t he L    e  :.C  t= 9t  P
. ,_ .

i thsreas i n peau3  t   e t he f     t i o  r 0f t  ae Int   .1#g e  e  
.  :  = is  e
.

r e at r i at ed t o ac,  act i mg al  
. i neami   g i nf orme t i ma a  d en al ti a'   

.
t     !

t  ie u ss 0f t he t ®p -1  e1:  c   aed,  
.n wart i me t he di   '38i   n t  ;e     a  i ga  il      

.
4ery  mpor tat t addi t i o  I.   i s   i   n, ' hat o  p  ePa 'i ng t he de;i.l ;y' e  t -a  ma   

of th o si " nmt i c  . Th  .a est fma  e va  a synt heai s of t   ie dnt 1  ai '  et  i ra    •

.
r eport a vf   'bo  cl   at s  l  ar   '  me headquar  er   ,   ati d   .   r   ge   

.e  , 

s e wel l ae of t he r ep®     a  d   se  tage  ori gi nat i ng f r̀a       ot he  p re- -

 
tr  .e     r ment i oned i   .

  ei  a ges  ee   onrce_a, abov. s l l Pr e a ra,d3v i m'E,  r a  p?l  , 
_ .

-  s l at t er nae i gnm eoat a  gumed ve ry con  i derabl e pi opb  t i ens       •

t be da si t us'bi o  e t't i mat e    oaed o  e  er dl e  nte     o  •i ndi tr  d i   ,Y   'mp s S - .

  r ep  ir t s and mee sageei vYii c  ha d  to be ecrsemed asyd groper];y     e  a t ed # a'to:
-   

 t he over- al l ei t   at i ©n .  .'hQ preperdt i   n   f t he e gt imat e o  t  e s i   uat 3:®o 

' _

 raa a bea r   oneib313 beaauee 3t `      sP t Y Prc  a3d ed t   ie bs  n =  . - 

f   t   t op- l evel caaoo  ind de c3    :ome . .
=t i a t beref or e   ot d  i   i   ga i   `

t he aCt i  ri t 3.e$ o  "t h  In  e1] .i gence Di vi   i   a     d e sPeai a].lg  ?  a  '  i   rt  o 
.

.
 

.l t s cl  i .ef   ar®   ere er al ,y cr i t i ci   .   .n   l l ki   dd of p  ]
.i ca'    e ec  tae 

      .

t  ie   e  an   3.r For oef The se ea i '  i a3  o  m8y be mare or l se$ j   at i f i   [  " 

,
,

o  e t hi og i   e er t ai n: t he s e  ea'  a ri t f c e ai e m o  t l,g wr i   ;  x  e neii e r

had any  .i   s i gbt # a'  o h3ghe  l   el 3  t  err el at   ,o  irsb 3.pe and wl  d#d   t a  .r s  a
-   - .

get the r3gh    =
I

_
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Gl ant .

 ,t t he b eg i n ni ng a`' t he war t h e I nt e  
.
l
.
i gcn c e Di v i c i on mov ed wi t h t h e

Zu f t waf f e Hi gh Com:land t o 4ti 13par k- wer d er near Fot   d an . Th er e t h® I v  t waf f e

High Co©m.an
d rema ned throughout the entire war.

 ince it was not r. o  
ible to move the large hi h command organization

t o t he comTr and po  t   e   t abl i   h ed f or ea ch c am.  a i gn , e   pe c i a l J
tiy   i n c e a

c om.Tne.rid t r a i n wi t h I i mi t ed   pa c e r:ad b een pr epc.r ed f or t h i Q pur po  e , t he

Lu f t waf f e fii gh Co  nand - - and t hu s a l s o t h e In t el l i g en c e Di v i s i on - -  

waQ subdivided into a fir t and a  econd echelon. The second echelan, co:n-

•
 riaing the major elementa of the lntelligence Divi ion, 4tayed at Wildpark-

kie r 3er . Tr e f i r et e ch e l on , f or mi n g t h e i nt e l l i gence s t a f f of t he Lu f t waf f e

  i gh Cor  :mand , mov ed t  _  t he v ar i ou s comms nd : os t s a s an i n t egr a l pa r t of t h e

c om  !an d . Th e di v i s i on ch i e f   a b a   i c f un e t i on wa   t o Gt a y wi t h t h e ch i e f

of the genere.
l staff, that is to Gay with the fir t echelon.

  The Qecond echelon of the Intelligence  ivicion thus operated more or

lesQ as tr e preparatnry a.gency supporting the intelligence staff at the

 
Luf t wa f f e  ii gh Co  r.and

,
  i n a l l ma t t e r s t ha t d i d not r equ i r e i mmed i a t e

evaluation. tit the s  e time, the princip .
l function of the intelligence

s t a f f f or mi ng _ s r t of t hP f i r s t e che l on wa s t o pr e - a r e t he d a i l y e et i mat e

of the  ituation. The  econd echelon receive3 itG operational inGtructiong

a  previoucly fram the diviGion chief.

Th e ef f e c t i v en e     of t r e I nt e , l i ger_c e Di v i   i on wa g gr ea t l y i mp a  
.r ed

in mid--19 ?, when the divi ion chief was replaced 'oecau4e one of his office

associate a was involved in zn eGpionage case. The ner r diviaion chief was
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e young, ine  erience3 officer.

The former division chief, Generalltn.a.D.
(t 
.a
j.Gen., Ret.

) Joaef

34
  chmi d , wr i t     on t ae subj ect of hi s rel i   f f roo t hi   as   i gnment ao f ol l owe:

"In August 1G42, on the came day Goering or3ered me to include  the  S

  ( chutz taffe . -- Nazi Party elite troops) in my intelligence agFntQ' net-

work , an of f i ce r o? t he Int e l l i gence Di v i   i on b T t h e rlame of   chul ze - Boy 4en

wa  arrected by the Gestapo (Nazi Party Secret Police) with Goering 'Q

approval.  e and his wife were accuGed of eGpionage for Rucsia 'e account.

He was eunpoged to have tran mitted information from Berlin via Delgium
 

eby radio. Throughout the entZre m onth of  .ep
tember I had no more new G on

t h i s s u b j e c t . ' •le a nwhi l e , a n  b e r of I nt e l l i g e n c e Di v i c i o n pe r Qon.n e l wer e

interrogated by a   court-martial official without my   iowledge.

It finally de eloped that Fir4t Lieutenant cchulze-Boysen had not received

any  ecret information from the Luftwaffe Intelligence Division, but that

_ hi   s our ce s of i
.n

f orms t i on wer e t he Teci ni c al Oi   i ce of t he Luf t waf f e , t he

tli n i ct r y of   'or e i gn t:f f ai r G, and t he Ar med For ce   :Ii gh Command . The ca ge

e.ga
inGt Schulze-3oyQen was know as the Ro e  :.a

  elle Case (Red Chapel};

curing the courGe of the inve4tigation at least 100 persons were arrested

in  erlin. The Chief of the Intelligence Divi ion : :as not involved. But,

t he Comrnander - i n- Chi e f and   'Chi e f of Gener al   t a f f of t he Luf twaf f e made

him the re  roach of not having  ucpected  chulze-Eoy en at an earlier 4tage

and of having rejected earlier accusation  of  chulze-Boysen by the Gestapo

in 1a3  and at the beginning of the war.  1t the beginnir.g of October 1942,
34

Gc  id, o . c t , no page number indicated.
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I found among the morning mail an m3r desk a directive, according to which

.
the new division chief was Oberstltn. (Lt.Col.) Koegel. T}  g happened after

Goer i n.g had. made some l oud cr i t i ci soma about me i n f r ont of a gr eat i  umber

of people. I left my asaignment with mixed feelings. Predeminant among them

was my gr eat worry about t he f urt her ceur sa of t be  rar and i t g f i nal i s sae

as well as bitterness about the manner in which I } sd been dismissed. To

leave a diviaion that I had 'ouilt up and whose work and people I lik®d,

was very di f f i cul t f or me . "

The above-mentioned Rote Kayelle eapionage caae was a heavy p aychological
 

burden f or t he Luf t waf f e because t he key per sonal i t y i uvol ved was a Luf t waf f e

of f i cer .

The suthor Bana Grimm writes on the   b ect of i ote Kapelle activitiea

35
a s f ol l ov 8 :

, , -

" riedrich Lenz states in hiq publication "Der ekle Wurm .
der deutschen

   wietracht" (The Disgusting Korm of German Disseneion), Heidelberg 1953,

that a n  ber of specific betrayals can be traced back to adherent$ of the

Rote Kapelle. The following it ms of infermation are li4ted as having been

turned aver to the Russians by them: the Gtrength ©f the German Air Force

at the beginning of the German campaign against RuRsia; the monthly pro-

duction figuree of the German sircraft induatry; Germany 's POL atockage

f i gure g; t he Germ an pr eparat i ons f or t he at t ack on t he Mai kop oi l f i el dB;

the tran8fer of  German parachute unitg from Crete to the Russian theater;

German battlenecka in the manufacture of

.
3 5Han8 Gr i  omn, l arum- Woher- ab  • W ? (W} y  iher ef raan- bnt i her et o} , Kl oat erhaueVer l ag , Li ppol dsber g eser , pp . l,12- 3 .
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locomotives and special valve ; the monthly sircraft production figutres

of the Charleroi plant; detaiia on the layout of the repair dockQ at

AmGterdam; mi.
litary r roduction and armament industriea at Amaterdam and

.
Rotterdam; troop movements along the Belgian and French coaat; the blue-

,pP t` 11  °'t .e   ,.':' 
  ,

p  i nt 4 of a.n a i r cr af t f a ct or y -eh ng t he Be r l i r  Dr e Qden. l i ne  t he i r on and
t ,

steel nroduction figures of Belgium; detailr concerning the develo::ment

of s r i f l e gr enade ; t h e d i a t r i bu t i on of 3I # Gercnan   nav a l uni t s ;

statistics covering the monthly armament nroduction; bomb damagec and

lossea in the Rugaian theater. Finally, a shrewd radio play informed the

 

Am rica t Ge ns hat ermany had decfphered the Cairo code, The consequenceR of

t he l a t t e r b e t r aya l wer e de c i s i v e f or t h e co  l sr s e of R,ommel  4 f or ce G

i n rlor t h Af r i ca . "

The listing of the betrayal8..
 -that were revealed indicates clearly

what a heavy blow had thus been dealt to the Gerrnan war effort. Without

  hav i ng had ar y par t i n i
.
t , t h e ch i e f of t he I nt e l l i gen c e Di v i gi on wa s

one of the victim e of the Qub4eqUent houQe-cleanino operation. However,

Goering penalized only himt e
lf by the action he had taken, since he r®placed

an experieneed man with a young inexperienced officer.
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2. Profesaor  teinmann'G APencv

An intere ting argar,ization, responsible for evaluating information,

was Professor  teinmann's agency, which was developed during the war.

Prof e s sor Dr . St ei r .maann, who was empl oyed by t he   dmi ni s t rat iv e Of f i ce

wher® he was in charge of electricity, water, gas, and other   uhilities

for Luftwaffe installations as s  rubordinate of the Construction Branch,

had already before the war advocated the idea that air warfare against

the enemy economic potential and war indu, tries  hould be conducted by

attacks on power stations and long-di4tance trancmis4ion lj.ne4. Ag a.n expert
 

in this field, he was af the opinion that a laQting disruption of the lang-

distance transmi gion lineq and the additional deatruction of the main .

pow®r plant4 would paralyze the entire economy and thu  alao the armament

pr odu ct i on  of a count r y .

He had developed a  o-called cable bomb to carry out hi  plan4. T r ihen

  thatthiQ bom'o waq dropped , a steel cable would unfurl  bu.T through HT wires

upon contact 
'
and coll apa some of the poles•   prerequisite for the latter, "

Qtrung aloag
how ever, was that the wires were not simply $       the poles, but that

they were firmly attached, as had hitherto been the caae everywhere.
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P'r of efi 4or Dr . St ei nmann had par t i ci pat ed i n t he pr epar at i on of   t t  y

36
BLAU, but had been  anable to prevail because the ground defense  

Great

.
Britain would put uv,ma

de a deci4ive   victory Geem unlikely . ConditionF

in Ru sia were different. There, the long-distance transmission lineg

.
traverQed extensive unprotected areas. A carefully planned operation

again4t the power plants and major long-diGtance transmisQion lines would

certainly paralyze important segment4 of the 5oviet armament production

potential.

This plan was not prepared during GeneraloberQt (General) Jeschonnek tQ
 

tenure af office as chief of Luftwaffe General  taff. After the victories

in Poland, France, ana in th® other theaters of war, he believed that major

su c ce s 4e s wou l  
.

be ob t a i n ed a l s o i n Sov i et l    s i a by e npl oy i ng t he Luf t wa f f e .

far tacticsl operationQ exclusively.

After Jeschonneg 's suicide, the Luftwaffe General  taff explored new

  po  ibilitieF of committing at leaat Qome Luftwaffe elem+ent 

for atrategic miQsione. In so doing, Profes or Steinmann 'G ideas were being

recongidered. In 1943 he therefore formed a special 4taff which was given

the assignment of researching all Rus ian territory within the range of

German aircraft for operationc thatc ould be conducted against power plants

and lon -distance trans<nis ion lines.

The staff waa compo ed of 37 per4ons; for reaQona of concealment, it

remained within the Administrative Office, but rectivdd its in4tructions

36
The study concerned Great Britain; for more details, see p.

60 ff.
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f r om t he Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e Gener al St af f   d
.
i r e ct l y .

I}uring the preparatory steps, all  :hotograph  taken in Ru aia up to that

time were  creened for lang-distance
transmi cion line4. Extensive new

the
 urveyG completed the over-all picture so that   com  lete information

on RuGGian power supply waG available at the   conclu ion of this project.

 iodel  were built of the moct important pouer plant4 to pravide more deteiled

information for the at-tack units. Baeed on the e data, the IV Air Corp4 was

to fly special misGions again t the  oviet power plants and Qun  liea after

the conclu ion of the preraratory work. Thi  corpa waa being  pecially
 

  ,

trained for flying  trategic bombing mi  ionQ.

however, thi  plo.n wa  never executed. When the preparatory  teps

ca.me
to a concluGion at the beginning of 1 l.,

  , the  ituation had changed

so drastically becau., e of the Gerrnan tiithdrawal in the Ruesian theater 

that the military lea er  rlo longer ex :ected  .
deci ive  ucceF  from

 
carrying out  uch an operation.

after the  urrender of the Ceraan Armed ForceG, Profeq or  teinr ann

turned over to the T estern Fowerq the dzta, model , etc., he hac  prepared .

For the i  i material located in the  oviet-Occuoied Zone, he indicated

the Gecret hiding place  to the We tern Powerq.
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Chapter Three

  .na l y; i g of t he Wa  t.i r g I nt el l i gencg Col l ect i on Ef f or t

I . Th e Ger man I n t e l l i gen ce Oa er a t i on   in We gt er n Eur on e e   = ?  aY 40  

, .
AF   previou4ly nentioned in Chapter One, the intelligence operations

cavering weatern Èuropean countrie  were inadequate unt .
l the outbreak of war.

Th® data for conductjng  trategic air warfare were in ufficient, which i  not

 urprising aince no nolitical directive for collecting  uch information had

been iQSued. Great Eritain wa  Qomewhat of an excer.tion becauQe it had been

t h®   ubj ect of an i nt enei ve i nt el l i gence ef f or t af t er t he beg  .ni ng of 1939
   

when Goering had ordered the preparation of th® previouQly mentioned  tudy

BLAU.

After F̀rance and Great  ritain had declared war, thi  Rituation changed

radically. The intelligence effort wa  increa4ed to a maximum upon requect

of the three GeryiceQ. With the outbreak of ho tilitie  direct operationP

' in enemy countrie4 were greatly reduced  o that the main empha ig in the 

operation.  again4t theqe two countrie  wa4 placed on the K.G.
(Kri  ,Qorg,

a-

nisation -- Wartjme Organization), who e agentq uere active in the neutral

countrie  of We tern Europe with Fselgium and Holland being given preference.

It i  oUviou  that the r,roper ftznctianing of 4uch a new organization created

cer t a i n
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difficultiec and required a lot of time. A  cizable increas® in the flow

of informetion from tho e two countrie  was therefore not registered during

the short time availablc. .I
t waQ primarily attempted to direct the agent e

ta ard obtaining certain definite typea of information needed

to fill exi ting gap  in the over-all int elligence picture.
(6mong auch

intelligence targetF wer® high-level military headc}uerters and ataff ,

troop trancferr  etc.
)

.

De nite the ab ence of combat action4, the main intell3gence collection

effort at the outbreak of hoGtilitieq waQ shifted to sir reconnai  ance. The
 

sir reconnaia ar ce operation  by the reconnaiaQance group of the Luftwaffe

High Command and by the strateg3c reconnai  ance units of the air forces

produced good reGulta. Among the infornation obtained were almoct all the

mi cing data on targets on the British I les and in east France; in addition,

ehifta of enemy air unite were obaerved as well aQ the etatua of enemy ground

r a f t
organization and ai

 
production.

 

The hritish naval port , above all Scapa Flow (Home Fleet), were kept

under constant surveillance for the German Nr vy. This observation was as use- .

ful for air warfare preparation  a  for naval pl .nn
ing and operations. With-

  
ou  the photographic data of  capa t low the attack by Kaptltn.

( omnaander) Prien and hi4 cubmarine could not have taken place.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

- 109 -

For the Army, the  trategic air reconr_aiQsance produced photomaps -

of the border area fortifications and of the enemy aaGembly areas. After

the German operationG planq had been determined ior the campaign in We tern

Europe, the crucial areac of operation4 were covered by photomaps  nqofar

as nos ible. PhotomapQ on various scales were thus,
 ; for inctance, e4tablished

f or advance i n t h! di r e ct i on of Se c?an anc? t o t he we s t of t hat ar ea a c f ar a s

the Channel.

ì'he intelligence coll ection activitie4 of all types were under the  ame

pre sure for tim e a4 the evaluating agency -- the Intelligence Divi4ion of
 

t he Luf t wa!'f e Hi gh Cor,imand . A par t i cul ar obs t acl e was t he f s ct t hat nobody

wa9 exactly informed on the time at which the operation again4t France was

to 4tart co that the proper ?lanning of Lntelligence preparationG was

extremely difficult.  

Generalleutnant a.D .
(Maj.Gen, Ret.

) Joaef  cr.m
id wrote a  the then

  Chi ef of t he Tnt el l i gence Div i 4i on of t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Co  r,an,d wi t h r ®gard

to the course and statua of intelligence collection and af target intelligence

37
up t o 10 A  i.y

191,0 , a s f ol l owQs

"In the cix months of the winter 1939-40 the Intelligence Divicion pro-

duced a tremendouQ amount of work and was always pressed for time. Act  .
ll y,

it was not known when the operations against  rance were to begin. The grmy

General Staff waQ oppo ed to a start in the late autumn 1939, mainly becauae

  ,c,  e,t.t, S  --G
  r 

it did not y®t have Qufficient armor. The  winter, ba d weat er

initially not
conditionG, and thê   scheduled campaign against IJorway brought about the
del ay unt i l l 0 2+ s y . "
37 Schmid, op. cit.

 
,
no page number indicated).
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"The information on sir ba es, naval porte, fortificationQ -- such

aQ Eben-Emael -- and paracnute drop zones had been prepared by the end

of March 1940. The data we e almoQt exclu4ively baqed on attache and aerial

photo reconnai  ance. At the Qame time the target intelligence concerning

France and Britain had reached a more conclusive atage. The data pertaining

to air baGes, naval and comraercial port4, and the armament indu$try of both

countriea had been compiled in comprehensive survey , conaiQting of

de4criptionQ, aerial r.
hotographq  geogravhic charta, etc. The sir objective

m aterials were made acceGsible to the field forces v ia the re card offices

 

nof al l t he ai r f i el d s i n weGt er n Ger mar  .

"The asRembly of the Allied air forces were kept under conPtant

. ob4ervation. Gtrong fighter defense forces harnpered German aecese to the

Britigh air ba.ge
in northern France. There were therefore still gaps in

the information concerning the Briti@h air force asGem'oly by 10 May 1940."

pr odu ett i on
  "The progress in British $8arnnament w a4 observed very cloaely. The

improved Spitfire models were coaunittec  in  mall numbera   only at the

tim® the campaign in the West began. r Zodern bombers were atill not available

to the Royal Air Force. The combined British and French Air Forcea were

c on s i d e r ed a s ni.maer i ca l l y and qua l i t a t i v e l y i nf e r i or t o t he ? u f t waf f e i n

Western Europe. The German air forces
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were reorgar.
ized, reequipped, and given s:ditional traini.ng during the

ear l y mont h G of 191  0 . Th ey camouf l ag ed t he i r conc ent r at i on of f or c e s by

frequent mobilization exerci,es and unit  hiftg. The lack of enemy air

activity waq noticeable."

Goering was not satiGfied.w
ith the intelligence collection and

evaluation methodR uced by the Luftwaffe General Staff. In order to

exploit every avenue of military triumph, he e m lored extraordinary

anproacne4 in  his fie1  . General Joaef  chmid writes in the qame study

on thi  Gub ect:
 

"In the winter 1939- 0, the Chief of the Intelligence Divi4ion waa

a signed a qpecial mission. In Kassel lived a doctor of inedicine who was

more than 70 years old and whoqe name waq  :errmann. ThiG doctor  , ag a

fortune tellsr who ueed a pendulum for thiq purpoGe. He a sumed various
,

tasks which he believed to be able to accompli h without fail. The4e taska

  such
cov e r ed 7t 

/
d i v er e i f i ed f i e l da a s f i nd i ng gol d depoQi t s , br i ngi ng down s i r -

craft by electric ray4, killing people wit}i electric rayc, a.n
d many othere.

Goering tru4ted this miraale man implicitely. With the expenditure of large

included
Qums of money a major operating  taff was formed   which a ,

number of deferred

personnel. Above all, this group was to pro3uce predictionQ of matters

important to the intelligence fiel.
d. After  everal month4 of activity,

Dr.  :errmann and hi  a 4ociates were proved incapable of producing any

intelligence.
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I wa  able to efiect the di Golution o ' the   r2Cle  tc.
ff, thuG saving the

Gernan Goy er nnent a l ot of noney . Appar ent l y , t he   r eat   avant r eent er ed

t he   c ene Cui •i n€ t r.e l at er wa   y ear   , when t he eti°ent s t ook an unf av or abl e

turn .n

_

•
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I I . Th e Nor ' re   i an Car•apa i  
,n

c i n c e t n e occu    a.
t i on of Denr  a r :c an 1 hor t ray had n ot b een pl ann ed f r om

t'r_e out et, the collection of intelli ence fcr t,ni  operation preeented

par t i cul a r d i f f i cu 
.
t i e 4 . Unt i l 1 ILoJ e:nber 1=3G no a € e nt   i  .d be en e np l oy ed

in  cancYinavian countrie  co that the  carce iniormation concerninff that

area originated from ocea^ional rerort  that L-ecal e available without proper

planning. Cn the other han ., the military power of there countrie  waq no

c l o   e l y €u ar d ed   e cT e t t h   .
t had t ,o b e e   - ec i a l l y pene t r a t ed .

F i•on t h e i nt e r cept s e r v i ce , wh o  .e   t a t i on a t 'rnl   um-   .̀i l d ct edt a l   o
 

covered the northern Eurarean area, there wa  nc arclicat-'on that the e

c oun t  r i E  wer e :na?  i ng an ; k i n ? of n i l i t a ry r r e par a t i on c . Th e pr e  ?a r a t i on of

an t'lr  go- Fr ench or_;e r a t   on , h ower e r , kjLe r ev ea l Fd b ot   h
,y agen t   and by r ac?i o

interce tc.

Af t er 26 i à r ch 1a1,0   when Hi t l e r had d ec i a
_e

d t o an t i c i pa t e an nl l i ed

  l and i ng i n P or wa,y , t hE  i nt e l l i gen ce da t a e     e nt i a l f or   u ch an oper a t i on

wer e pr ocur e l   r   gr ea t ha   t e . The Ger n ,an  1ati      i gh Co  F.n
d na t u r a l l y had

a wealth of information  ince the  ntire country of I ;orway wa  ee ertiallv

c oa.  t l i n s . What t h e Iva.vy   t i l 1 ne e : ed wer e ph ot omap  - of t he ba ;  ^ and p or t R

where it  ahipr were to lanc  aC w ell a  a reliable  y tem of obeervation

of t h e i r i t i eh
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Fleet. Both ta ke were a cigned to the Luftwaffe, which wae able to com-

bi ne t h em wi t h t he r,u     i One i t had t o car ry out i n i t a own i nt e r e   t . No

  pec i al i nt el l i genc e pr e?  ar at i on   wer e ne ec' ed by t h e gr oua 3 f or ce   wh i ch

were  nte€rated into the Air Force and Ivavy operatione; they needed good

r e l i abl e m.ap  af t er l and i ng .

The Luftwaffe wa  mo t intere ted in eetabli hing the fact  concerning

the distribution of the Dani h and  iorwegian  ir Force  and above all the

eer.t er c of ant i a 
.r er af t de f enae   . Ac cur at e phot or ap  of t he Norwegi an s i r -

 
f i e l     wer e r equi r ed i n orc?er t o ca rr ,y out t he i nt endod  ar achut e j unpQ 

with cub equent airUorne landing . The air attach
e

-- Cantain 5̀piller --

wa  oruered to obtain ehact information on the e  ubject  and to reoort

on Qame. Captain Gr,iller, who wa  a young c.nc? very capable general 4taff

officer, performed extremely well within a miniznw n delay although he had

been in Norway only  ince 1 Niarch 1939.

 
The principal information for the Norwegian operation wa  obtained,

however, by air reconnai  ance; here again mo t the credit muQt be given to

the Ctrategic sir reconnaia ance group of the kir Force High Coffi nand (Rowehl).

 3e f or e t h e 4t a r t of t he operat i on , no ov er t i nf r i ngcment o
  t h e ne ut r al i t y of

the two countrieG could be conniitted.
 e .-erthele a, thic group waQ able to

take aerial photograph  of all main port , navigational channel , and of all

airfieldQ from   lo to birkene  before the out4et of the campaign. In thia

manner the group ^roduced

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

- 115 -

the eG ent3al data for cond.uc
ting the operation. The reconnaic48.nce

flighte

covering objective  fro:n Narvik to  :irkene  were made by Focke-Wulf 200

a i r craf t bas ed or. Ea Gt Fr u    i an ai r f i pl dc .

l n add i t i on t o t he r e coruia i a  ar.c e f l i gh t   av er t he Dani   h anri hor weg i an

territorie , German  trategic recon.na
i sance flew mi  ionQ over the briti h

ea tern Qeabord port , witn empha ic on  capa Flow. Y'he pur*_,o e of these

fligrt  wa  to recognize in time the  tart of the anglo- ,rench operation.

The i r:t e l l i gence pr e par at i on  f or t he P:or wegi an C  tpai gn wer e t ypi eal

for excellently cond acted generel  t,aff work u yng a minimum of imprw i ed
 

meanc; at the  ame t? e, the4e nreparation  may be con idered aa exemplary

for maintaining  ecrecy.
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II I . The Fr ench Camtaai gn

The preparatory  tep  taken in the field or i
.n
tellige nce collection y

partly
pr i or t o t ?  i   camnai gn Y av e al r aady bee n̂ de a_

1t w 
.
t h i n   e ct i on I of t hi a

chapter. The collection effort wa  facilitated by the fact th_at immediately

aft®r the  tart of the war they were har ls any combat action . There can

be no doubt •that tne German military leader h:.p would have been in an extremely

• d i f f i cu l t po  i t i on , i f t he We  •her n Power G had  -t ar t ed i ffi nedi at e hoat i l i t i e 4 .

The German  had neither the military  trength nor the intelligence data

eeQential for ma or operation  in thi  area. ds it wa   however  intelligence 

agent  anc air reconnai  ance were gizen  tLfficient time to fill exi ting

gap  znc? t  produce all the information that  ub equentl,y permitted the

conduct of a B13tzkrie  (lightning war). d  :,reviou ly mentioned , the air

reconnai cance operation  ._ 
layed the main part in obta.

ining thic information.

encounterQ with
But the practical experience gained by German airmen in   enemy

  38
sircraft during the Sitzkriee (citt ng war ) wa  of great importance to

the Gernan intelligence effort  Qince it permitted a better evaluation of

the ener. y rorce . According to the e experiencec, the Frerlch Air Force waa

not con idered very highly,while encountor  with Briti h rightera convinced

the German  thEt theee op .- onen
t  were not to be ignored.

38
Thi   wa   t he t er m u   ed by Ge rman mi l i t ary f or t he phor y w ar per i od up

to 10 May 19 0.
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Ivever t he l e     , bv 1C ' :  :y i     0 t  : e Ger r.ia.r_ 
had a c oa f:l_ e t e l c ace ttr a t e

  i c t ur e of t   ,e t r c op   .nc?   i r f or c E d i   r  o   i t i on   of t he  
.r or r or.ent   . ^h ey

:  ee :  ed
2.

1s c r   .
d   11      o t o  r a r:ni c da t r. 

t o ca r r ;J ou t t l- e r l a ru z a oFe r   .
t i on   .

  u    i n    t h e i r e n c ti C  ;:: ;r  i   n t h   c o l l e c t i o i  o i i n t e ? 1
.
i a e n c e  •t, . 

l i :a: t e d

G 
L  o   t ex c l         v e l ;; t o   i r r e c on r.G

l s   Gn c e , ,_r i   on e r - of - w  .r
 
.n

t e r r o   a t i on ,

d 21  : t i  E  
.i:

t e r r •o  _:  ,
t i o   o f l o c a l i r }:  .

l  i t   :n t   .

uf ou     t  _ncl i n   i   por t a r:ee r or t ^ e c oii •u c t of t Y,e   wi f t bl i t zkr i eg

t: o,vFmJ nt   Wa   o_  l y t .h e ._r r ec on c    i       n ce , w}  i c}
_ w£   u11

_
t h e mor e     r:or t an t

b E:C   L' n ° t 1
.'?E 1J e u t  1    ' Wc: c   n O CI s l

.' 10   t t h r 0 '1 r h OU t   h E   ` i t 1 r   C GTll p c l  
,
n .

2'   l E;

_

_aG  n ;   .r t i r: t h e   : r r ec onr.a
i     a nc e Wn c _ l   y e i b t t  :ct i c   l   n ,   t r  :t e   c y

r e c ,_ nr   i     anc e f or c or.du c t s n  t r ounc  a_r.er   t i on c . ?:FCCr T  ,.      anc e r•.i     i on c t o

li I1COVE;r t i. e w  e r eut :cu t   of ci.e    -   .s r f or ce    ~  i t    .re r e c f' s ec cn   s y imp or t   n c e .

Ì'l: i   ne  ;l ECt   f e  :e ri, T t .i r _' o _r ce tt_r ; t   _n f 1  -i n  J,; r r c c cr.r:a i     e.nc e -::i     ; on 

ca r. be ek ..l   ,i r e ti uy t h e l ot,r e   t ee.r  i  -_ wf i ch t h e : lo  t i l e f or c e r   eor Lc.t v a l ue
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t t h ev h a 
d

i nc   • a c ; t  :t Ed t h e ec   e r t i a l e l e:  a r,t   = ,:r i n:  t h e   e r   J f i r c t d a ,r  _    ' t he

ce: -,    :i   r. .

'i h e •- :-  ;; t o r ec cnr.` ?     r,n ce rui     i onc f or  -r oun _? c r_Er e.
t i cn   a nd t hu   :.

1
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.
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      c C t ? C   '.   Gr !  l

.

 
y' ;:iE r .

t Or " 'f i E I i   f t i  i  
-̀
1 f e ^ .   e r l a P .. e d f r e c  '

,
  e n t ! y* .li

: u i t e of t en   .r  :- y r ec    rs z i     r;:n c e  =.i r c r a f t , r e c onna i  -   ;.n ce nl an e   of t r e a i r

f or ce c and a i r c   r r    :  wel i 3     t r a t eyi c r e cor_r. :i     a.nc e   i r cr   f t of t he

Luf t :k u f Te   i  ;h    :  :  c.nd i re r e
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engaged in the  ame mi sion. Even thou -h ruch mi take  in commar:d and  taff

a wasteful
vroceduree did not do any actual harm, they muct be condemnsd ae 

emp l oyment of aya i l ab l e f or ce a . I t can b e ex   l   .i ned onl y i f one r ememb er  

t ha t mi l i t s.r y event Q Qud denl y t ook a n u ne   ec t ed l y   wi f t and pr ec i  ci t a t ed

turn.

The over-all re ult  of the German air reconnai  ance during the entire

' Rrench Campaign were outQtanding. There waF har .
ly ar y  erioug doubt in

the  ituati
o  

at an time. The eQRential element  of informa.
tion for'    Y

conducting tactical and  trategic operation  of all thres  ervice  were
 

thue alwayr available. , .

The true value of information obtained before the  tart of an operation
.

can be exactl,y a ceQaed after the complete defeat of one G opponent. General-

39
l t n . a .D. (] iaj . Gen . , R,  t . ) J o  ef   chm  d wr i t e   on t hi q   ub j ect :

"The  trength, equipment, and ctriking force of the French Air Force,

 
in ofar a  it waQ nupno ed to eupport the gro-m d force , had been correctly

evaluated down ta individual figureG. Thia fact was confirmed after the campaign

by the former a  i tant to the sis attache,  tehlin. The   ench bomber

forcee located in central France had been overe timated . They confii ted

only of cadre unit . They had only ju t begun to receive their equipment."

"The pre ence of  riti4h bomber  in central France tt rned out to be

a hoag."

39
 chmid , Intelliaence Divi ion,

(no page number indicated). KarlQruhe

Collection.

Y
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"The Fr ench ai rcraf t i ndurtary wa,Q even Worre organi zed ar d hed a l c  er

capacity than tha German  had a  umed, The treatment of Ger  ,n airmen  rho

ba3..7.ed out or made f or ced l andi ng;  by t he French ci vi l i an popul at i oaa wat 

unworthy of the Grande N tion (Information baeed dn atateme rtg mad,e by

fl.ying per onnel who returned from pri oner-of-war campa,  nch a  for

i nat ance Gener al gammhuber . ) . The aaaafi s i.nat i on of Germen ai rmen ixy t ha

FY'snch was establ3 hea and reg3Rtered in report .n

nThe over-all evalu$tioa of the Royel Air Force during the French

Campai gn wa a v.nf avor abl e . The   t r engt h of t he f l yi ng uni t s  eommi t t ed i  i
 

northern France hsd been greatly overe tjmated. The G erman,$
had aaticfpated

that  ritiab bo ber unit  would rsid during daytime the va ,aa rable and

overextended German line  of camm unication, but no Quch raid  took place."

r
 

.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

- lzo -

IV. The Battle of Britain

The intelligence data for the Battl® of Britain that  tarted in th®

 umrner 1940 conQi ted of the previouely mer tioned Study BLAII. Thi   tudy

wa4 no doubt an apbropriate ba i  for d Ctrate ic air warfar ag e agai n , t

Britain  ince it wae the reeult of e$ten ive pre-war intelligence work.

I t wou l d h av e s a t i pf i ed r equ i r ement F, ha    auf f i c i ent f or c®  b eer  ava i l ab l e

for the operation. The preparation of thia Qtudy and tl    ork that it

re- -reGented indicate the high  tandardQ maintained by the Luftwaffe Gen®ral

 taff in preparing operation  at the top-lavel commend echelon. 5uch
•

• recognition i  'sll the more nece4aary becau e oreciQely the activitieQ

NG  't -of the Intelligence Divieion of the Luftwaffe GQneral ctaff    ub3ected

t o   eve r e cr i t i c i  -m by ma r y s u t h or a . The f a i l ur e of t he Ba t t -l e of Br i t a i n

ie aften attributed to the activitie  of thiQ divi ion and ite chjef.
 

For thi  rea on, the opinion of Generalltn. a.D. (Ma,
j.Gen., Ret.

)

! Joaef  chmid, then Chief of the Intelligence Divi4ion, i4 hereby quoted

 Q .
a ;  f ol l owa : •

"The Int©lligence D 
.v
i ion of the Luftwaffe High Co  aand wa4 intenQivel,p

engaged in the preparation of target inte].
i# ence. Photo reconnai  ance

reQult4 from micrion flown over the Br ti h I le  provided ample  ource

material. Photo r o sic4 taken f̀rom economic publications and atlaFes

complemented the information for the flying forcea. In addition, data were

c ompu t e l on t h e Br i t i ah p or t g and t h e var i ou q i   ir 
 

 
.
0

 chmid, Intell.
i ence Divi ion (no page number indicated). SarlQruhe

Collection.
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induatrial in tal  ion , with empha ig on giving the air vulnerability

of each target in detail ...."

"... IntelliEence E timate: After the campaign in the We t, th®  ritiQh

concentrated their efforta on aRcertaining the sir defenae capability of

their i landm. The reorganization of the fighter arm wa  eQ ential for

that purpose. The Briti4h fighter QquadronQ and di tribution became well

kn own dur i ng J u l y 1 9 
,0 and t he f ol l owi ng mont h   . In cof a r -a e i t can b e r e -

menbered, the number of fighter comUat un;t4, equipped with 4eitfire and

Hu r r i can a.i r c r a f t , wa   ab ou t 1 , 000 . The numb er of ant i a i r c r a f t gun.  wa Q
•

not kno rn to the German . They did lo ow, howei-er, that there wa  a ahortage

of  mall-calib®r antiaircraft gun4 beca-  e  o many gunQ of thi  type were

.
n e ed ed by t h e Ai r For c e , Ar mp  , r avy , and c o;rmne r c i al   h i po   n g . The Br i t i r h

b omb er f or ce n wer e by n o mean   u p- t o- da t e by cum ner 1 ?  0 . Th ey wer e weak ,

c on   i   t i n g of a ppr ox i ma t e l y E  4 - 700 '+Te l l i n gt on , Hampc?.en , and Whi t l ey

  a i r cr a f t wh i ch wer e Eira i l ab l e t o t h e Bomber Comnand f or r eady co  i t ment .

Th e p e2•f or mr n ce of t h e Gp i t f i r e wa   b e i n g imp r ov ed by t he i n t r oduc t i on of

the new Merlin engine; the change-over wa4 in full 4wyng. Similar effort4

increase
were being made to improve the performance of the bomber  and to 

their armanaent. But, the United rtateg could not rapidly furnish Qomething

better, and Britich e.
ircraft modelQ were not yet ready for ma s production.

Dur i n g t he Ba t t l e f or Br i t a i n t h Q f i ght e r a r m Qu f f er ed ext r emel y heavy l o a  •e Q,

partic alarly in materiel. The lowe t point waQ probably reached at the end

of Augugt - begi nn i ng of  'ept ember . At t ha t t  .me t her e wer e day p when t he
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number of aircr .
ft available for commitment had dropped to 100 a4 the

re ult of the fight3.ng
that had preceded for  everal days. Even the tran -

.
fer of Qquadror G from the MidlandG and northern England to the  outh cosat

did not materially increa e that ntunber. On the other hand  c uring inter-

val  in the fighting cauQed by bad weather, the fighter unitG recovered

their atrength
con iderably andnincreaced 3L I rapidly to 300 -  00 aircraft. Becauae of the

t h el d ef ec t i v e c o  nun i ca t i on   4e cur i t y of t he r  r z t i   h f i ght er   , t he Ger man  

were able to e tabliGh all their  trength figurea and information on em-

ployment of forcee. The Royal Air Force '  weakne   and plight were cuch, that

:

even Gladiator modela were being committed and that replacea®nt  f
.or

the

f S
_g

ht e r Gqu adr on a wer e pul l ed ou t of t he of f i cer t r a i n i n g u ni t c of t he

Bomber Command.

 7 u.  
i rlg t he cou r s e of t he Bat t l e of   r i t a i n and t h e Ger man n i ght b omb er

attackc, the nritich Fighter Comr:and very  onn (October 191+0?) decided to

•
commit night fighterc. Ac in German y,  ingle-en ine aircraft  eem to have

b een u   ed f or t he f i r   t t r i a l f l i ght s . Th e   u cc e     of t he f i r Qt ni ght f i ght er

Qortiea waa apparently minor. ihe German night bomber unitQ did not report

the  urprire intervention of numerou  3ritiah r_
ight f 

.g
hter  until April 1941.

The exten ive and co tl  w  i'ce of barrage balloon4 at variou  heighte to,.___ .

protect pinpoint  and area.
target   urpri ed the Germang. The actual effective--

n e     of t h e   e ba l l oon   - - mea our ei  i n t e r m  of d e   t r oyed p l a ne Q - -  aa Q   ma l l ,

wherea  the deterrent effect on  iay and night bomberQ waG major. Equally
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t  n    xn e c t ed wa   t h e t r emend ou   u   e of a l l ot :,e r r  ean   of ant i a i r cr a f t

.
d ef en   e ex ceT  t f or f l a.

k , Gu ch a     Fa r c  l i g  -it   , r ock e t oa r r age   , an d f l ak

r ock e t   . Comnie r c i a l v e G  e l   of a l l t y pe G wer e qui ck.l y and   u c ce     z  ul ]
,y

a r med wi t Y :   :na l l - ca l i b er an t i a i r cr a .
f t weap on   and

. ot h er d ef en   i v e me a   u r e a ,

  u ch a r   mok e   c r een F,   t ane?ir_g   t i l l , r edu c i ng a t eam, f ak e man euv er s , t re r e

introduced for naval cr .
ft. The Eriti h abi.

lity to improvi e, noticeable

ev en i n p ea c e t i _ ne , !aa   n an i f e   t . '  h e 3a t t l e of   r i t a i n f or c i b l y adv an c ed

the develormentc in the entire field of high frecuency technique  to an

gn ex oe c t ed d egr ee e n.d a t   .n un pr ece ?ent ed r a t e .   +' ew met h od Q of f i gh t e r
•

c ommand or oc ed
.ls e n t.  er e i nt r   du ced

., a i r er a f t and gr ound equ i pment wa  

modernized and adju ted to defen ive pur o e , and interferer:ce and

de c ept i on wer e nr a c t i d ed a t a,n ea r l y   t e.g e . Th e emer g ency _r.e r i od du r i ng

t h e F a t t l e of   r i t a i n l ed t o an adva.n c e i n t h e d ev e l o^ment of h i gh f r equ en cy

equipment of all kind  fer offen ive ard defenoive orerationC of the Royal

• Air Force, Qo that the latter nad at lea t one year '  head otart over it4

German covnterpart .  ince I later bacar. e clo ely  cqusinted with the  o-ca.
lled

h i gh- f r e qu en cy - war ,   rh en I wa Q a   c i gned t o t h e d ef en Qe of t h e Rs i ch , I hav e t h e

greateQt admiration for the BritiGh performance in thia field.
  

  The Battle of Britain wac loQt by Germany. There are today  ome people

amon g f or mer Lu f t wa f f e p er Qonn el wh o h av e a t end ancy of b l ami ng a l   o t h e

tarong intelligence e timate of the Intelligence Divi ion for the outcome

of the lo t battle. Cn the other hand, the aacv? ptj.on continuec to r_reva
il
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a c c ord i ng t o uhi ch t he Br i t i   h f i ght er arm wa Q   ubj e ct ed t o ex t r aord i nar y

pre4 ure during the fir t pha e of the battle. For all other point  of

conaideration, it i  be t to refer to  tudy BLAU. An "intelligent air

force high command", after analyQing that  tudy and relating it to ite

own  -triking power, might have conducted the B ttle of Britain quite

differently or might have decided to abatain from  uch a battle altogether.

Finally, one rhould boint out that all intelligence information of varioua

kindQ had been diQtributed Qo uidely and exten ively to the combat airfielde

that there waa ove   bundance."
•

,"A1
.
1 German preparation  for an inva ion were a complete bluff. The

Intelligence Divieion of the Luftwaffe High Co r_an
d had to contribute to thie

bluff by dropping fak inva4ion p1anG abvwe the Britioh I le4 by parachute

.
dur i ng eurmner and aut LUan 1 9  0 . "

Th e a bov e Qt a t e me nt Q o f t h e f o r me r Ghi e f of t he I nt e ll i g e n c e Di v i  -i on

_ fof the Luftwaf_e
General  taff inc icate that  tudy BLAU wa  the ba ic

document for the operation againct Great Britain. A coor .
inated intelligence

eol l e c t i on e  'f or t g oi ng bey ond t hat  -t ucly wa 4 conduct ed   har t l y bef or e t he

wi t h
 tart of the Battle for Britain, an:  then  Seatreme ha.a

te. During the

.
French Campaign the intereQt of all military agencie  wa4 focu ed on the

courQe of the
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o  er  a i onc i n Fr  .nce Nr o  er . The   r ob l e-n  concer ra nr   r e. t br i t ai n .  yr . .   '

,
 

 
 s

 
-

i 1 . / 1 "  J < )
_   ' /

Wer e o b v i o u   l y Tlo t l  e 1n   c o n      l e r e d mor E  f or t r e  - i r  p l e r ea c on

t r a t a =1 a g e i :c i e   , - - b ot h t h e n o l i t i c a l r.n ei rr i l i t a r y on_PQ - - we r e c o nv i r c e d

t h a i, t h c wu r      .  o v e r o n c e   a n c e w    4 d e ? e a t e d . T'n i c c o n c e - t wa 4 j L   t i f i e d

Ly t l  e p a   c i v e _{t t i t u   e o f t h e Lr i t ;   h  -r ou n d ,   ' a  a l , a n d ;: i r : or c e   d " r i

'  h e   r ench Ca nna i   :  . 1' : e   u cc e ^  f t.i
l wi t hdr awa l of t he i:u l k of   r i t i ah t r oop  

r e   .r Dunk er c:   e wa   n c t c on c i Her ed t o be a ?' a c t or t ha t  : ou l d ct r engt h en t he

r r i t i   h i n t '_- e i r wi ?
.
l t o r e   i   t . Cr   hhe cont r  _r y , t h e Ger ma n   nt e l l i gen c e

collecting Gnd evaluGtin -̀ cervice  hoped that the dicarmed an .
de 'eatedi

a.r   y woul d d e°  r e  -  t 'r.e mcr  sl e of t h e   r i t i   h por ul a t i on . The cha ng e i n t he

i  r i t   . 
h l eac er   h i N t i:   .t h ad ma ar k  ?i1 e oc cur z ed - - wh en Chur chi i l b e came Pr i me

:ii
_n

7  t e r - - an ? t h e a I_ poi nt ment of p n ew pr odu c t _on mi r.i   t e r - - L •av er br ook - -

i n t h e i r t r i lr np han t moad
w er e n ot   r oper l y r e c  e     s.  ed by t h e   e r -.r:a n     rh ô ov er l ook ed t he ce kra r n i n g

 s nal  of Jrowing  rits h will to re iat. The  erm r   enera?iy believed

* t h a t n e 3r i t s   h , ?  av i n   an ar my wl t h otlt tiiea r    n   , had n o no c   i b 7e ch -.n ce

of cont i rrai ng t h e wa r b - t h e  1 -e l v e c .

1̀'h e pr i nc i na l i a c t or , h cwev er , i n n a r p er i n g an  l • l e.nn ed a ct i v i t y aga i n at

Gr e a t Er i t a7n wa. 
:I i t l er '   wel l - known   v er   i on t .o c c r_ia.,_ e

t i ng war i  s e c.ga i n   t

Er i t a i r  a nc  t o weak eni ng t l a t c   u nt r v '     t a t ur e a.c u m  _or p ower . nl l

l ea c'.
i n   , pol i t i c i an   and rni l i t ar ST Lien on t h e   e r man Gi de wer e
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convinced that,after hi  victory over F̀rance,Hitler would Pucceed in

  a n.g
Br i t a i n c on c l u de a r  ea c e t r ea t y wi t h Ger man y . On ]

,y a f t er Hi t l e r

Y ad f a i l ed i n hi G a t t emp t t o d o   o , d i d t h e v ar   ou   Ger man gov er rff aent a l

agencieG realize that the war again t Britain would have to be continued .

In evaluating the available data for a wa  againGt the Briti4h ig1eQ,

which had megnwhile become a n®cecRity, one mu t take into account that

the e  ent al part of theQe data -- the operational atudy BLAU -- was

nrepared in 1939 fron information that waa maatly even more antiquated

than that. The raY id develo  ent of the Briti h aerial armsment, though

#  

Gn t i c i pa t ed i n t hi   a t u dy , wa Q n ot f  ,il .
l y kn own at t h e t i me t h e Qt u dy wa 4

wr i t t en . Dur i x  t h e Fr en ch Camp a i gn a nd t h e f i r   t p a_r t of t h e Be.
t t l e of

Britain there waa no 4ign of a renovation of the Royal Air Force. The

I nt e l l i gen ce Di v i Gi on of t h e Luf t waf f e Hi gh Co    a nd wa   t he r e f or e f  .i
l l y

4trength
j u ;  t i f i ed i n a     uQni ng t ha t t h e Br i t i   h f i g ht er  had r e a ch ed a n ew l ow at

 
the end of Augu4t-beginning of c®ptember 1940. German intelligence failed 

to take into account that the Britieh aircraft produetion had meam rhile

been develoned to a roint that permitted to renleniQh decimated unite ahortl r

they came out of combat
after   and even to inereaee their  trength. The German   imply

did not know how readily the Briti; h were able to replace loet sircraft.

The per onnel lo qe  were never truly dieaQtroua becau e a major portion of the

crewa could parachute over Britiah territory or re cue them4elveQ some ow

4o that they could be comnitted again. Thi  unawarene s on the part of the

Germana  howa that there waa either
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a gsp in the intelligence coll ection effort or a real mintake in evaluation.

Cm the other hand  the Gernuan4 could not po  ibly have an,y
doubt4 on

the number of plane  the BritiQh were able of committing. The German radio

bq
intercept  ervice waQ   that time ao well coordinated and operate3 so

excellently that theQe fact  could not e cape itR attention. Thiq is ahown

41
by the fallowing quotation:

"Wherea  the German radio intercent aervice had been very  ucceoQf  l

in peacetime and mu t be conQidered ae having rendered excellent merviceQ

in all theaterQ during the war, it  out tanding achievementa were obtained
 

.here along the Channel coa t oppo ite the Britiah I le . For thi  reaQon 

more detail  muct be given conc®aning radio intercept activitie4 in thiQ

a re a . "

5 ' s  " ̀'he radio intercept unit of the 3d Battalion, ?d Air Forca  giment,

had cooperated very  ucces4fully with Ge    fighter unitb during the

 
noaition warfare along the WeQt Wall. It contributed greatly to the German

B t l  ̀  
  tQ   

 
+Q̀   

sir victary in the Ge  i
 

. . In  u
 
er 1Q40 thi  coo eratio b

^
 

M1
p n ecame

even more 4uccec ful, when the unit ctarted to operete at W i  aant along the

Channel coa4t. Here, a  pecial radio monitoring  tation had been e tabli hed

by the Radio Intercept Pa t No. 2.   om Win ant there wa  direction-fi.n
ding

traffic with direct long--ci tance communi_ca
tjonQ to the DF Rtation  at Le

Touguet -- 6 mile   outh of Bo-al.ogne -- BouloEne. Wissant, and OQtende. At

41
Ober t a.D .

(Col., R
.e
t.

) Gottachling,   H.-Er ebni ae (Erfolaameldunsten

der TTL /Ln.Rs t.2
) im bampf  e en En land nach der Beaetzun¢ Hollands Bel-

i ns und Frank eich (Intercept  -- Succe  ful ReportR f̀rom the III Battalion,2 d Ai r For c   g i ment - -  t he Bat t l e of Britai n af t er t he Occupat i on of t heNetherlandQ, Belgium, and
 
ance). F ctracted from Karl4ruhe Collection.
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Boulogne the e were aleo Navy per onnel.
   e radio intercept and DF  tation

at W i 4ant, which had first-rate per onnel and equi ment, waQ Qituated cloee te

  the British coa t. It had direct contact with the advance airfield4

along the Channel cosat and  ent aut warningQ each time Britieh bomber,  

r e c onn a i aea.n c e and f i ght er u ni t e t ook of f f r om En gl and
..

E  ren Gener a l f el d-

mar chal (Field Mar hal) Goeri.ng wa  very impreGQed; Qo much go that he

and other high dignitariea often viaited the Qtation. At thi  atation were

,
Lt. Thoma and In,Qpec

tor Barth who performed outqtandi  l . , bove all,

iiiQaant eucceeded in fully monitorin  the British f.
i hter radio tra  fic

 
_
` •/ " ~ along the Engli h  outhea t coa t. A  a re ult, the  tation identif3ed the

complete BritiQh fighter effort in thiQ area, including graund radio Qtatio s,

airfield , unit , numerical  trength figure , etc. The corresponding reportq

were currentl  tranGmitted to the Luftwaffe Operation   taff via the

Command®r of th®  ®cond Air Force, Generalfeldmarachall (Field Mar ral)

  ]iea4elring. Among ather detail  theQe report4 li ted the exact fi ure4 for

fi hter  operatin,a everv das on patrol and defen ive mi  i©ng around London

aq well a;  along the EngliRh  outhea t, ea t, and  outh coatt. The number of

Br i t i eh f i gh t ers de cr ea   ed 4t es d i l y , u nt i l ev en t u a l l y onl y 1.  .0 f i ght er e wer e

counted."

"Even though German fighter  aleo reported the decrea ing  trength

  of the Briti h defen4ea, the GermanQ did not take any stepR to implemeat

the landings 3n England which they had

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958
  --   

- ]29 -

pl anned or i gi nal l ,y . "

"The two principal ta ke of the radio intercept 4ervice al©ng the

Channel coa t -- ae anywher
*
e w
here  trong ene®,y

fighter forcas were empl©yed --

wers t o   war agai nst enem  f i ght er e and t o i nf orm f r i et   I,y

alerting
f i ght er f or ce Q. The f i r gt t a  k conai   t ed of

A
  t he German f i ght er e

t o engage ene  r uni t   , whi l e t he   eCOnd t aek waa t o con  t ant ],y not i f y and

i nf orm t h® Crerman f i ght er a t he wher eabout P and Qt rengt h of t he ®nea y

unite and the en  •'8 direction af flight Qo that the German fightera would

be empioyed to best advantage."
 

..
pThe radi® iutere®pt  ervice of the 3d Bn., 2d Air Farce  ignal A.egt.,

. war  cs pabl e of perf ormi ng Quch out et andi ng eez  ri ce4 onl y becau4e i t had ,•.o

 ruch e  er i ence3$ i n i nt er cept i ng Engl i sh radi o t raf f i c . By cont i nuaLZ,y

following the evolution of the British air defen eg during their buildup

and by watchiag every minute detail, the intercept per onnel con tantlq

,
  broadened ite field of knowledge. They found out many thinge becauae the

British radio   operators converped with one another, often leavin their6
 

microphoneF   by'Tniatake. In thie manner the Germana were able to li aten

in on their extra-curricular conver atione which were certain p not de tined

for enemy ear . The G®rman4 thus al o diccovered that the Briti;4h were

simulating grovnd-air traffic in order to deceive the German4 into believing

that more fighter4 were co mnitted than were actuaL p available. For thiq

purpo4e, the radio etation on the ground conducted the entire radio traffic

a t c er t ai n t jme a wi t hout c ont act i ng an,Sr ai r cr af t . Anot her f a ct di s c ov er ed
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by radio intercept  Wae that the Briti h dfd not intend to launch an

offen4ive along the We t Wa11 a  that time."

"Gener a ]
.f e l dma.r   chal l (r i e l d l tar   hal } Ke     e l r i ng v i   f t ed t he i nt er cept

 tatia  almo t every  econd day. The commanc? po t of the recond A s Force wa 

a l   o at  ̀ii     ant . He   um  ar i zed t he i mpr e   c j on he re ce i v ed of t he   t at i on    

operation by exclaiming: " ihat a remarkable jub:"

The  tatement  of oberet (Col.
} Gott4ch ing  how very clearly tnat

t he Int e l l i g ence Di v i   i on of t he Luf t wa  _f e Hi gh Co  and wa   ex act l
.y i nf ormed

'  on the number of Briti h aircr .
ft committed, if from no other Gource than

from the intercept report . The e re
_
r.or

t  al o te tify to the fact that the

Briti h fighter defen ea were facing a  eriou  cri iQ in atunner 1940 --

all aG ertion  to the contrary notwithctanding. If neverthele e or Derhan4

for that very rea on the Germanc broke off their  truggle againct the Roya].

Air Force a.nd initizted the attaek on London, one cannot blam the intell igence
 

'
per   oruie l . Thi G wa   a   t r at eg i ca l err or nade by t he e o  :ander- i n- Chi ef of t he

Luf t waf f e and hi 4 Chi ef of   t af f . I f t he ai r cr af t pr oduct j on capac i t y of t he

Briti h indu try had been pronerly l  own, the  tru,gle again t the enemy

air force  a,n
d above all aFainct the fi hter production re ource  Qhould have

been cont ulued L.n
til the Briti h deien e  had actu,ally  uccumbed. Thi4 capacity

wac no doubt not cufficier.
tl3r known, and that mu t be con idered a  a  eriou 

failure in the intelligence collection effort, 2nd in Qecond place only aa

an evaluation error by the intelligence per onnel.

Beeaune of t he    r ong deci   i on made by t he Comm   nd  -i n- Chi ef of t he Luf t -
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waffe, the German sir force units failed alQo during the naxt phaQe of

.
the air battle for Britain to take advantage of the ari4i4 in the Yngli ah

t
 

def en   i v e   y st em, al t hough  i i  i re  cr i t i cal   i t uat i on wa 4 ac c ent uat ed .   t he

contrary  when the Germa.na
had to awitch to aight attack,Q,

they were

unable to prevent a recovery of the BritiQh fighter defeneee and their

conatant  trengthening as time went on. .

In sum aari   i ng one may at at e t hat wr ong de ci 4i on  ba  ed on f aul t y

intelligence togeth®r with overoptimi a in svaluating the èsiatin.g

situation finally led to failure in the Battle of Britain. 
.

. . .
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V. The C  . : a i   n i n t he i   .l .kan 

The Car :--a i   ,n
i n t h e 3  1

_kan   ,   l   o , wa   n ot   . pr epl ann ed oper a t i on .

The collectfon of lntelli ence in thi  area wa  there 'ore not directed

t cw :r d c ondu ct i ng o  e r at i on   ag a i n   t t h e Ba.
l k an na t   ;on •. Th t ev ent  • i n

Yu g o   l av i a a r:d t he r,l a n t o c l a r i l'  t r e r i t u a t i or.
i n t he     l k a n  bof or e

t h e c   -npa i gn a.  u s n  t t h r    ov i e t Un i on came a   comr l et e   u  -  r i   e   t   t h e

Luf t wa f f e h i gh Conr ::and ur.d t hu  - a l   o t o t h e I n t e l l i genc e Di v i   i on . Th e

i n t e l l i genc e d c.
t a conc er rii n  ,

YugO  l a.v
3
.z. f_nd Gr ee ce t hu   r ad t o b e ot t a i n ed

.

v er y ha   t i l y by - h ot o a i r r e c onna.i  •  a r.c e Gnd by   gent t ,  ah er eu pon t h ey
 

h ad t o b = e  a l
_u r t erl . 9  • a r g   ul t

 
t h e i n f or ma t i on f or t h i   cemp a i gn wa e n ot

a   c em-  l et e a   f or t h e r r i n c i ne.
l t hFut e r   of wur . Th i   d e £ i c i e ncy , h owev e r ,

h4d l i t t  
.e e f  ' e ct on t h e c ou r ce of oner a t i on     i r.ce ct r a t egi c a i r k  :r f ar e

d i d n ot   e em n ec e     ur y i n t  i i   ar e a and t hc: Lu f 1 wa f f e c oul d t hu   r e     r i c t

  t   a c t -i v _t j   c T  a i nl y t o t a   t i ca l   u    n or t of t h e gr oun  ? oper a t i on   . .

 
Tho de c i   ?

_On t o   e i ze Cr e t e wa   n ot ma de iint i l t    e Gr e ek ca:Rspa i gn had b een

brou -ht to it  conclu ion. The data on Crete were therefore very  carce

und a l  •o ha.d t o be abt : i nec  =.ri t h a ?nan i mtm of de l c.y , r r i r  wr i l y by o.i r

r e c r_nn a 3
.   •a nc e . Th G   t r engt h of t h e  ̀ r i t :i   h ga_r r i   on w    un lmi o . n t   t he

   e r m.a :  t r  n_I ev e   c ow-ia rr :
_   nc    t a f f a g en c i e   , w er_

t h ou   h t h e cou nt er -

i n t e l l
.
i   en ce c  •ge.il

  z a i or. m :d e e   -e r  t ei f or t t o cbt z i r.   ame i nf    r   .t i on

by ri i c -ut chi n g and i nt er r og  .
t i ng
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agent . The air rsconns;  ance  r isoion   rere flown by 2 reconnai  ance

 •qu adr on   of `' I I I g i r Cor p  and 1 r e conr Gi     an c e   quadr or  of %I Ai r Gor p 

(Pe.rac
hute C•orn }, The principal mi  ion o= the e  quadrons wac to observe

  h i   7 >i ng i n t h e   ea a r cu nr. Cr e t e , t o ent a bl i cr t he nunb er of    e     e l   i n t he

port , end to reconnoiter th  defer. 
ive and air force i

.nn
tallation  on the

i IPnd. 'T'Yie r;uaaran belon  ng to tre parachute cnrnC reconnoitered lEnding

f i e l d   , f i e l d f or t i f i ca t i on c , a r t i
.
l   er y r,o   i t i on   , t r oop b i L e t i ng a r ea   . e t c .

The f ol l owi n  of f i c i a l i nf or mat i on i c a,va i l ab l e on t h e r e   ul t 4 of t h i 4

 2
imr.ortant reconnai  ance activity :

 

"The intelligence e tjm =a e re ultina from th :t information wa  aa fallow :

a .  `u 3a F  e.y wa   t h e mo   t i n por t ant n or t on Cr e t e . Few Grar   h i p   wer e pr e   en t ,

wher ea   t h e r e wer e a c er t a i n nur b er of commer c i a l   h i p G t r.a t changed

frequently. 2'he lanc?ing facilitiec  .t Rethimon, Heraclion, at the Gnlf

o f : Ii r abe l l a , Gt i e r a r et r a , an :? i n t h e B ,y of } 'e c Gar a wer e ti e r y 1i r  i t ed .

 
,

b . Ther e wer e u   ab l e a -  r f i e l d   wi t h r unrray c n ear     'a l eme c a   :d Her a c l i on . Ar,

a.
i r f i e l d wi t h l i :ni t ed

_
f a c i l i t i e     ra   nea r Re t h i mon . Th e t ot al r umber

of a i r cr a f t e t t he 4e f i e l d   v ar i ed f r    m 25 t o   0 r,l ane c , mo 4t of t hem -

figrter4 and a few bonber aircraft.

c . Th e f l ak t
.ef en   e e i n t h e Can ea a.r ea wer e   t r ong ; t h e @ame wa   t r ue of

42
Fx traete from a re ort of the Fourth Air Force, dated 28 November l [ 1,

Crete. Karl ruhe Gollection.
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 uda Bay, the Ì alemea airfield, and the Rethimon and Heraclion area .

d . Ac cordi ng t o t rle   t at Ement   of agent   and r r i   aner 4 of wa_r , t he i dl and

gar r i   on wa   e Qt i riat FC  Ft about one di v y    on pl uc e l Ement   of t r oo*+Q

wr i ch had e   c  :aed f r om Gre e ce .

The con  t ant ob cer vat i on of t he   hi  ̂ pi ng t o arx 
.

f r om Cr e t e di d not gi v e

exact information  ince theQe 4hip  brought in and removed ner4onnel and

 unplien. A direct ob Qrvation of the convoy tra 'fic in Cret
 
an water 

v

waQ not poccible becau e both the arrival and depa ture of rhipQ in

 uda Bay, like all other ocean  hipning around Crete  took place under
 

c ov er of' dar kne ;    .
'

e. The attitude of the po ulation of Crete wa  difficult to a  eQ: . The

Gerc,ana be l i ev ed t hat , i n order t o obt a i n equal   p f av orabl e t r ea t ment

a  the Greek population on the m  land, the ielander  woul.
d a ai,•

t the

p.xi4 Power  or at lea t maintain a neutral attjtude.

i f. No ma or fortification   •rere ob4ertied deRpite detailed photo reconnaiG4ance.

ReportQ from agenta indicated that Qome natural cav p were being u4ed a 

 torage dumpR.

g. The terrain condition  o  the i ?and limited the execution of a para-

chute or airlanding operation to the

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

-  35 -

t hr ee   r e a c a l on   t h e ; ar t h er n co    t , w  _e r e a   r f i e l d     re r e av a i l ab l e .

iier t , t he Ger r Ln   1. ou1
. ?

hnv e t o f e.c e   t r onr,
de .

f en   e   ,   i nce t h e   e wer e

t h e k c;  o   i t i on   or t h <, i   l unc  .

That the e intelli ence e ti ate  did 7ot corre  =ond to the ccndit_on 

t he ue r m: n c ac t u  .
l l y enc ount cr ed % a.

d i t c c     .  e  
_n

t h e e   r l   ~ r e   c.r z t i on   o '

t he isr i t i   :  wrio  Zac:   t a r t e   t o   u i l d d 6`'er_  i v e i or t i f i c   .
t i an   on t h e i  -l   nd

I
_on  b e- or e t he Ger r   n   had i ni t i a t  •d mi l i t   .r t,  oT e r   .t i on   i n t 1  e :  a L  an   .

  l   o , t he L.r i t i   h r ad :n.  ct e -_f ul l y d i   gui   ed   .
11 f or .

i f i ca t   on   .   o;ne of

  L  e   n t i s i r cr   r t    u n T' C  : t 10II    
.
3ent ' f i ec on t he a er i  a   h ot o  r a ph   T rer e

  u  y    o   i t s cn   , a r. ? t he r e ol er nl a c e  ent    r er e not r e co  ni zFd .

Th e mo  - t l ;y c o n t r   .
c i c t ,  r ;   - t a t em.e n t   o f   :  e n t   c ou l d n o t b e t r o   e r l    

e o r r c b or e.
t e  _  t E;c 'Lll   E o i , z c k o f t i . ne .

Gr ea t   r s t a   n i  4   f =
_r r  l y d ec   d ed t o d e f end Cr e t e .   or t hi   r v r   o   e ,

t h e   r i t i   :  ;•.er e r eady t o of f er t ou    l r e   i   t a.n ce ,  :   t 'r_e cour   e oi op er e t i on c
•

   a   t o    _o ,:   an3 t c c o?a:as t t    e i r n   va l v F  r e l c ,

Th e   r i t i   h wer e a l a r e of t h e f ;  c t t h e t an <<t t    ck on C r e t  e wau l d hav e

t o    c   t   .  Ed e.    .n a i r b or n e o per a t i on .   'h e i r   ei c r_  e ' h   .
d be en r r e    a r ed

  .c con -?i r   l y . Ct r on  _, c i n t   a   ga r.3   e   `'or al l - e.r cund de f en c e had t  ee n

Dc-  ab l i cr ec? c .r ound t :  e  ._r f i e l d ^   n   : . t a I l L oi nt     h e r e t  hEV c oul  '   er v e

  u ce f ul nu r   o   F .
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heavyIn Co doing, the Briti h -laced  pecial E mpha^i  on kec ping the 

- weapon 
  ti i t hi n r ung e    f t he a.

i r f i e l dc .

.
The i land garri cn wa  fa.r  tronKer than tne Germanc rad precumed .

      --  . ,     -,a` J    '     , .
  #'t e r   ge t  

.on r e- or t   #  df -c Gt ezl t hat t rle gar r i   cn wa   c ompo  ed of about

22,000 men; there   rere 2  combat battalion , 1  :rtillery tegiment, and

a  pr ax i mat e l y   .
0 t e.n

k   , l  or eo  er , t he c i v i l i an poYul at i on ci ded wi t r t he

Briti h, participating actively in the de£en ive action  again t the

German   , Far t a cu l a r l y i n t he we ct ern   e c t i on of t he i   l e.n
d .

 

. _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

- 137 -

vI. The Rue ian Cam ai n

The Germa.n
i n t e ll i genc e ef f or t pr e c ed i ng t he   t sr t   of t he Ru     j

.an

G;.  npai gn i o   ubj ect ecl t o v r  r i ou Q cr i t i c i   m by expert and l aymen wr i t er d

who almo t without exception are ab olutely ur.favo?•able in their  udgment.

Cne mu t  tate in advance tha.
t the German ?

.rme
d Force4 H gh Command

and t hu   Gl   o t he Luf t wa f f e Oper at i on c   t af f a er e a e t u a l l y not v ery wel l

orientcd concerning the °oviet Union, when they rece vt d the order to

pr e par e a cr  r a i gr: a.ga  n   t Ru   ci a at t he end of 1  L0 . Thei r knowl edge

r ema i ned r at her   ket chy un t i l t h e   t a r t of t h e c aL  v a grl .

_
The out ider will concider thi   $ curiouc, particularly if he ic told

that for many year  -- until 1932 -- the German and Red Army lsader4 main-

t a i n ed c l o ee r e l at i one , t hat t he Germ :n  h   .
d t r    op t r r i n i ?:g i nQt al l at i on  

in Ruc ia for weapon  they were not allowec'. to have according to the VerQailleQ

Treaty, and that the German  and Ru  •ianc exchanged vi itQ at maneuverG and

- in4nected each other4 troor .

 The oe f act   ar e t r ue , but nev er t he l e   Q t he :Ru  •  i an Qpl  nx cucc ee ded

in canou_
rlaging it  real face deQpite alI the e contact  e.n

d tiea. Before

cr i t i c i   i ng any ne.r
t i cul   .   agency or per con , one mu  t r eal i ze t he v er3r

  ecial circum tancee that contributed to thi  citu .
tion. It i   n the

nature of the Ru  ian and sven more of the Communi t, to di truQt every-

thing forefgn. Despite the prevailing goo3 relation  with the  oviet Union 
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the German expert  and training unit  located in Ru  ie.were unable to

obtain an  ln Zght i
.n
to the organizMtion and  trength of the eoviet armed

Torce . Certain  pec sl ob ervation  that were inevitarle were ucelerC for

abtc.
ining an over-all picture. Druing,

troop vinitc a.n
d maneuver  3t was

the
po cible to get a  uperf5.c

ial and mo4tly de 'icient idea nf   training

and. equ
ir ment of certain I    ia.n

troor elenent , but no more than that. There

never had been an exchange of information regarc?in  the two countrieQ and

t h e i r a r med f or ce   . I f d     ^ i t e t   e   ov i e t Un i on t   e f f or t t o   ee p i t   mi l i t a r y

 trength ab olutely  ecret from it  political friend, German intelligence
 

h ad a f a   r l  ,1 a c cur a t e pi c t •Ur e of t h e   ov i e t a r med f or ce     , u nt i l 1G32 , -  h i  

f F:c t i c i r r e   ev 4nt f or t h c e   t i me.
t e c f t h e   ovi e t Un i on i n 1° 4 1 . Of r ea l

i n p or t an ce t ra c , h owev er , t ha t t h e   ov i et e:  n̂ed f or ce   an3 ar mament pr o-

duction never  to ped advancing throughaut the year - of coll aborGtion with

Ger many   .n
d par t i cul a r l y f r or  1933 un t i l 1 '? 

.
1 . ^h e   ov ; e t mi l i t a r y f o_r ce  

•
a nd ar m; ment of 1 ':   1 had no   i mi l a r i t y   ri t ?  wha t   ;i   t ed i n t h i   f i e l d i n 1930 .

 if t e r 1Q3'  t h e Ger man  - wer e   ubj e ct t o t he   ame l i  ni t at i on   i n obt a i n i n g

i nt e l i i gen ce i nf or TL  t i on r e   P  i n  t he '' ov j e t Un3
.on a c az y ot h er n at i on .

Perhap , tney encountered even more dictru t than  ome other :"oreigner .

The I r on Cur t a i n   e r a r a t i n.g
t h E
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P u r Ci an t er r i t or y f r om t h e r e   t of t he wor l d   :r ev ent ed any i n   i ght i n1 o

 'ov i e t - c?o  ii na t ed ar e9  . Th e Ger mdn d i pl on a t   an ' m  l 3t a r y e.
t t e.c

h e c had n o

mor e mePn   and way   of obt a i n i n   i nf ar ma t i on t han t h oce of d i ?  e r c oun t r i e   .

To e   t  ib   i ch a n e t wor k o_
f    ;ent   wi t h i n t h j

_  <,r e s k'a   a ? no Qt h op e l e c   i n

v i ew of t   e   t r i ct b o  de r c ont r ol   n d t h e c1o   e - aner v _    i or of t he ent i r e

na t i on  a l i   e . To r e cr u i t  .r en t   `'r   m arnong t r e P u.    i
.a n pe o" l e k-a   a h r o mt

  u     i c i on
i m'- ot   i b l e . '  ;u t ua l     E  and i e   .r of c  y i n g det er r e d t he t  u R  i an

±̀r om a.cqu i r i ng anty
kn owl er     e t e;  or c? t h e nar r owe   t   cope of hi   wor k a   i

r i     f i el d c f a c t i v i t y , _vi eti e  a i ng an    i nv e   t i ga t i on of wi d er

_

    h e r e   of a.c
t =v i t y .

Ev e r:  ::h e n i t wa   n o  -  i b l e t o i n t r od u c e h e r e or t h e r e a n a g e n t ,   u c h

i  ' '
a   F1   '    • . . , ,

 r ,   , . .

a     u     i
.  .n -   r e a  ; : n g n a t i o n a l o f r Pc i a ? ? ;r,   i mi l e r e c  j e c ler t p e o   l e ! ( ? ? ? )

,

t h e d i i f i c vl t i e   t h a t   re r e e r.c ou n t e r e d i n t h e f i e l d of t r a r   mi t t  i n g

i n f o zmla t i o n  tiTe r e i n   u r mo u n t e,
'; l e . To e   t a b l i   h a c nu .r

i e r c e r v i c e wa  

•
r .mp o « i b l e , t h c or d i na r y Gov i et c i t i z er_ 1. a G n ot r  e? mi t t ed t o t r av e l out -

  i d e h i   c ount r y , and t h e t     ar i   t   wer e  •ubj e c t ed t o c t r i
_c

t c   n t r ol   .

Pe onl e ti iho had i 1 1egF   14  Gr_
t er e3 t r e c oa nt r y had no char_c e of l eavi n g

i t t ': r ough n o: n̂  .l chL.nl  e l   . •

Gt her Un     i b i l i t i e   of t r an  -   i t t i n   i nf or mat i on wer e :

 
.
legal bordercro cing by the cou..r

ier -- a verSr 3angeroue un3er-

taking  ince
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the front3er4 were well guarded;

Dropp ng carrier pigeon  by night with  arachutea in deaolate

regiona; and .

Radi o comanuni cat i on.

 Al l t he ae,
 

po   -i bi l i t i e   i nvol ved con  i derabl e ri   k  f or t he agent ,

and for thi4 rea on it wa  far from eaQy to find  omeone to take  uch riQke.

Up to 1939 the achievement • of the intelligence  ervice directed

again t Ru4Qia were therefore very poar. The anal,y 
iQ of the  oviat pre Q

a14o produced fa.r
le4e material than that of Weetern nationq, whera the

_
.

pr e aQ en  oyed f  .i11
. f r ®edom. In many mat t er   t he German mi l i t ar y l eader e

therefore had to rel,y on gueR work and aQcumption . For thiR rea on, the

opinion  on the Ru  ian military force  and armament potential were either

out dat ed or di f f er ed gr eat l y .

Relatively Qound information wa4 rroduced by Ober4t (Col.) g chen-

•
brenner, the air attache who  poke RuQ ian perfectly and overcame many a

handicap in hig effort4. He reported on hi  activitie  aa fo7lowe, writing

43
efter the war: .

"With regard to obtaining information: Je4chonnek had given me the

following mieQion ae air attache: "E; tabliah the bea poQ ible relationa  rith

  e Goviet Union, and never mind

43  
Extracted from hi4 report. S rlpruhe Collection.
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the intelligence angle:" -- That I kept my eye  open, neverthele Q, wa 

becau e I thought I owed that to my country."

"My conc®n t r a t ed ef f a r t wa   di r e c t ed t owar d obt a i ni ng f i r Qt of a l l an

in ight into the air farce production.
The key figure in the RuQ ian

economy wa   1 .3k o an . For 1  year a I begged ni m at ever y r o,=413 1e oppor t un i t y

to give me that chance,  trE  ir_g more and more emphatieal.l
  what we

had done in thie field. It wa  not until April 191 1 that I Qucceeded in

ob t a i n i n g Mi k oy an     appr ov a l f or a v i   i t of 10 Ger man e c'aer t a wh o wou l d

be permitted to aee about ?0 Ru cian arma.men
t and reRearch facilitie .• .

N ithin 36 hour4 of getting thi  approval my boy  had landed at Moccow.

They had to wait 11 daye becau4e apparently Jo ef (Tr•:  talin) had not

given hi4 approval. Finally  they were permitted to go ahead. The re cul.
t

wa  a alear cro    ection of the air production effort which perm.
itted

al o to draw conclu ion  regarding the re t of the armament production . -

•
M  v er  r kn owl ed eab l e exp er t   - - a c i d e f r on T  ch er c i ch and r ehwenke f r om

the Reich Air  y ini try there were re pre entativea from  uch Germsn

,

armament firm4 aa Daimler-Benz,
  einkel, A kania, Uenrchel, Mau er (titea on@),

etc. -- who had very comprghen4ive ' nowledge of all foreign armament

ple.n
t , including the United  tate  and Great Br _

  in, and who were able

to nake compariQon , were verg much in re  ed by the thinge the RuQeiang

h ad b een ab l e t o r r odu c e . N  r r en or t c went t o Ger m.any d ay af t er day by way

of Qhort cable . According to Below, Hitler i   uppo e  to have  tated on

thi4  ub ect: "There you are, we muat get atarted
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i mmed_
.a

t  e 1y ; u

li   'O Ill f  tt 7?Glti   t= ''  ?   :  
t h E _' ' B r̀  B _' ' E ?10 r  t :"1e I' ` ' Oll T' C 8 c Df 1 I1f  0 I'  1a t 1 0 '_1   7 t W   

v er ,y 
a i

_
i f i cu l t t o obt a i n i n?or  i  t i on r  ec uU  e t nG Ru  ni   n     ec =uded t hem-

  e l    e c c omra e t eJ ; f r om  :n_y
f or e i gner . I    ac ce e  c? i n t a:; i n  t h e 11,a 1y

c f t he   ted Co -li : _n{  ertl f r o '̂i t he l i "  r a r w of t }'_e r ol i   h :  ; l i t ar r at t E.c
he aho4e

apa.r
t ment I t   ok ov er i n  

_
    G. 1'h P Ge?- aan ?  i l   t   r ,y- a  t ac   e Genera l ri oe s t r i n 

: e.
r t •r i ed t o   e t t r  .t at   ac ?'o» y e   .r   . l t c    :  t _.

; n   ' _ v er y c or,ipr ehe n  i v e dat a

r e     rc?i r   r  :  .
l r o .c•c , i n,  u  t .  i al f   .c i l  

.
t i e   , et c . , i r cl u   i n - -;l ar.  _, or f ut ur e

•
i n  t a l l

.a
t i on    .  i i h   ower   l ant c   nd t he i r i  _ t u. -e ki l o rat t c a  ac i t J , e t c .

1̀hi ^      l a   Wa  di   --at c he l t o Ger;r  ri    , wher e i t r r oc'uc er_
? ;  uc}  i n  or   t i on .

' ̀ ar eov er , dur ':.nr. a t   ur I made i n Frr i l 1G4 1 I we.  ab l e t o t a.  :e al    n    .

t e  ̂ .e ,r, 
hcr_e c

.
i r e ct oz ;  f r o n t he [,r   .

l I'aunt a i r_ di   t r i ct , wi-:i ch c cn cai ned   uch

ti e.
=uab l e i nf o  at i on   n t he Rtl     i a.n

1n   u   t r i p - yn t he   r al   . . . "

•    r o  . t hL   t at e: -  er.t   of t ne f or   er s i r   t t ac   e nne c an   at her t hat he

:    .d   cTe po    i b1
_e o_ eni n  r af t er t hF j o i nt F ol i   h c   :   .i 5n . Ir.c i derit al l y ,

  .
f t er t l-:e i  ol i   il c a.mpa.

 
.  n

t he   a   t ern ec ct i on of t he I - t e l l i €enc e Di v ?  i on

of t  he Luf t v;e.f f e Gener e.l  't a: f    b  r ec?•accd  n   er •-onr.e
l   t re ngt h . In t eL i genc e

ef f or t   di r e c t ed at t he   ov i et Uni on    er e a 1.  o t̂ co? :r. l e t e=v   t apr ed

"be c    .u ce t he c ol l ec    i on of i r t el l i vence a: d t he a.c  ̀ i ti i t i e  • of a gent  

  +
ce UCed e nt _

.r e l y . "

Tr c   a.  - i ar.-  4i nn '   h : : u of 1 ;3  - r, G wa   f ol l oed v er y c l o  e l y by t he

Ge rmarl  . Thev c cul  ' t ot un  er r t  .n
d wh   t he Ru     i

_Jn  - wer e not ah l e t o cru ch

4  
^ci .-ni d , : ra e l l i   enc e Di v i   i or. ,

(no r a   : _ a:- ber  -; re: )
, Kar l   Yu he Col l e c t i on .
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the Qmall Finni h Armed Force  within a  hort time. Tre German intelligence

agencie  rec iced a lot of infarmation regarding tacticQ, flight performanee  

technique, anc  .Q
trength figuren of the Ru cian kir Force via Finland. In

knowledge
g ener a l   t he a : par ent

A
    f der i v ed f r om t he   z    o- Fi nn i   h 6Jar of 1939- 1 0

contributed to Germd.n undere timateQ of the Ru Qian combat and armament

potential; thiQ applied a1Qo to the Ru  ian Air Force  otentisl, more

 necifically. Then alread r individualr voiced the opi.n
ion that the covietQ

had  ̂ ur - o   e l y bl uf f ed 3
.n a negat i v e   en  e by per f crmi ng   o bad13  i n t hat war ;

none of the e accu ation  could be rea onably notivated by tho e who
 

originated them .

Truly poeitive information and data were produced during the winter

194 Q-   .1 by cor  a t t i n g t he a ?r r e c on_nai   nan c e gr oup of t he Luf t w af f e hi gh

Co  nand (Rowehl) who e activitie  have been di@cu ced previou ly. The

 45
commt.n.der of t hi c group r eport a on t h      ub  ect a   f ol ?owc :

 
"In October 1940 the Fuehrer in percon ordered the commander of Group

Rouehl to reconnoiter Ru4 ian territory w th  uitable eircraft, emphacizing

photo reconnai  ance of airfield . Thi  order wac to be executed by 15 June;

after that date all airfield  were to be reexamined once more within one

week. Thi  orr".er waQ complied with preci ely.  imultaneau ly, around

Nov emUer 194 0 an order wa   i Q4ued t o t he Ger aaan com  ander at Pl ovd i v 
#   -

Bulgaria, according to which he and the air  .
ttache were to u e a co  arcial

a i r cr af t f or f l yi ng t o t he

45
Chr onol ogy of t he Reconna i c   ance Gr ou p of t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Coimnand ,

(no pe.ge number given}. Ka.r
l ruhe Collection.
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Co mander-in-Chief of the Bulgarian Air Force. After contacting the ]
.a
tter,

the German reprecentativea were to a k him to make available an airfield

in Bulgaria, which wouhd  erve for German reconne.i  ance flighte over Greece

and Ru cia."

" I n t h e   ti nt er of 19  0- 1,.
1 t h e gr ou p b egan t o f l y   y   t ewa t i c r ec onn a i Q4an ce

mi  -ion  from airfieldQ at  esrappen-Koenig4berg in Pru  ia a4 well a4 from

Cracow ( oland) and Budape t (Hungary). Becauce of the many different type 

of mi  ion , the group had meanwhile reorganized ita rorce . In the winter

19 
.
0-•L,.1 t h e r econn s i   can ce gr oup of t he Luf t wa f f e Ai gh Coffi nand wa 4 c ompo Qed 

of 3  quadron . The  uvnlementary  quadron com anded by Captain  chach,

which belonged to the group, waQ redeeignated the lQt  quadron. It replaced

the old cadre and core , which were 4hifted to Oranienburg, where they formed

the experimental  tation for high-altitude flighta. The perQonnel . aigned

to thi   tation vere to fly preparatory reconnai Qance mi  ion4 without

' warning, were to drop agenta by parachute, etc.

 
E rentu811y, they were to

emp ha   i ze t h e d ev e l o   nent of h i gh a l t i t u de f l i ght e . Th e 2d S .;u adr on

rema: ned at Orly for the time being, and the 3d trangferred to e t-

  B&n e4    t. n

"The 14t   uadron, operating from Seeraopen airfield, reconnoitered

the territory of White RuR ia with He3nkel 111 aircraft."

started  
"The 2d  quadron   later frc® In terburg airfield, covering the

territory of the Baltic  tate  and advancing in the direction of Inat®rb urg."

c 
" '?'h e 3d cqus dr on f l ew f r om Bu  ar e 4t i n t he di r ect i on of t he Bl ack   ea.

coa t and to the north thereof, aF far aQ posQible."
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" Th e exp er i ment 8l at a t i on f or hi gh- a.l t i t ud e f l i ght a f l s w dor t i e Q f r om

Cracow and Buda - eQt into the area extendin  from Kiev to zbou
  Minqk.

"

"Tl:e aircraft u ed for the e flight  were Heinkel lll   with high-

altitude engine , Dornier 215'Q, Junker  8g B, and J  ker  $6 P, which

were  pecially equipped with preQaurized cabineQ and with engineQ tuned

f or hi gh al t i t ude   . "

" Qn e h i gh- a l t i t ud e a i r c r r  f t wa 4 l o   t a f ew day c be f or e t he et a r t of

t .he Ru     i an Campa i gn , t h e c r ew
 

wa Q cap t ur ed , bu t i t wa a l i b e r a t ed t h e

day after the offen ive got underway."

'  
"Meanwhile,  -ome agent  had been parachuted at variouc  ector , having

been a migned intelligence mi4 fon . All theae mi  ion  were accompli he d

in accordance with in truction  without m .
jor loaQe ."

"The reconnai  ance mi4oion in th® B .
l
.
kan  wae flown in additior_

by

  three crewa u ing Dornier 21  aircraft from Plovdiv , bulgaris,  tarting

.
in March 19l ..

1. By executing thia mi  ion the group 'c forces were dicper ®d

in di 'ferent direction. The need for attaching the indivi3ual  quadron 

in accordance with their a  ignment  beca ne more and more urgent. However,

the exicting organization rema n ed intact until the  tart of the RuQCian

Campaign, after which the GquadronQ were tactically  ubordinated to the

apnropriate air forcec ..."

During the F' ur ian Gampaign the intelligence collection effort was

unequivocall,y concentrated on air reconnaic ance.
The ryuadron  of the air

r e conn a i   can c e gr ou p o  ' t h e Lu f t wa f f e hi gh Comm znd , wh i ch ha d b een a 4  i gn ed
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to the air force -, were primarily re non ible for  trategic air reconneiQOance.

The Re aquadr ona have nhot ogr apr.ed maj or part   of Eur cr ean l      i a   ever e,l

time  during the cour e of the campaign, he.ve checked the effectivene•  of

Uombing raidc by  obtaining photographic evidence, have obeerved railroadQ

and canal    ln dictant rear e.rea , etc.

 tatement  by pri onerc of war were anothei• '.mpor
tant  ource of information.

The car t ur ed Ru    i an   ol  ?i er   , l i ke t he e i v i l i an porn .
il

.a
t i on , wer e f ar mor e

 rilling to provide information th   the  oldier  of W®etern Powerc. ThiQ

wa Q pri -r t i cul ar l y t rue dur i ng t h e ea r l y par t of t he campai gn , when i n many
•

in tance  fear of bad treatment on the one h
.an

d and perhap  a certain hove

t.hat the internal policie  night change induced the Ru  ian  to talk rether

f r e e l y . The one ex c eTt i on wer e t he c omr  i     ar   , t hat i   t o   ay t he  

com. nun
i t officials. The collection of intelligance from Quch  ource  wa 

complicated by the fe.c
t that the  imple Rus ian  oldier and the lower non-

 
comF knew very little. ;leverthele r, their  tat ment  made it po  ible to

o otain e.n over-ell impre  ion, ta  m ow the unit  coma itted in conbat, their

equipment, cupnl=e , tacticc, and --  -ince the higher.ran
kQ were not imzch

more di creet -- very often al o the ener y plan  and intention .

The arrival of large number  of pri oner  of war, among whom there were

.

aldo man;  bitter adver4arie  of the  olitical re ime, fac3litated ceunter-

intelligence operatianc  .hat penetrated deep into sn  territory. The
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The former Chief of the Intelligence Dividion of the Luftwaffe Hi;h

Command  ++r i t ea a  f ol l owQ on t he Qub  ect of t he pr eparat i ona f or c oll ect i ng

intelligence, on the svaluation, and on the coi tinuation of intelligence

1 ?
operation4 during the Ra. aian Campaign:

"ground 10 January 19I;.
1 the Intelligence Dividion of the Luftwaffe

Operat i on  Gt af f waQ not i f i ed of t he pl an  f or def ea.t i ng t he   ov i et Uni ®n.

ThiQ newG came unexpected7,p becauQe the Battle ©f Britain had not yet been

terminated and above all becauae the two-front war,that 3itler had alw p.

proclaimEd aa having to be prevented would now become an accomplidhed fact.•
-

The many di   advant ages f or a   utcceG  f ul cont i nuat i on of t he conduct of

military operationt on the part of Germany led to doubta. Tn 'the Tntelligence

Di icion a  well a  in other 4taff divicion  there were man3  officer  who

o?poced the attack plan on RuQQia. The Chief of the Intelligence Diviaion,

in particular , repeatedly  ubmitted hi  QeriouQ ob ectionQ to the Chief of

•
t he Luf t   raf f e Gener al   t af f . The new pl an changed c ompl et e ]

,q
t he met hoda

of operation of the Intelligence Divi ion. Mo t of the peraonnel were now

u ed for topographic and target intellf.gence  lirected at the fioviet IIni®n.

Since no information from agents or other  ourceR pertaining to

Ru  ia had been received, the new orientation meant building  tp

a.n entirely new o:ganization from Qcratch. All •ource4 were inatructed to

devote their energy fully to

47
Schmid , Int e 113.  ence Di vi  ,

i on,
(no page nwnber i ndi cat ed} .
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turned out to be a correct e tima.
te. 4lthou

 
the Gernanc were aware of the

ex i   t enc e of ma.
j or i ndu   t r i a l c ent er     .

t 1 'o   c ow, L eni ngr ad , i n t he Ukr ai ni an

Done z Ba c: n , a nd a l ong t h e n i  ' d l e   e c t or of t he  Jol ga , t he Ru    3an ai r cr af t

i ndu et r y '  c apac i t y wa a gr ea t l y under e ct i ma.
t ed . r'lboti e a l l , t he Dr oduct i on

ca na c i t y i n t he f' i e l d of moc  er n z i r cr aTt engi ne   ,   r i mar i l y f or f i ght er   ,

wac far more adv .nced and exten ive than the

Ger man   expe ct ed . The e   t i  ria.
t e wa r ab col u t e l y wr ong i n   e f ar a   t he t ot al

eapacity of the Ruccian military economic canacity and the performance af

the  oviet railroadc were concerned. Both were i ucea urably better than

_

 he Gerna.nc
had ac umed. The over-all undere t  ation of the  oviet Union

U3  the German  wa  cau ed Y y the total reclucion of the  oviet rtate for

two dec8de4, by intentional German propagarda, and perhapr a1 o by the

antagoni tic attitude of Ru  ian emigrant .

The po   i t i ve i nf ormat i on, obt e.i ned f r om a Ge rman i ndu ct r i al c or  a Q  i on

•
t ha t had v i   i t ed a i r cr a f t i ndu ct r i   .l pl ant   at r o rc ow a   l at e a a    or i ng

l  al l and whi ch had al   o been i n t he tir al   and al ong t he 'Jol ga , had no t

been given  ufficient credence by the Intelligence Divi ian. On the

ccntr :ry, the intelligence expert  believed that the Ru ciana had bluffed

the indu trial co ni cion. The Germ n air attache had little onnortunity

t o   ee anyt hi ng i n Ruc ^i a and wa   i l l i nf orraed , gener al
.l .y .   hor t l y bef or e

the ctart of the canpaign he aCredd witr the wrong e timste of the Intelligence

Di v i r i on . The combat ef f e c t i v ene     of t he Ru;   -i ar.   .v
i at i on had been corr e ct l y

evaluated by the
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Gernlan . tit the outbreah of ho tilitie  the ertire Eurooean-Ru  ian Air

Force we. 
de troyed.  t lo t almoct it  entire -  teriel but only few men.

It wa.   ur - ri  ng that the Ru  ianr were able to reorg .n
iz© und replenich

t h e i r a   r f or ce un i t   by ab ou t 1 tirov enr  e r l q  l , wh en t l-:ey had Qome 400 -

5  0 a i r cr a f t , even t h ou gh t h ey h  .
d t r  t r an   f e r '̀or c e   r r om Ar i a t o do   o .

De4pite con tant attrition, their  trength rore to about ?00 aircraft by

1 Nay 1q1,2 . Th e ou t d a t ed f i ght er   r ed d i   a pp e ar e ?..
I n t h e i r pl a ce t h ey he.

d

aodern type  of aircraft in addition to the bo ton and Hur=icane Y lane 

d e l i v e r ed by t h e    e   t e r n F'owe r   . The   .i.    i an Ai r For c e wi t h i t   bad l y•

t r a i ned per   onn e l cont i nu ed l  o   u .  'f er   e re r e l oc   e   i n t he  -unmer l q   l

 :.nd du r i n r t h e en t i r e cou r   e of 191,.
  . Tn e t ot a l numb er of a i r c r a f t   e Qt may b e

e   t i ma t ed a t a mi ni raum of   ., 000 a i r cr e f t .
1̀'ev e r t h e l e     , t he Ru    -i   .n

i ndu   t r y

rucceeded in re; Iacing   the e lo  ec, in delivering nn-to-date f"ighter,

gr our  - a t t a ck ` nd l i   h t b omb er a i r c r a f t , a rlc.
i n   l owl y i n c r e a     n g t h e ov er -

 
 :1 1   t : eng t h of t h e r ov i e t av i a t i  cn i n c omb a t - e f f i c i ent a i r cr a f t . By t he

au t u.mn of 19  .2 t he Ru    -i an   h ad   ome 1 , 000 a i r c r a f t . Ru     i a
 

wa   a ppr o , chi n g

t ot a l co ll ap   e  :f t e r hav i ng   u f f e r ed t r emend ou   i o    -e   of t e r r i t or y dur i n g

1 j4 . The production ca  acity of the indu trie  in the liral  had been of no

u e, and  he turn in the military event  that occu_ -re
  at  talingrad would

not have been po  ible,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

_  ;  _

'
_ '  t .   e   z 

_
i ; ,  r   -     ;   t :_ n ce of t   e  ::e   t e r n   ot  e_•  :1  . ', not b ce ri   o e f f e ct i 4 t .

rii t h ou t t he d e Li v ez, ,  of :  oor? , _:  i   .
t i

.c r_ _  r o1 1
_n e ,  :i r cr  :" t , s: ,d   ea r c e      t er i el

f r om Gr e   .
t   r ' t ,    r: r.nd t h e Jn i t e ' ^t a t e   t ne l u     i   >>  ,•re   _

kn e     i n 191. ? ccu l d

no   ?:uv c; be en   ov c, c or:e :-.n
d t h e  •,   r -i n ' 'u     i a -.you i d h  v e t aken   .

 
.s.

f :  eT•e r.t c our   a . r e t l.  :r t    o : .u  -   l .:n   sf:oul  
.

11   ,re    r:r r en.  e r ed i ,  .not ' ler

:ue    l   o n . "

ni l: r_:   t    en, t l-. f i  J::zr e   c ? t t- e    s     i   r_
r_:i r For ce  _  t e r   a li- .mer 1  1;1_

  :er e
  n CA'

1 c c.
  ; e .;.

 
_
I ' C _ 'c, 

r   t h .-t
t   '

_' e c:C
  5' I Or   ' 6' _' T'i

  C G .
  11C; .  e r GE I? t c: ?e U   ' 6'T'"v 1 C @c    

.
e

  .
  r cr r  ' t ; n t he ; a     i  +_n

:_i r ?or c e r r•ve r ex c  ,e  
.E

d C;C,   er cent  +nd  •.a c u   tz  l l ; 
.

  nl  T  y   ,  er cent c= t  : e _c   u   l ,.t ,r r r l r_   r   . ;   , r 1  r     •. e  . ,   __ - ct u  :i r.u? :b . r ol - r cl  :f t•.

" R,  d i o i nt er ce    t   c ov er   r c rr u   Ci r n t .r    f   i c - :- o . cd E,co d r e  •u l t   • i n

_ e  :c e   ;   :e . Dtz.r  
_n, t h e   ,   .r , r   d i o zn t e,l_

     ;G  ce   r n ;; d Fr  t h F• on l   r c omu r ehen   i v e

 .nd ou    t .; . :
d i r ` -'e or t   ,  - t:., •t i c7:l r.,_.;      ri t i: r e    .r  ' t o t t-_e  -t r en    h  : - c?. 

8   ..
 u 1    1:]G  n t Of ' t h G 11'U r '   ' 1

. : :I7 c v l cn.
t l 0 h .

l n '.:1F.Ii
; %

l i ]   t '_   C P, ^ 1
.
   +' d ^ r 0   '   ; b 1 E t 0

•
d I ' c .

'rf C o 2: C   la   i
-
On r U   

t f ': O O ;  e r c:
  1 c I: ^ r, l '  :,n   0 _  t a   .  e :  a r Ir:3T b   ' O     e r v i r.,--

 

r : 2? c .
f E r   .  .

_ !d   ' 1  =      e Of
.
 
_
1 r i'  OI ' C e i: T'1

  t !" i " 7 I'7 on E:    =r f  
.e

l d t o u ?̂ i0
  'c.

17 e r ,
it

 ̀ h c r e k er e n o     :j or chan      i  -: t h e Cor r   ::n i nt Gl l i   en c e co   ec t i on

 
. r Et  -:od   and   our ce     1Lr   n V t hF f  ir t  :-,e r c   ur   e of t he w£:r . Th e r    '_  o i : i e r -

c e ;, i . <•o;~  i ce Le c  .:ne Inor e :: .ii a i  or e ei f i c i en . i r_ 
t h e i e r f cr rn  nce of i t   t        

ur.d dev el o  c i i n  t o t : .e mo   t i .  r c r t ant   r.   r e l i     l e col l ec t i en i n   t r ur:era .

Th e L.   i c i t i y e ::  Zd c   r El e    - r u:    o t  ," n -•-a.      i cn me   i  a     o  ' t :  e t  u   Ci on   wi t h  

    _

1 0 1 1   u <' Jla ' rl L[=' I. II G  •   E   li 1 1   r   r Ot•l i r
. 
  "' 1          f ]

.
c :  .r C,' @ cVi i n   e l l l b e n c 6 WOr r

  ': 'l r 1 I'1 

t :  e c   :ur   e cf t ne  =  r ,   : _nu.mphl t .t or    i e    , i r.t e l l i  -e r_c e i     t t r:ched a -

hr  -,e n : i x  1.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

- 153 -

t he i r l
.a ck of r ad i o d  

_  c i pl i n e f a c 3l i t ` t ec   .h e Ger m :.n
t a r k . I t may be

a     umed t ha t t h i   wa   n ot i r t ent i ona l . 1   e cau   e   wer e pr ob a.
b l y t o b e f ound

i n t h e b z.
d c om  :ur l:i.ca t i on  - i a c i l i t i e   i n   ener a l , w  :i ch enf a r ce d ex t e n -i v e

u   e ol r adi o c o,r  a:n   ca t i on   . : 1   0 , F i      i   .n r Gd i o oper r t or   wer e not   t.
u f i c i ent l y

i nt e l l i g ent and t h er e f or e b ad l y t r a i n ed . Fi n !l l y , t h er e wa   a con Rt a r.t   h or t a.g p

of    a i t ab l e per   onn e l .  ' i n c e b ad r 2.
d i o d i   c i pl i n e had been ob   er ved a l r e ady

dur i n r  or l d t l   r I on e mc- a     ume t 11  t   i
  v

han  e i n t n i r f i e l d   f u t ur eg   .  / E €

47UL11 Q t a k e p l a c e   3 owl y .

Th e Ger rsan i n t e l l i gen c e c ol l e ct i or_ e =f or t i mnr ay ed f ur t h e r Gc of 19  2 ,
 

wh en t h e i nt er r o  a t i on of  .  r  
.  oner   oi ' war wa   c er.t r a l i ze   . Up t o t ha t t i me

^u c?  i ? t e r r og s -t i on   t o ok t l a ce a t a i r f or ce head:_u   r t e r   , wh er e t hey wer e

car r i ec' out i n a h apha zar d r  a.rul er .   i n c e t he   e me t    od c di d n ot pr odu ce

  a t i   f a c t or y r e      l t   , a cen t r p.
l i nt er r a   ,a

t i on  :.ge r cy wa   e ct ab l i che3 a t

Loe t zen , nea r t h e Lui 't wu_̀f e  a . ?h Com   ,ar d he  :d :. u c:r t er   , wh er e e   r  ec i   l l y

  i ranar t ant   r i   nnF-r   cae r e i nt er r o    .
t ed .
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YII. The  dilitary Operationa in the  Lediterranean

The collection of intelligence in the  editerranean area was
_

considered a secondary matter in peacetime so that there was little

information available at the beginning of hostilities regaxding this

f u t ur e t he a t e r o f wa r . 'i'h i s pr obab l
,y

i ndi c at e s t ha t ne i t he r i:he po l i t i c al

nor the military leaders of the Reich anticipated during pre-war days

and ev en af t e r t h e at ax t of ho s t i l i t i e s t h at Ge rmar y wo u l d hav e t o

conduct military operations in this area. The tiediterranean xas con-

sidered as an exclu9ively Italian sphere of interests and operations.
 

Although  dmiral Canaris na.inta.i.ne
d cont ct with the Italian

Intelligence Service (SIM -- Servi io Informazioni  12i11tari, whose

chief was General Roatta), the Gernans were unable to obtain any

i
.mpar

tant inforrnation either from this agency or from the Italian

Air Attache. The German Armed Services Attaches in Home were equally

i unable to produce Worthwhile data for the conduct of operations in

the Mediterranean. This is not surprising, since their mission was

only to report on their host country .

This generally unsatiafactory situation continued to exist during

the subsequent joint operations with Italy -- the Italians did not

k.noW muc h , and wha t t hey kne rr t hey wer e abv i ou s l y not wi l l i n g t o

communioate .

For all the operations in which Gernan troops eventuall r became

involved in the  Iediterranean area duiing the course of the war, the
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data had to be       collected immediately'before or even

during the operation, essentially from German resources alone.

The methods of collecting information in this theater were the

same as elsewhere, taking into consideration the political, geagraphic,

and ethnological particularities of the areas involved. Since no

basic organization was
pe ac e t i me   f       , av ai l abl e , i t Wa s ne c e s s ary t o u s e wax t i me me di a ;

this meant that collection through agents -- although conditions were

favorable for this type of activity -- was of secondary importance

compared to aerial reconnaissance, radio intercepts, analysis of

_ ca tured items a,nd interro ation of risoners.P   g P

The X Air Corps, which was the first senior Luftwaffe headquarters

employed in the  editerranean area, was at first responsible for the

collection of intelligence. The central eontrol of this effort was

later assumed by the Second  ir Force headquarters Which had command

  ov e r t he I t al i an- Wo r t h Af r i e an Ar e a . Th e f orme r i nt e l l i genc e of f i c er

of X k .r Corps summarizes the collection activities of his headquarters

4$
a s f o l l a ws :

.
"At t he end of 1 940 t he X Ai r Cor ps wa s t r ans f err e d t o Si a i l y a t

the same time as the German Africa Corps was organi.zed and comr.itted

in North Africa. The missions of X A ir Corps were directly related to .

the over-all mission -- direct and indirect support of the

48
,Report of Oberstltn.a.D.

(Lt.Col., Ret.
  Eleyenstueber. Karlsruhe

Collection.
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gr ound ope r a t i ons i n Nor t h  Lf r i c a . The I t a l i an a r my i n i lor t h Afrr i c a

di s i iai egr a t i on

was a t t h a t t i me i n a s t a t e of     Z t t  Z,  ZZbc  an d f l i gh t f r om t he 3 r i t i s h

forces thrustin  out of E ypt."

"The X Air Corps had the following missions:

a. Direct support of the ground operations;

b. Providing immediate security for the supply routes from Italy

t o No r t h A "r i ca ; a.nd

c. Securing the lines of cu:mnunications indir ectly by neutralizing

IV:a l t a . rr

- " i'hese tasks were to be undertaken in conjunction witri the Italian

air force units, with the Germans attemptin; simultaneously to improve

the comba  efficiency of the Italians."

"The following additional missions uw eloped uuring the course of

the operations:

a. The British naval forces in the eastern I editerranean had to 

ba combatted, their oases, especially  l
.exan

dria, and the

supply lines through the Suez Ca.nal had to be sttacked ;

b. The blockade had to be maintained, that is to say British

air and naval forces and supply vessels had to be prevented

through
f r om pa s s i n   A  3E. 

t he we s t e r n T  e di t e r r anenan and pene t r a t i ng

.
as f ar as I Sa l t a or t he   e a s t er n p a r t of t h e oc e an . "

"No time cauld be lostt aince the situation of the Italia,ns was
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O 

s •  rn C
s o      g

 
i .   i n PTor t h Af r i c a . On t he ot he r hand , t h e Ge r man a i r .

f or c ew ,  
.

intelligence had very little information on the enem.y air and naval

foroes. This theater of war was on.
ly very scantily observed from

Ge r man r f or ve ry obv i ou s r e a s ons , a.nd t her e we r e t he r e f or e many ga ps

in the intelligence. The Italian intelligence data were poor. V ith

regard to Malta, for instance, the  uestion as to how many aircraft

there were on the island w8s answered by :"Molti" (Tr.s man,y
)
, leaving

.

it    open Whether this meant 100, 500 or 1 000. Tha question as

r ta  ,K- sI   t
 

to the variou s m odels of aircraft was anawered by pr esenting the
A

.
 

German aircraft-type- ehart for the air reconnaissance service, Which

had been reproduced in Italian. -- The German air.
force intelligence

personnel therefore had to obtain as quickly as possible the information

ne e ded f or t Y .e empl oy men  of ai r Por c e s a nd t he e s t i ma t e of t he enem,y

strength, and this had to be done by using German media. The extended

- . and unsatisfactory signal co     cations between Sicily and Germa y

  required furthermore that the X Air Corps operate independentl,y and  

t ha t i t be e qu i ppe d rri t h r e c oru  a i s s ano e me ans t h a t wou l d pr o duc e r e s ul t s . "

guthor's Note: The command and etaff organization and the training

of t h e y oung L uf t waf f e wa s s t i l l ab s o l u t e l
,y

i nade qua t e at t he s t ar t

of hostilities, whioh is altogether understandable. The constant],y

recurring tendency to oontrol units or even individual planes, if

possible even during their commitment, directly from th® Luf twaffe

Hi gh Command or a t l e a s t f r om t he r e s pe c t i v e ai r f or oe he r  dquar t e r s
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led to the overloading and malfunctioning of the signal communications

and i n t e l l i g eno e a,  a   e s be e aus e of . The nva ,nal

staff of intellig nce personnel assigned to an air corps or division

headquarters was fully accupied with these reporting functions. If one

adds such other functions as military administration, military news

reports, etc., there aas no time Z [i  or personnel left for the

intelligence functions proper, namely to prepare the intelligence

message
e s t i mat e . The X Ai r Cor ps t her ef or e f or med an i nt e l l i genc e   i 

G,
    '

s e c t i on t hat r e al l y ac t ed as   be t ween s   e  f or t he oper at i on s and

    eh
 

i
intelligence officers. It collected automatically the yard-]

 
g tele-

 
 

type messages concerning take-offs, operations, landings, and 

   
r  . 

s u c c e s s e a a c h i e v e d t h a t a r r i v e d f r o m s u b o r di n a t e u n i t s a s  a dv a na .e  

main , supplementary or corremtive reports, transmitting same to a

f
1

P,  ..
 

nervau senio command that really failed to realize its proper

mission.   rre alified intelligence personnel were exempted from such
  -̀ v   ,    

 
     

Ne e  .
  °

r, `  d 
  i  e ss or e   -t he wou l d _n

 
,at hav e pr oduc s u ah a s at i s -y

 
 

factory intelligence estimate ."

"The X Air Corps used the experiences caade during the Norwegi n

Campaigm to establish intelligence coverage for the &Iediterranean

Campaign. For this reason  maximum emphasis Was placed on obtaining

       
   `      G*  v VG..t1,rr   ro

means of types to be used in this distant

subsidiary theater of War; it turned out that this was fully justified."

"Aside from air reconna:i.ssance units, the air corps included the
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following intelligence collection a,gencies that were either tra,ns-

ferred together with corps headquarters or moved in subgequently :

an enlarged photographic laboratory ; a.n overstrength air force

r a di o i nt e r c ept c ompar y wi t h or g a,n.i c de oodi ng s e c t i on ; a nav al r ad i o

moni t or i ng s t a t i on ; an a dv a.nc e f i e l d s t a t i on of Oh'  '1, dbw. I t Arme d

Forces Coun terintelligence Office, Branah I -- collection of intelligence);

geographic, economie, an d political experts of the areag occupied by

t he e ne   }r; and a f i e l d s t at i on f or t he i n t er og at i on of pr i s one r s . "

   The s e uni t s , i n s of ar as t h ey vre r e n ot Lu f t wa f f e or gani za t i ons ,
.

remained under the technical and administrative control of their

parent organization. For operations,   E however, they were subordinste

to the intelligence officer of X  ir Corps. He assigned them their

missions, and to him they had to report primas ily . The chiefs of these

units usually participated in the daily situation conferences at the

  air corps headqu :,rters, and they attached a liaison officer to the

intelligence section."

The various fields of intelligence collection will be dealt with

in detail with special emphasis on their methods of operation,

activities, and successes achieved.

Reports of Si htin  Aircraft in Fli ht

'L'hese reports were uncertain and their veracity depended on the

training and experience of the re pective crew in the fields of ground

c omba t and nav a l t ac t i c s .
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1•' or e ov er ,   :a ny mi   t   .
:_e  • wer e mad e i  e c au   e of    ac  l      h t ana enemy

ca :aou_r
l   €_e . I n   umma .Ty ,   u ch r eTor•t e a r c i m   or t   .ni i t eL :  of i nf or ma t i on ,

bu t f or -  r epa r i ng i nt e l l
.
i gence e   t l y,a t F   t h ey can t e u   ec  onl y a_

f t e r h uv i ng

been checked by another arore reliable medium of intelligence collection.

Air rhoto I econnai  ance

Thi  i  an amaz ngly effective mean  of collecting information, if

t h e gh ot ogr apil   ar e r e e,
ll y t hor ou Lr l y ex   i ne d .   h ot ogr 4ph  - of a i r f i e l d  

we r e ax.arui n ed k•i t h   p ECi a l enl az•ger   . The   e ner mi t t ed  Jv en wi t h n ot

par t i cu l a r l y good or ahs r pl y f ocu   ed -  i ct ur e   t o ?de nt i f y u p t o 50 - 70

r -

•

, ,  
.  p er cent of t h e moa e l   r epr e   ent ed  _y

t h e a i r cr a   t na r k ed on t h e a i r f i e l d   .

ch eck i n g of f,he   ame
Fr equent  E     a.i r f i e l d 4 per mi t t ed phot o i derlt i i 'i cat i on of d .un  

ai r cr af t a  - wel l   .  t hot e whi ch wer e r.ot bei ng commi t t ed at t he t i ne ;

the latter  howed no change  in rocition whatcoe  er and no taxi track .
  ;

,r
 6  l  i '

v or ab l e /  
 

Gn Ph ot ogr a ph   t aken of t h e f or t i f i ed a r ea of Tobr uk t h e l .a  h t cond i •cl on c

' made it po aible to r=cognize on enlargement  the rre hl3r dug-in mine ,

including tho relate  wire o  tacle  anri gapG in
 
tne mine fieldc.

    protograph  of naval force  one could not only identify without fail
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the different ty: ea of ve  e1Q -- it wa  a1 0 poc ible to eetabliqh

the damage  inflicted to the ruper tructure P.nd to examine the holes

cauQed b r bomb  hi t   .

At f i r  st , aut omat i c aeri al camera  wer e uQed onl y over r econnai Q  ance

ob  ect i ve   . Lat er Quch wr ong econcma,p wa  dr opped - - t he amount i  rval ved wea

  o amal.l compar ed t o t he commi t ment of an s i r craf t wi t h i t 4 cr ew. R  ro   pe ci al

itemQ of information derived from aerial mo aic4 of enemy-held coaatal areaQ

'  l'   °'
and return flightQ over the Qame territory along the coa4ts fl French-built 

branch line of atrategic importance Waa accidentall,p
di -covered in thf  manner

 

in Qouthern Tune ie.;
thio rail line had not been noticed by the armi tice

  commiQ ion that wa  naturallp alno engaged in intelligence collection. In

another inrtance, the sirhead of the hritich airlift acroQQ central Africa,

which wa   ituated far  outh of the h'ile Delte wa  accidentally recognized

on the  Oargin of a mo sic photograph, whereupon it wa   iven f ]
.
1 coverage

• by a Qpecially di patched aerial reconr ai  ance plane.

  ut hor!   Not e : A  eo of t en i n t he hi   t or y of Luf t waf f e oper at i onQ, chance 4

were mi aed becau e of hal.
f-meaQure  taken by the top-level command. Th it

al o hzppened in thiQ caae.
Aa mentioned above, careful   oto interpretation

had  ucceeded in accidental: y identifying an important enem.y
in4tallation

in the nnid t of the de ert. The airfield and di per al area contained  ome
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300 - 4.
00 fighter aircraft which the  riti h had laboriou ly brought to

We ct Equat dr i al Af r i ca by oce an t r an   por t at i on du_r
: ng t he l a   t hal f y ear

or  o. The plane  had been a  embled at the coa t and then flow over a long

det ovr v i a t he   udan t o Egvpt . Thi Q ûppor t ai r f i e l d   ra   i nQu- 'f i c i ent l y

  e cur ed , i t   def en   e G c on   i rt i ng of vnl y a f ew l i ght and mec  i um E.n
t i ai r -

er af t gun  t ha t had been i  ?ent i f i eci or. t he phot cgr   .ph  t o t he ex c l u  i on

of any other defen e . Appa ently there wa  no radar rcreen and therefore

no pr oper f i ght er Qaf e guardG.

The un i t commande r and  -ome g ener al   t af f of f i c er e.
t adv ance po  t  

•

r e que ct ed a concent r at ed dayt i me l ow- l ev e l a t t •ack by a l l bomber and f i ght er -

bo¢nber ai r cr af t av ai l abl e t o t he ai r cor pG - - at t hat t i Dae , i n t he aut t  n  

19 
.
1 , t he ai r cor pG wan   t at i oned i n Gr e ec e - - and t rle ki r For ce GomTnana er

l frice who waQ  -ubordinate to corps .
heady aarter . haturally ,  uch an attack

mi g ht hav e i nv ol y ed t he l o    of   ome 1G ai r cr af t , per hap  a f ew l e e   . 3ut ,

•
on the other he.n

d, the hriti h re- upply of fighter aircraft would have

bEen at lea t halved through de truction. Thi , in turn, would have delsyed

t h e   r i t i   r  of f en  i v e i n t he Cy r enai ca by 3 - 6 mont h   ; t h i   of f enQi v e wa  

under preparation at that time.

 ne mu t mention in that connection t.hat the conQtant evening or

night operationG ordered b  the top-le 
fi vel comc.and  :nd nirected at airfield 

i nv ol v ed on an av er age t he l occ of at l e a  t one ai r cr af t .
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Finally  it wae decided to launch an Evening-dusk operation by one

bomber gr oup of t he l i r For ce Cacnmander Af ri ca . Thi s gr oup waR e qui ppe d

with Jwnkerq $$ model sircraft; becau e of the conatant atrain and overlos,d

i mpoQed upon t he f l yi.ng uni t a - - i n  t ead of concent rat i ng al l f orce s f or

e4aential and prc nising operationQ which i4 the only feaaible method ©f

employing a technical arm -- only about nine aircraft were capable of

taking off on thic miQQion. About 2 or 3 of thece reached the target which

was difficult to locate aince the desert wa  without marker4. Thie waQ all

: the more difficult at du k which is of Qhort duration in the qouth. The

-   w   l • Gc DiC Q-       .
. r bh  oper at i on

   
The ai r f i el d , whi ch t he

beee  e
  '    S

t
  +'l ,

  1   /  .
ene y had hitherto believed to be unidentified ,A

sir warning 4ervice, fighter patrols, and antiaircraft gun  withis hour4

and day s af t er t he rai d , a4 aacert ai ned by   ubQeq   ent l ,y coYmni t t ed s i r

reconnai e ance planeq.

• Thie i  not the place for po4t mortema of mi takeQ made; rather, an
,

example waa given to illu trate the ba4ic problem . The beRt and m©4t

r ev e e l i ng i .n
f ormat i on concerni ng t he eneu y i e of no po  Qi bl e u ,ee , i f t he

co  nand i  incapable of availing itealf of puch opportunities and aGing
 

itQ operational planq on the intelligence produ ed.

Radio Intelligenag

The i  ediate interpretat3.on of the information concerning the airfield

idantified through aerial photography sa described in the above example
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wa  no  ible only through tr e med'w  of racio intellisence. For long- •

d i   t a.n ce f e r r y i n` f l i ght   , cu ch a   b e t ween Gi br a l La r   .n
d t h e Cy r ena i ca

wi t h i n t er me   i   .t e l a nd i
.ng a t i r ;.l t a or h et we s n t h e C  er oon   and Egy pt v i a

Centrsl Africa and the  udan, flight  ecurity radio traffic -- however

re tricted -- wa  indiQ en able. 7t i  ;ue tionable whether the radio

oper a t or   i r_
Cent r a l hf r i c a and t l: e c r ew  i  -  t n e a i r cr a f t   wer e awar e of

tY:e fact that almo t every  ignal they originatec wa  interespted  ome-

where -- that i  to  ay wherever reception wa  bent -- by Ger;nan radia

:  an i t or   . I n any ca     , a l mo   t ev e r y n.i r cr Gf t t h a t t r an   f er _ ed  -u p  l i e  

_
o r   er v ed a   r e _  l a ceme nt wa   i de ra i f i ed b    

_
t   t a c t i c a l   ymb ol c (moni t or ed

f r om Gi br a l t ar ) or i t   r  a r.u f a c t  ir e r '     e r i a l numb e r ( i nt e r c e  t ed f r o:n t h e

Takor ad i   t a t i on )
.  a t h e   r  e t i me - - i f r,ot ey en b ef or e - - t he ch i e f of

 -upp l i e   a t t  sdd l e   a   t h ead .  iia r t er   en t er ed t he new?y   •r i v ed 4i r cr a f t

i n hi R r e   e r ve   t ock     i nc l ud  
.n g manuf a.c

t ur e r '     e r   a l r_  abe r and t a e t i ea l

• i d e nt i f i c a t i on nynb a l Q, t he Ger ms.n i n t e l l i gen ce Y er s oru e l p e r f or n ed t h e

.  ame tranaaction.

ku t :  or ' l idot e : A o d oub t , l i mi t ed f l i ght   e cur i t y t r a f f i c c v lriot be d i   pe n ced

wi t '  c?ur i ng   u cil l ong- c  i   t unce f l  
.g

ht   oyer enemy t er r i t or y or .oy er a r e a  

lacki.nc groun:' organization  upport. (hi the other hand, it would be po  ible

t o d e c e i ve t h e e :  erLy wh i l e condu c t i n g f l i ght   e cvr i t y t r af f i c . 13 ,• an added

expenditure of a few kilowatt-hour , tne Briti h air  upnly orga_r,
ization might

have deceived the Germa.n intelligence per onnel, incinuating that 10 or even

20 ti
.me  s  many aircraft were being noved than in reality. Thi  type of
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decevtion would have reduced the value of intercept  -- the monStoring of

enemy flight  +ecurity radio traffic -- to a minimum . In view o '̀ the pre ent

develonment  in technical intelligence devicea, active deception reignQ

cupreme.

While the  upply line acro   Central  ifrica wa  of only general

Qi gn i f i can ce wi t h r ega rd t o i nf or rna t i on r ef er r i n g t o eneany ma t er i e l and

cupr ly reQerveQ, the tran ferQ via Gibraltar could be etopped or intercepted

bp active countermea ure . Moreover, the take-off of aircraft at Gibraltar

could ea ily be ob erved by an expert or trainec  per on who  imply went for
 

'
a walk along the neutral   aniQh  ide of the border. Thi4 could be done

with bare eye  by daytime or •by watehing the ec ential illumination of the

runwapc, the  earchlight , etc., by night. The prbolem was therefore purely

technical, rlamely how to tran mit  uch ob ervation  to  icily with the

nece  ary rapidity.

Be eau   e of t he i r 3e
  1

r an e a t t ha t t i me f i ht er a i r cr a f t d i d not t e•
  g   g ak

off from Gibraltar but were tran ported an aircraft carrier  that penetsated

intv the we tern  iediterranean a  far a  Algier . To intercept them effectively,

the Germar air reconnai4 ance had to identify the Britich fighter  a  Goon

a e _
r_.oQ  i b l e a f t e r t he  t ook of f f r om t h e car r i er . P.f t er cuf f i c i ent i n t e l l i g en ce

data had been collected, the Germane were able to counterdireet their

tactical operation  even without thiQ Gaecific air reconnaiceanee information.
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 t the  pecified time, the German  rlew fighter patrolQ above and particularly

weet of Malta above the  ea Qurrovnding  icily. A not in ignificant per-

c ent ag e of t h e a i r c r a f t f l y i
.ng t oward r fa l t a f or an i nt ermedi at e l andi ng

were here intercepted. The Briti4h Fv.pp
lg aircraft found no better protection

by a detour above the then "neutral" territory of Tuni ia becau e they

were recognized by German radar  etr at  icily and by intereeptsd flight

Qecurity radio me 4agec (for in t8nce by  irection-finding of the graund

 tati®n Malta). The corre4ponding in.
formation wa  i om ediately tranGmitted

to the German fighter  in the air.

 
One might add in thia connection that the almo t 100 percent Qurveillance

•
of t he enem  r f l i ght Qe cu r i t y t r af f 3

.c r e Qul t ed i n t he re ccue af many cr earQ

that were in di tre   at  ea becauGe they had run out of fuel. The Germsn

Qea re cue  ervice  aved theQe crew  in addition to tho e whoee aircraft

had •been  hot down.

, 
The pog ibilitie  of imrnsdiately exoloiting for one  c own operat onq

the information derived from monitoring tactical ground-sir traffic of

enemy aviation have been diQcuQQed Geparately. h'aturally, all thi  traffic

was conctantly being manitored for other purpo ec, for in tance to find out .

t he number of s i r cr af t t he r e Qpe ct i v e   quadr on had r eady f or comrnj.
t ment ,

of
t o obt a3.n c7,  an t o t he ir home bace , t o l  iow  whi ch mode l ai r craf t t hei r -

equipment con i ted, etc.
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Radi o t r af f i c t hat ha,d be en moni t or ed f or   ome t i me wa  nat ur al l  r

wel l known by   quadr on , home baQe , ar ea of co  i t ment , et c , i lhenever new

code de ignationr, wavs lengthQ or unucual radio traffic appeared in the
  by the intercept  ervice

area under curveilla3 cqa radio direction finding netxork wea extended over

the entire operational area with the a aictence of a apecisl directioa-

f i nd i ng co mmend   3gnal c amTnuni cat i ona   er vi c e . In t hi   manner t he at at i on .

that had not previously been identified wac integrated into radi© traffic

intercept Qervice.

The decoding  er *-ice cancentrated it  effortG on the ground-to-ground

- r d i ta o raffic of the ves ioua airfield  and logi tical in4tallation .
(The

mee agea of the enemy reconnai  a.nce and bomber unit , which u ed  im.p
le

code cbart  that were Changed almo t every day for encoding their ground-

t o- a i r t r a f f i c , wer e ut  ual l y de coded t he   ame day .
) The r ad i o t r af f i c bet ween

ground Gtation4 provided extremely intere ting information becau,ae
there

  were  o many  upply me Gage  that had to be tran mitted by radi® eince there

were no wire co  unicationQ. Thece me Qage  were neceQrary in the North

  5  
` African c e ert, e pecially in conducting mecbanized  . The  upply

me qageQ, in particulsr, tran mitted by tran po ition cypher, wa  hard to

er a c   .
( I t e olil .d mean , f or i n   t ance t h a t 7. wa   t nr ee , 2 w  s negat i v e r eport ,

3 wa  four, etc.
) In general, interpretation wa  noQ ible becau e of

conGtant obGervation with the as i tance of German logi tical and technical

 pecialirtF. After that, the me  age  became all the more valuable.

After diacuccing tbe two out tanding intelligence collection media,

one  hould interpolate a few obQervation  on the
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me t hod   of ev a l u nt i on . To n,ak e i t   h or t : h i   h pr a i ce mu   t be be   t owe   . on

intelligence
the maintenan ce of  car

d-index filer. _
Evcry enemy a uadren

had it  own file, in which recordc were m .
intained of eiery operation by

r e   i   t e r i n   t h e r e r_ or t  - f r om d i f f e r ent   GUr Ce   .

Th i   r egi   t r s t i on d i f f e r er t i a t ed
.

b e t ween r e^ or t   f r om Ger ma.n cr ew  ,

from the German aircr .
ft warning  ervice, the _ntereevt  erviee, ete. For

t   i   u    -  o   e , t h e   ame me t h od   wer e u   e  a r f or   e ogr a  ?h i c   i t u a t i on  na p   ,

i . e . d i f f e r ent c J l or   wer e u   ed f ar t h e   -ar i ou    -our ce   ,   uch a   r ed f or

intercept ,  reen ror ^hoto interpretatior., etc.
 

Iif t er a  ew week  or monthc the evaluatin  oer onnel were able to  ro-

   u ce w  t 'r-out de l ay   u ch da t a on en Es.-  y   ,;u a  ?r on c a   w er a   e ntumb er of a i r cr a f t

reac?v =or commitment, kill   corsd, etc.

In general, the intel_igence officer tru  hed after   -   month  an

s ts.na
te that wcc t;a ed on an alno t oer ĉnal relation -hip to the enemy

_ u n   t   h E k e- t u n3er   u r ue  
.
l l an ce . Ln t h i   conn ec t i on t h e au t h or a l way  

n a.
i nt a i n   t h e r o i nt of v i ew t ha t a t r ul y e  ' f e ct i v e i nt e l l i genc e of f i cer

wh o  :no .:  h i   j ob i n   i d e ou t mu   t he ab l e t o r e  - l a ce t h e e r_emy ooer a t i on  

of f i ee r f r om one day t o  :.not her . Obv i ou   l v , c    n   t ant l y r en ewed r e t r oa c t i v e

e ti a l ua t i an  ::n d ex  i n a t i on of cov er a e   '
_gn a t i on hy  ot h e   e e , et c . , ar e

e  ential in order to a certain com  lete correlation of the inf©rma.
tion

rroduced by the variou   
.n
telli ence collection -ource  with ab olute
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certainty. Un the other hand,  -uch check  mu t be made, ir one want  to

avoid feliirg into the trs.p of a "cheep" enemy decention in ©ne field of

collection. During the la t war neither  ide con i tently tried to u e

coordinated decept on in  everal field   imultaneou lv. At that time it

wa  th©re 'ore almo t foolproof to check one item of information again t

i nf or n a t i on obt a i ned r r om =.not h er f i e l d of coll e ct i on , be f or e i nt egr a t i ng

t h e f i r   t i t em i n t o t Y e i nt e l l i g ar.ce e c t i ma t e . . . .  :^i d e f r om t he    r ev i ou   l y

up- t   cl s t e •

mentioned evaluation ba ed on casd-indez file , othern tati.c
tical methodc were

er  pl c
 

iEd ,   u ch a   cu r v e di agr am  . Be cau   e of t he mor e e  ' f e c t   v e en c i n_
h er i ng

 

me t hod   u   ed i n t h e r ad i o t r a f f i c of 3r i t i ch n  v a l f or ce   , t he Luf t waf f e

intelligence adonted the "rar io frequency curve" fron it  naval counterpart.

Thi  curve, a11 by itcel ', gave a   clue to the opponent '  o  ration .

Ey ob eEr z•a t i on , a     ,r ev i ou   l   ment i one   , t he i n t e l l .i .gen ce of f i ce r wou l d

for zn tance notice immediately, whenever Briti h bonber forcec in the

 
2 iediterranean would deviate from their u ua1 routine --  

. squa
dron  in

operation, 1 Qquadron idle. If all 5 Qquadron  were committed  imultar eouQly,

thi  wa  obviou ly an s.
]
.er

t  ignal and waQ recognized ac  uch. 9Q it later

turned out  ;t wa  the preparation for a ma or attack in ivorth Africa.

h  i c .e f r om t•r an   mi t t i ng i nt ell i gence   nf or ma t i on t o
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t h e Ger man t on- l ev e l com :and and t o t he ? u `'t wa f f e Hi gh Com nand , i t wa Q

obviou ly al o important to keep the German unitc informed on the enemy

 'i tribution of force  and di oo itionc. For thi  aurno e, the "ene y newQ

  h e e t " wa   c?i ct r i bu t ed . I n a war of mov er e nt   u ch a r t h a t i n t he I  or t h

African cle ert, one had to take i
.n
to account that information di  eminated to

combat unit  wo•ald fall into enemy haud . According to the motto: "Effect

.
ha  priority over cecurity; all intelligence infora,ation wa  di  eminated

down to  c uadron level. The only thing that wa - not revealed -- a cECHET

c l a c   i f i ca t i on   ra g put on i t - - wa   t h e   our ce f r om whi ch t h e i r_
f c r mat i on  

 
 had been obtained . In re rc  pective it  eem  ar if thi  cover  ad been

  u i"f i c i ent , t o d oub t , t h e en e:r  war cur r r i ced a t t h e v ol ume of i nf or ma t i on

 uch
av,ilable to the German command,   when he captured  data. But

no timely change in the method  of radio tran ni  ion occurred. It was not

u n t i l af t e r t he Yal t a c onf er en e e , d• zr i n   wh i ch t hi  - cub j e c t wa   appar ent l y

  diccu  ed cecretly, c?id the  aviet IInion anr' the alectern Fowera obccure

their radio me  -agea a little more than they had previou ly Rtarted to do.

Fsut at that time  t wa  too late, the Gernan evaluation per onnel were  o

well oriented that  uch change  could be overcome through analy iQ and

interpretation. It i  not without intere t -- e pecially in view of the

very mode t achievement  of the Geru  an comr unication  ecurity -- that the
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warninge regarding the remarkable effectiv  ne   of the German intercepte

of radio comraunicationG  robably reached the A11ie  :nainly through

ccmmunication  ecur .
ty . A   ecially e tabli hed contact of the enemy

cormnunication cecurity, operating at the top-level co m and arle  dealing with

nroblem  concerning the m l.
itary conduct of warfare, repeatedly i  ued warning 

,
' of breache  of  ecurity during the latter year  of the war. The e renort 

were rnonitored in Germany,  rhere they could not be oinnointed aQ to the

country of de tination becaute they were tran mitted very  kilfuLly from

a r ad i o engi n eer i ng ?  oi p t of v i ew.

 
It remsin  an Allied  ecret -- no  aubt the Alh

_e  were fully aware

of all detail  concerning tr.e e me« age  -- which country received and

s b ov e a l l wh o   ent t h e ce me 4  age   t ha t pr odu c ed a t r l.i
l y d e ad l y ef f ec t on

the German intelligence  yctem. In  ummarizing one mu t  tate that the

 ource  of infarmation  hould be kept  ecret at a.n,y nrice, while the

- i nt e l l i gen ce i t   e l f mu   t b e di   s em.i n a t ed s.n
d u   ed f or cur r ent oper a 

t i on   .

The mechanice of intel].
igence di 4emination in the Mediterranean

every
theater were a  followc: Down to  quadron level,    unit waF i  ued

a loo e-leaf bincier. In the introductory part, the binder contained general

data on the combat srea. There foll owed detaila concerning the forcea

of the enemy that had besn identified in the combat area. Thic informat3on

was con tantly brougr t ur to date, the new informatlon carrying the page

number or appendia reference  of the enemy new  4heet that were to be
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k L 
.

t h a t h ed t o be done , wa   t o i n   er t
 

t i  aut omat i cal l y wher e .t h eY

a    be l ong ed .
( One ha   t o c ount wi t h t he "i n_lol ence " of t he f l y-  ng

crew  tiho are fully occupied with operational matter .
) -- The enemy

r eW    hee t cont ai ned f ar t hermor e a   pe c i al   .
t t r a ct i on . Tbi   wa c t he

dai l y Headquar t s r     j dd l e     t
_r e ,.  or t and ot her f or e i gn r r e^c r epor t  

car cer* ing the combat area. The reproduction of the e new   and propaganda

relea e  wa  carried out with all the more enthu iacn during the early

i ar t of t he ?•Ied i t err anean c ampa i gn be cau   e t he enemy r r e   c r epor t  

ahowed ac  ruch imag  tion -- the word "11e" ha  been purpo ely avoided --

_
a   Goe bbe l '   t 'r op  .gand  : N.i n i   t r y i n Ber l   n . The Ger man uni t   , i   ol at ed

r eaci i ng
i n fi ome t ent   i n t ne Nor t h l  ,.

r r i can r e   er t , e nj oy ed
 
    of t he

'   'r  s
exrl ci t   of t he er.e    r who had cont ract ed a do  e cf   r ab f ant acy . Thel

were the be t qualified to  ubmit the e a  ertian  to c. cr
 
_
tical arlaly i 

cince they were directl  involved in the actionc deAcribed.  dith thi   

  juicy mor el it became ^o  ible to make the "enemy new   heet" of the zir

 , -    Lp -'
corpc a readily read snd   expected iten of information.

 r h en t he Ger   an pol i t i ca i l eader   :  i p   dec i ded t o i n t er di ct

the tran nic ion of enem;,r pre   reY crt  a,
ltogether during the  ubcequent

operationc in the r+lediterra.nean
thenter, the
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troop  became all the more eager to receive the daily enemy newr  heet.

 one time later cuch r.ublication  on ha pening  in the Germ,an combat area

wer e f orbi dden al   o wi t  li n t he f remework of mi l i t a r y   ur ti ey   . i fi t h t he

ct opnage of t he f l ow of Quch i nf ormat j
.on , r umor   of al l ki nd     pr ead l i ke

fire amon  the troops, much to the detriment of their morale."

The e  tatement= have been quoted  o exten ively becau e they hail

f r om an of f i cer wi t h wi de ex ner i ence i n t •h e gener al f i e l d of i nt el l i g ence

who war particularly well ver ed in the collection of information. They

• deccribe granhically the method  of collection and evaluation a  applied

i n t he 1 'edi t erranean t heat er .

I n t he c aur   e of t 'r_ e
Ger  ar, par t i c i pa t i on i n t he oper at i on  i n t he

1y editerranean, the e rionage  ervice in thi  area wa  activated. The degree

to which the German  coll .
borated with the Italian  in thi  field i 

difficult to e tabli h  -ince the recpon ible per one are no longer alive
•

r ec ordc
and becaune there can har dly be  .ny   on thi   ubject. How effective

the infornatian fron intelligenee a er.t  wac in contributing to the  econd

dir Force 'c e timate of the  ituation can be gathered from  tatement  by

3  Genera l der Fl . a .1  . (Lt . Ge n . , A et .
) De i chms.nn , who wa   t hen Chi e f of

•  9
  t af f of t hat headquar t er   a.nd who wr i t e  a  f oll ow •s

.
"Dur i ng t r_e mont h   f r om t he end of kugu  t t rs ou gh   e pt ember and

October 19 2 •

49
Der c eut   che N  .c

hr i cht enue   ehaf f un    d
.
i en   t be i m Oberkom ma,n

do der Wehrmacht

i m  ie r b  t 1942 i n Erwar t un  e i ner Al l i  eer t e n Lar.d.ung i m lfs t t el mee r (The
German Intell igence Collection Effort Gt the   ed Forees  igh Gonmiand   j      gn i n t he Aut u  af 1942 i n   pe ct at i on of an r  l l i ed Landi ng in t he   tedi t err .

)

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

- 174 -

t he Co;r    ,nr er - i n- Chi ef   out h and   e cond : i r Forc e - - bot h c   m:  t t e -; i n

rhe :   d   t er r arlean  :r ea - - r ece i v ed a gr eat nu_m
ber of r e por t   f r om t he Armed

r or c e r Hi gh Com;;and , Count er i nt e l.l ?g er.ce 0_̀'f i ce , re   ar   ?' ng an i   ni nent

l anc?  n5 i n t he ] Ied i t err ane an . . Ev ery or e of t he   e r e  ?or t     t ar t ed wi t h t he

tru tworthy
wor ?  : _

kccordi r_g t o L   z ent . . . "

"'  i t hi n a   hor t   equence l a.ndsnr    ti  ere   red  ct ed i n t l e cout h o ' France ,

i n   i c i l y , i n     rd i ni   ., i n t he Tr i r.ol i    r ea , i n Gr ee ce , e t c . Each one of

     a
' he   e r e   or t  - iyave had   r eat i rat  -.c

t    n t he oFer at i oizal pr e nar at i on ti

of t he Ai r F'or c e , af f e c t i ng   uc   i   port r.nt ?  at t er   a  t he   pr ov ement and
•

new c on   t ruet i on of  :i r f l e l ci   , t he i r f i l l i ng wi t h gr our_
d and t e chni cal

r er   orLne l , ba  ol i ne   unz  l i e   , bomb:- ,   pGr e :  ar t c , t e chn i cal equi   ent , an d

t ile e    ;abl i   hment of   i
.bnGl ccimnt:n i cat i on  . In vi ew of t ne gr eat d i   t  :nce e

i  v ol v ed , ea ch one o= t he abov e l   nd   ng   w  ul d h= :v e r equi r er e. di f f er ent

d i     o c i t i or  of t he ai r f or ce  an i t   . The   c ond   i r i or ce , however , had

• r_e i t,her t he nece     ar > >er    :nne l , nor t he eq   i rment , l e t a l one t he  -uppl i e c . "

"  (} 11
.E-: r_l c w .̂ 

ha ppen  n ;, A  _ 
a r a l C ;nar i   , t he Chi e f of t he Count er -

  nt e l l i   Enc e Of f i c e ,  _=-!.-:eci For ce   ia gh Com land , r   notLnced hi    ;i Ci t at

t he He a3ciua.r
t er  • of t he Co  ;:ander- i r.-

Chi e f ^out h i n I t al y . "

"I n t he pr e   enc e of t he CoT • .anc e r - i n - Chi E:f , t 'rle Chi ef of   t af f   :.
de t he

f c l l owi nE or e l   .  o e ct i on   :

l . Ther e i    ?r ob  .
bl y not a  •i ng l e   o     i bi l i t y f or l and i ng G i n t he

T̀.ed  t er r Gneun ar ea  rhi ch ha   U  en omi t t ed f r om t he pr ed i ct i on   by
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apparently tru tworthy agentQ duri.ng
the la t few weeka.

2.
  By hi  pre ent  rocedure , the Chief of the Counterintelligence

pr a c t i ca ]  y
Office at the Armed ForceQ High Com. and  COn

ducts a vsr of nerve 

againQt the Commander-in-Chief  outh and the  econd Air Force, thuQ

aiding; and abetting the enemy.

3. Already now there can be no doubt that moet thece agent  are not

tructworthy; on the contrary, they are extr  ely untruatworthy and

ar e obv i ou   l y s erv i ng t he
 

nen y . "

"If t he Count er i nt e l l i g enc e Of f i c e , Armed Eor ce    -:i gh Com:-n.and , i Q not

_   .
in a po ition te acrutinize the tru tworthine   of the reportR of individual

agent , the Comanander-in-Chief  outh  -hould zt lea t be given an orportunity

t o d o w hi m  e l f . I f t her ef or e ar: ag ent   end   i n t wo r e? or t   t hnt   eem un-

.
b el i ev abl e , hi c f u t ur e r e: or t    ,   1 1 be e qual   y unr e l i ab l e . To enab l e t he

Com nander-in-Chief  outh to check the veracity of the e report , the agant 

 
 

originating them mu t be made identifiable by  ome di tingui hing mark.

Naturally, thi  would not mean that the name  of the agent  or the aymbolc

u ed by the counterintelligence per onnei be revealed. An identifying mark

expreQ ed in figure - or letter  would  uffice to rhow
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which reT ort  hr d origineted from each individual agent."

"Admi r al C2n Fr i   r epl i ed t ha t t e had or dered al l r e -.or t   t o be   ent

    'Q
to the Comnander-in-Chief  auth,    e  e-la  er wa  bo t quelified to

di rt c er n
 

 what might po nibly happen.   e re ue4t for an identifying mark

that would perrnit recognition frrnn which agent originated  everal reoorte
,  

,o

was  
ithout credible rea on."

"At the Headquarter  of the Comrnander-in-Chief 9outh one got the

impreQqion at that time that Admire.
l Ganari  might perhe.p 

deceive the

Commander-in-Chief oouth intentionally."
 

 

The GuppoGition that ha  been here ex recced and which asoee at the t

time, namely-that the counterinteliigence people were deceiving intentionall,y,

can obviou ly not be rroved becau -e counterintelligence aervicee Sg in

general will not  how their handG. tifter the war, when it wae publicized

that important information waQ played into enemy hr nd  from the Counter-

i
i n t e l l i g en c e Uf f i c e , Ar me d For c e   Hi g h Comnoa nc?, t hr oug h -' Ge ne r a l G  t e r , who

A,.,, s P
had be en ex e cut ed a   o3e  -e   -  '  ac compl i c e   ' t ed- dn t he at t empt on

Hi t l er 'c l i f e on 20 Jul y 19,1,1,., t he po     i b i l i t y t hat  
.n

t ent i onal
/
de ce pt i en

could
wa  u ed    after all not be refuted altogether. On the other hand, it wao

only natural that the enemy tried to confu e the rituation by all mean ,

i nc l ua
.
i ng de ce pt i v e ma neuver   ; a pr oo er l y i rlt e gr at ed counts r i nt e l l i

.gence

 erv=ce, however,  hould be capable of dircerning  -uch maneuver  in the

long run,

In order to deceive the German intelligence cervice with regard to the
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Al l i ed pl an   f or l   .n
n ?r.  i n   i c i l

,y
dur s

.nE: t he   ur L e r l qi 3 , t he hr i t l ch

i n t e l l i gen ce u.  e     a   e e _  r aor d   na r y r.=_z.  ur e   . 1he c or p   ¢ of a :i1  .n wh o h e.
d

 aeumonia -- to
d i ed ?r c  -,       r i .mul a t e :' e ut h f r  om dr own i n  - - wa   dr e     ed

i n a rsr i t i ch ma j or '   u  l
_
f or ra t h  t cont a i ne    t he    _ er   i f i ca t _on      p er c

of a :-'a j or `  s t i n . The eor _    ,wa    ..r ct  ? t c l o   e t o t h e     e.n
i nc   aa   t oy

G Cu b r a r i n e ? it   t h e n r e l e a c e d   o Lh , t i t w ou l d  •u r   l    'o e    r i f t e d n   izor e

a n d    ou r d on t h e b e a c h .
I r  t h e :?o ck e t     : e r e t wc. 

l e t t e r   f r om   r orni n e n t

per or.a
litie ,

the content  oi which led to the conclu -ion that t•Y:e Allie 

r
   

i n t en•- ed t o l c:n ? i n Gr ee c e and i n    :.r
d i n i €..

_
Tlii   a.

f f a i r   r e a t l y ; r e o ccu pi e   fi h e Ger   an 1
_n

t e l l i   enc e 4nd t h e Ger r  an

c orzr and . Gener cl   e i c -iz   .nn , t 'ri  n Chi e f of " t a f f of t h e Co  nd er - i ,n- Chi ef

51
" ou t h :  3   t h e f ol l o  ri n g comu-  el t   on t ni     u Lj e c t :

" Th e c on t en t   of t he t w •• ? e t t er          .t t he Ger wan i n t e l l i ge r ce ,- eopl e

h ;.d   e i zed wer e ul   o c oni7dun i ca t ed t o t h e Comm  nde r - i n - Chi e f   out h . i n t h e

i c u   e c f t il e l
.e

t t e r , wr  _c
h w2.    u  : p o  ed t o 'r ay e or i - i n;,.

t ed f r o r.  !dmi r a l

P ":oun t  out t en , C- i rl- C   ou t h ,   .
f t e r t hor au=;h _  na l y   i   , :;.r r i v ed a t t he c on-

c l u r i on t ha t I a r:   i ngc i n cur   i n z
.a , t e k hi ch a r e :  _a r k cont a i n ed i n t h a t l e t t er

r e ' er r i n - t o " S  .r ci i ni a " wa   ob v -  ou   l y   £ cup•: o   ed t o oi n t , wer e    nl i k e l ;  .

Tn e   l l i e   waul r h  v e cn c e  .  a   Il b een on   .n i   l ar.c  t h a t wa   a t a con   i ? e r a.
b l e

c?i   t an c e f r om t h e I t a l i a r: ma  n l axld . 1f t h ev  l s nd ed l n   i c i l y , t hey wou l d b e

--e     _     t ec? r _ ora i h e Li  _
i
.r 

l   nd onl y t ;,  t h e  't r 8 i t   of : :e     i i_e . .':c c or d i n   t o
5 :J  or raor E c  eUa.

i l   ,   ee Th e " L  n w'ho   s v er '   a  ,   y x  ̀ e n r!on t a gs , Lonc  on ,
Eti an     r ut h er c . '

51
De i c hril a r n , lsa r l   r un e Gol

.
l ec t i on .
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German theorieG, theq would have been even  trong enough to land directlp

in central Ita].y . -- Thi  deception, in ofar a  Italq wa  concerned, ther®-

fore had na effect. 8r to Greece, which at that time wa  no longer withi.n

the aphere of re poncibilitiea of C-in-C  outh, I do not believe'that the

l et t er f r om Gener al Ar chi e Nqe re   ul t ed.
i n any change  i n t he def en  i ve

  di4po ition, 
that had been previou ly planned."

,

ThiR attempt at deception with "Major Martin'Q n corpee wao baeed

an acQumed
on   r el at i on   hi p be tween t he   pani   h and Ge  l i nt el l i gence   er ci ce   ;

T  .    
  thi  aa umption wa4 juctified.  wa  per ectlq eacecuted on the baai  of•

 

meticulou  p1.an , and everything went accordin,g to  chedule. But -- a 

General Deichmann'  co  aente indicate -- it ; roduced no reFUlt . The rea an 

are eaFq to find.  .n atte npt at deception that i  too perfectly Qtaged

muQt fail if there exi.ate a Qtrong di truFt of Cuch report4 on the part

of the opponen  t ; t he e    t ence of   uch di   t r u 4t mu  t be a   aumed al l t he ,
 

more  S, if the report that iQ be' floated ceernQ  omewhat unbelievable.  8

Land3.nge in Sardinie lacked all military  en e, and an operation in Greece

had to appear unlikelq to any m .litarily trained commander in the exiating

 ituatian,  o long a  German troopr in Italq an d  icilq had control ovar

t he l i ne  of conooooouni cs.t i on acro  g t he riedi t erranean. To
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. YSII . Upi t ed   tat e  s f Amer i ca

The per Fi   t ent l y cont i nent al out l ook of Germar y 'Q pc l .i
t i cal and

  mi l i t ar  l eader   prev®x t ed t ha t count ry f r om mai nt ai   .ng an ef f ect i ve  

_
e   pi onage  aervi ce i n t he IIni.t ed qt at e q beFor e , duri ng , and af t er 'iTorl d

 - -
wa3r I ag wel l a a bef or e and duri ng W©r l d War I I . F©r t h3   •r eacon, t he

German c®unterintelligence had a1m oQt n© information concerni8g the IIn3ted

•   t at e;  f er Wor 1d T  ar I I .
I
 

' . , ,
.The mo t  i.gnificant snd correct information regarding  he Amer3.cea   

. . Armed Forceg and ar  msnt pote tial wa  provided by the Germat mili ary

 
.attacha -- General voa Boetticher. Thi  genaral wa  an  rmy officer,

acting aimultaneuu,4
].y a,r sir attache, xh3ch indicate4 ho rlittle 3mp®rtance

t he Gez  ,an   •r F tr c e Hi gh Cam  and at t ached t o i nf ormat i on f r am  the II   .'ted
. -

 tate . A1
_Qoi

it  howa that a militar3r conflict with the natfen acro a the  
,

. -
gtlantic wa  not taken  

..m
ta coaaideratioa. Althougb he waa en Arn  officer 

  thi  capable general provided aucellent data concerning the American air

armsment before and during the firct yeare of the war. The co ].eotios of

i nf ormat i ®n xaa gr eat l y f aci l i t at ed by  t he l a ck of r eet r a3nt wi t h xhi ch   '

,
Americsa politician  and military per4onnel di cuQOed their problema  in

 - - ,
conver eat f 0$ q and i n .publ i c .   ddi t i onal  -ovr ce  of 3.nf ormat i on were t he

of f i ci al publ i cat i m a , pr eQ¢  ce  or t 4, maga  i ne   , and t he r  di o.,

. 

.
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.
  e r y nr cd   .c

 .
i c e   our c e  of i nf or   la t i on r e  ;a r    i n g t he :  er i can

:ni l i t   ;r y e   t .,b l     :   ent   nd nr r  -  ent we. •e t r e iie F;.r i ng   on mi l i t ar y ma t t e r q

b e i or e Congr e   r i ona l com  i t t e e   a n _  t h e a r my r egi   t er .

Gn t he b a   i   of aL ';.l ie  -e    :u r ce   t h e I nt el l i   e r_c s Di v i   i on   .
t

t 'r e Luf t wa f f e Hi kr. Cvmtr,a nd wa   a i t e r a1 1 ce.paUl e of p i ec i n g t oge t h e r a

con ewha t c.
d equ  a e n i c t ur e of t he Uni t ed c t a t e   n i l i t sr :  e   t ab l i --hment

 .n  i of t 'rle ar r.,an ent pot ent i al i n wh i ch i t wa   nr i y   r i l y i n t e r e   t ed . Th e
.

i n t e l l i gen c e GF-enC-  e   i n  -ol v ed i n t hi   ei f or t •,ye r e aWar e of  :he enor mou n - -

c ompar ed t o   ur op ean --t :  ndar d   - - i ndu   t r i r.
l pot ent i a l i t i e   of t he Un i t ed

7  

 ' t a t e    ;;n d t hey d i d not f a i l t o dr aw t he a.
t t ent i on of t h e i r   uper i or

 :u t h or i t i e   an3 of t h e   ol a.
t i c ` 1 l eader   h i p t o t hi   i nf or n a t i on . Th a t

n o cr ed en c e wa     i v en t o t he   r r e   cr t   cr t h  :t t    e   e r e nor t   wer e c an   i r. e r ed

exag_erated carnot be     blamed on ir;telligence. De pite the

ex ne r i en ce   of Wor l d  J;:  • I , n  :i -  h er Hi t l er nor t he   r ea t mF:  or i t y of t h e

•
t o o- l ev e l  !-i l i t Rr y l ee.

d e r r con c i ci e r ed t he Uni t ed   t a t e   a   a pot en t i al t 'r r ea t

t h a t mi
. 

ht i nf l u enc e mi l i t a r y =  : i :^i on  on t }: e E .u  o :ean cont   nent . i h ey

.
a o  ed t ha t t r E  1' t ed ^t a t e   tisou l c  not pa r t i c i   a t e i n a wa r i n r,ur o  e . Th i  

wr.   t h e d e c i   i v e :ni   ca l
.cu l a t i on ir .   i t l e r '     c l i t i c a l   cheme - - a   t n e

r e   ul t of ' h e k•8.r
ha     h own . For   on e r ia y a c r wne wi t h r ome c er t i t ud e t h  t

he would have  _c
hieved hi  mil;tary uim  in Euro _:e -- al o again t Great

r r   t a i n and t h e   ov i e t C r_i on - - i f t h e Uni t ed   t   .
t e c wi t h i t n
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t r e.  end  ou  - r e   our c e   had not i n t er vened i n t he c on._
 'l i c t .   uch an i nt er -

vention wa  cflr. idered unlikely, all the more  ince the German Legation

i n Wa   hi ngt on and e   pe ci al l  r t he rai l i t ary a.
t t ache li t t er ed ev en i n 19  .1

t he opi ni on t hat t he Ur i t ed ct at e   mi ght   t ay out of t he war , i f ev ery

e =f or t tirac nade t o av o i d f r i c t i on . That t he i nf l an~nat ory pr opage.n
da ag adin   t

Germany , which wae then Glready going at full bla t, wa  part of a pcycho-

lo ical preuaration for the Jnited  tate ' entry into the  :ar and that

the very extencive unilateral  up ort ;iven to Great  3rit in, which went

i n t he war
beyond the framework of r:eutrality, actually meant practical participation 

.
,

agai n  t Ger many , wu   - - per har r be cau   e of w  chf ul t hi nk i r  - - r,ot pr oper l y

con idered in evaluating the United Cta.
te ' attitude. Even if Hitler had

counted on the eventual : articiTation of the United  tatec in active war-

f ar e , he woul ' . not hay e bee n capabl e of r ea l i z i ng t he da  er t hnt woul d t Y  t 

intention ,
:lav e a ̂ i   e r.

t o hi   mi l i t ary   f or t he   i mpl e r ea   on t hat he di d not

,
want to qpoil hi  preconceived notion  by  uch conciderationo.   '.oreover,

he

cid not believe the infnrmation re"arding the United Gt .
te  ' rerourcec.

rinally, he might alco have believed that he would be able to terminate

 
the war victoriou ly befcre the United  tate  ' intervention or itc  otential-

itie  could   ke them elve  felt.

had
Thi   t y pe of r ea   on i ng , ev en  

.
f i t   t a :en pl a ce ,
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unite would be available in the United  tate . tlmerican intervention in

the Europea.n war wa  ta,ken int® con ideration, but xa  not con idered to

be likel,y. It wa  not until  prin.g 1941, when Oberleutnant (Fir t Lt.) von

. $$8
Werra w

ho had e caped from a Briti h  ri oner-of-war enclonure,returned

v f a Ca,nadar t he Uni t ed   t at e c,   I iex  c o, and r out h Amer i ca, t hat t he

american infla. runatory propaganda again t Germany became obviou . But even

at that time General von Boetticrer  f  S7  radioed from Wa hington that

he con idered United  'tateQt continued non-intervention e por ibility , ye 
.

  r  +..  / l K.a.-  -
even a lik elihood . But eve yth3_ng por ible 

h+  to be done to avoid incidentg

_ T nthat mz.g
ht annoy the Lnited State .

The political leader hip and the agencie  re  oncible for armament

did not teke ar  notice of the above,mentioned indu trial mobilization

of the United  tatep, psrticular],y
in the fi

_e
lda of detieloning and con-

 tructing heavy bomber . On the contrary, they ordered the well-lo own

•
 toppage in regearch and develo* ment, accord to which all develo ent -

  P'm

in the  phere of armamsnt were to be cet a4ide  unle P the item could be

de igned and made available f©r combat comm itment within one year. It wa4

precicely this radical mea ure, which affected particularly the air  rmAment

with vi ion
Qphere, that induced     induCtrialict, 

j -- the aircraft deGigner

N  .a . ,.  .
/ 1

,

, and   
-ritz Siebel -- to take a courageou   tep by informing Hitler

o  the dimenQionG of the threat preQented by the United  'tateQ
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 .nd by ma :inc cugge tion  wi.
th refcrence to the di  a ition  Germany

  houl c? t a ke a   a r e   ul t of t ha t r i t u a t i on .   i nc o  ' i ebe l     conc e pt   of

l  >L J pr oy ed t o be ab   ol u t e l y c or r e c t i y t h e f t r t he r cou r   e of  dc r l d  +ar l I ,

h 3  l et t e_ t o t h e Chi e f of    r For ce     e c i a l   ui pl y and Pr ocur er  en t , wi t h

wh om he wa   o:  f r   end l y t e      ,   .n
d r :i   :nersor a r.

dtua wi l l b e c,u ot e3 v er ba t i   i

5i
a   f ol l ow  :

r'r 3t z  7, c i ec e l i ot t er d a. n
/ An tqver p , i Gc t ober 1G  0

Ch i ef of 'via r Economy

  i eb e l   i r cr uf t Fa c t or y Hal l e Co . , Lt d .

•
To the

•
Chi e f of   i r F'or c e   Gp e c i al  `upLl y and  'r ocur eanent

Ge  a l ob er   t (Gene.r a l } tJDET

'erlin

 ear Frne t:

ll ur i ng our l a   t cobv er   a i on I -  r o  rii   e<1 y ou t o nu t i n wr i t i .n  

• mf   d e a   e.nd conce  ,t   of t h e a i r : or ce i n t he pr     ent r nd i n t he f u t u r e ,

ec -Gciully in the light of the  merican air armament  evelo ment . The e

t hcu,ght   oc cu r r ed t o me i n   ul y , bu t :  e cau r e of b ei n ,   occu pi e  wi t h
,

l   t,       t- > 
 
i,a t_,, n  b a i     bar g e ^ (1r . : The   o- ca l l ed r i eb e l   e r r i e   f   r t he i nL a   i on of

En  l and .
)

, I d i d n ot har e t i n e unt i l t od ay t o k ee p my nr oni
. -e . i h e

53
3 ot h d ocu  ent   a r e p  -t of t h e K s l nr u he Co   e c t i cn .
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attached memorancium cantainc the ec ential part  of the e idea  that

I have worked out together with my friend Koch.

Althou  thi  might  eem like big talk, I don 't believe that I am

exsggerating w? en I  sy that the key to the future of our people during

the ne  few ysarc i  ?n the timely e  an ion of our air srmament. Thi 

will be true whether the   pre cent wax wlll end  oon or only after rome

time and whet'r.er the United  tate   +ill intervene or not.

5ecau   e of t he of f i c e S ou hol d , your act i on   wi l l have gr eat i nf l uence

on our future. You have the elan and imagination to fully realize the  cope
•

5  . .of t he t a ak   wi t >.i whi ch de  t i ny ha   c onf r ont ed you . I n t he " Ir nn Nan"

yc}u have romebody who will back you up with the f
.u
ll impact of hiQ per onality

 

and who will enable qou to into reality whatever he con ider4    

right.

The problem  eem   eem  very  eriou  to rle. In my opinion you  hould

.
  t ker e f v̀'r e ?u ned i a t e l

tiy e   t ab l i   h a comwi t t e of hi ghl y ca pab l e men - - pr e f er ab l y

in collaboration with the pre4ident of our indu trial sa ociation. 
' Thi4

committee  hould prepare in conjunction with your leading expert   ome very

- f or
pr e c3  e pl an  -   our f ut ur e a  E.ment pr oduct i on . Thi r wi.l l per mi t t he expanQi on

54
Goer i ng '   ni ckiiane among hi   per   ona l f r i endQ.
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of the armanent  roducticn   with a minimwn o` de].ay , which

might mean a  little a  a few week , the way I  ee it.

Zhe problem of the ckilled technici .nc
i  of deci ive importance in

t hi   conn e ct i on . Th e l  y mu ct not onl y pu t an i zn. r,ea i Et e ct a p t o dr af t i ng

t e chn i ca l l y   k i l l ed men , bu t b ey ond t hb,
t i t mu   t a l   o d i   ch ar g e t e c}in i c i an  

on a l a r ge   c a l e .   1.
i c i e t r u e i'or b ot h b l u e - col l a r and wh i t e- c ol l

a
r   e s -

  a   ,
 

The attached memorEndum follow  up the  tudy of 11 January 1S3a on that

_,
 tud  ontained

su ject. Thi  a dete,
iled olan for a con tant re upply of technician ,

  and I  till believe that today in wartime thi  plan  hould be implemented.

_
Bu t ev er y t hi ng wi l l f a i l , u nl e   c pl a.nn i n g and i c pl ement a t i on e.r e a     i gned

to one per on, to k hom tr e  eichGmar hal (Tr.: Goering) give dictatorial

p ower c . Ab w e G11 , t h i   man mu   t b e i n s r o   i t 3on t o e l i -ai na t e w3
.
t h ou t de l ay t he

ob truction  pre ently cau ed by the central contrvl of all conctruction

a c t i vi t i e   . :3u t t h i n i   j u   t on e of t h e f u_n c t i on   f or t h e a cc ompl i   hmen t

•
- of whi ch   u ch f a r - r ea c hi n g p ower Q ar e n e c e     a r y . The ex e c   t  i on of ev er y

other cegment of the expe.nc
 ed armament program -- for in-tance the increa e

in productirity of the  ubcvntractor  -- will dapen    ;milarly on the pivot

q . e   t i on whe t her cn e mzn ce.n i rano   e hi   wi l l wi t h out r e c i   t ance .

  en t h ou -h I kn ow t ha t bTOU   ee t he f u t ur e i n a   i mi l   r mann er , 3 o a
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will under tand that I feel compelled to  ubmit my idsar to you; I ju t

have to expre   my thought  in the way thingr aF ear to me.

I rema n gladly a  comerade by vour  ide and €reet you

I:e i l Hi t l er :

Your  Fritz  iebel

Fritz w , ciebel  erlin, 7 October 19 
.
0

Ch i e f of War Economy

I.

 
The ilnited  tatec rearm at an extraorCinary rate of  peed.  o far a 

air armament i  concerned, thi  American ar aament buildup• will certe.in
ly

re ult in a  hift in the cize of air unitr. The air ferce  of the future

wi l l n o l on ge r• b e c omp o   ed of t h ou   and   but of t en t h ou   and Q of a i r c r a f t .

Th e   e s i r f or ce   , wh i ch wi l l b e c om;:o   ed of ar mor ed a i r cr a f t equ i p•oed wi t h

nowerful gun  --  ome of them remote-controlled -- will gradually develop•

to --uch parfection thAt the air arm will become the exclu ively decinive

f a c t or i n any t yp e of wYr f ar e .

Th e wor l d ent e r   a n ew e   och of war f ar e . iJha t had b e en pr ed i c t ed af t e r

 eenc indicated
World War I and   alresdy clearly ^dur_ng the pre ent war, will

b e t r an cf or :ned numer i ca l
 

 
into roality  imply by theAincrea e in aircraft without taking

improvement  in aircr .ft performance into account: war  of the future
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 .:i l l b e f ought a l
.rno  t   ol e l y by t h e a i r f'or ce ^   r_

d wi l l b e de c i d ed by t h em.

For, with enemy air forcec h _v
ing the n: -nerical t̂ren;th they will po re ^

i n t hr f ut ur e , i t w1
.
11 b e i mpo  ^i b l e t o   i n t a i n i ndu   t r i a l pr od ac t i on

a nd t o t r an     or t e     ent i a l   u pl i e   f or mod er n cor :b a t f or ce   a r.
d t h e zone

of i n t er i or onc e a i r Qupr e  s cy ha   b een l o  t .  rpe a r e c onf r ont ed wi t h a

 imilar tz rning point in the development of warfare aa that which occurred

   ur i n  t h e t r an   i t i on f r on t :  e kn i ght     ar mi e   t o t r e f or ma t i on of i nf ant r y .

Germany ^hould rot be retarded in making thi  tr• n ition. If any othsr cotintry

overta ec u , we che_
11 enter a neriod of t _treme vulnerability curing which

 

all the gain^ ac iieved by the  ictoriou  conclu ion oi thi  war would be

jeo  ardized. That the air arm would become ab olutely  redomi.nan
t over the

ot her a ?    of t h e   er Li c e wa   any?  ow i n ev i t ab l e . '  h i   e  ol u t i on , h oweti e r ,

ba  been accelerated ':y the ^tart of the tremendau  air armament erfort

, of the Lnited  tate . All thi  3^ vali:? no natter how the prenent war wi11

 
c ont i nue . I f one i   of t  ie op i ni on t h a t t h e J n i t ed  `t a t e ^ wi l l ent er t he

war , be it by direct intervention or by indirectly giving Great Britain f 
,i
ll

  u por t , t h e i   ned i Lt e   t r enE t h en i
.ng of t h e Ger ma n a   .r a r me.ment i -- anyhow

inevite.
ble. There cannot be the  lighte t doubt that the linited  ta.

te 

wantc to rearm; there i 
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no rea on why that country Ghould not be able 1o carry out it  rearmement

  at all or not accor .
ing to planning  che!'ulea. The United  tate  ha 

demon trated during World War I and on other occa -ion  the t the organizational

capability of it4 indu trie  and the youthful energy of ito people enable

that country to perform  eeming],y impo  ible ta k .

II.

The productivity of the German air armament mu t at lea.c
t be ac large

a  that of the United Gtate . treGiaent Roo evelt want  t© build up an

a r my a i r f ar ce of   O, OOG a i r cr a f t and pl an   f or an i n i t i a l nr odu c t i on of 

3,000 nlaner per m©nth. The e figure  are not utopian, in fact they will

prob€.
o1
4y

be exceeded. cince we have to count on nore than one opponent,

we  hall have to produce rathsr more than fewer  aircraft than the United

 tate .

The proportionr of thi  air armament sffort in conjtim ction with

- technical develo ent4  uch a  t      _Pm , he ab olute nece ity of armor plating

.
initially at lea t the vital part  of aircraft with all the concequencee

thi  implie , the canrtruction of  trato pheric aircrsft, of fighter  and of

twin-engine plsne  flying at  onic rpeed and beyond a   aell a4 of long-

range ajr craft, etc., will require very dra tic mea ure . A  hift in

production will be nece  ary on a large  cale, for outc ated equi}  ent

will be replaced by new item,a all along the line, and the induQtrial

capabilitieQ muot be adju ted .
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accord ngly.
`

k c
.e

t a i l ed de ^cr i r t i orl of t he mea   ur e ^ t ha t   ;ou l c hav e t o be adont ed

woul d ex ce e3 t he   c o  e of -t r i   rt udy , but   ome of t he r al i en  . f eat ur e  

will bF:mentioned.

To be gi n wi t h , one mu -t et il .ar ge t he raw mat er i al c2.r;a c i t y . The pr oduct i on

cf the nece cary quPntitie  of  teel uill probably involve relati ely

mi r.or d i f f i cul t i e   . '!,hi   i   not   o wi t h r egar d t o al l oy   .

E   u a l l y d i f f i cu l t woul ci be t a make t he nece     ar y qua.nt i t i e G of

duralumirii  um znd electrcn a ailable. Their r,rocurem it i  complicated by
  •

,the hign con uIDption of electric current requjred for their production.

The ex per i .ment c of maki ng   t ee l l i
.g

ht er by t ne a i d i - .i an of l i ght a 11oy 4

without impGiring it  tenn ,
le t̂rength will be continued.

The ma,
in bottleneck  in the production :'ield ^re in the machine tool

inc u try and in the 3rc-  forge . There are not  ufficient drop forge , their

 S  machir ec are inadequate, and heir ner: ormance
/'
un^ati iactory . To achieve

a   d.
t i   £a ct or    per f ormance ^t anc ard , t he cir or f or ge   mu   t be i     ued addi t j onal

mac hi ne t ool   . 1
.r1

t h3  nGnne r t wo bot t l ene ck   r ea -  l v f or ;n onl y a   i ng l e one

ex ''re     ed i n t err    of t i me f a ct or   : t he new or i. npr ov ed dr or f or   e   cannot

begin to operate
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until the nece  ar3 mach3.ne
tool  are delivered to them. The aame i  true

of the  ubcontractora in their relationehiv to the indu trie4 producing

' machine  f©r the  , cuoh aa the producer  of w3re-cutting pre  eQ,   trution

pre  ea, rolling mill , etc.

The que Qt i on of   ki l l ed t ecr  i ci ane i   nat ur al l y of ape ci al   m.port ance 

both for rlanning peacetime production and for  etting aQide the technician 

needed f®r the production effort in a future war. In thi  connection,

r ef erence i   made t o t he   t udy of 11 Je.nuary 1939 acldre     ed t o Rei ch

 /  
 

., `" I  
M

 r ehal G®er i ng . I t i Q 
i nevi t abl e , but at t he eame t i me gui t e f eaei bl e ,

 
- -

that the Army will Qoan releaQe s aorre porriing number of  $illed.technician4.

Probably one will have to make plan  for hou ing the e worker  -- at lest t

the high y qualified OIIB  -- near their Qite of employment together with

their familiea inrt
I 

o  . , ead of m.aki ng . er ve a, draf t ee a, 83  epar.a
t i ng t hemA

f̀rom thair familie  for many yeare, ard billeting them in camp .

• N or ecwer , t he pr oduct i on pl ant   of t he ai r cr a.f t i ndu   t r y wi 11 have

to be enlarged con iderably, in.=-  ome inctanceQ up te three timea. Thi 

will.haqe the corre nonding repercu  ion  on the entire con tructies

indu try (Iron, cement, lwnber, and Qariou  other a  imilated indurtriea.
)

Finallp, one mu t  olve the fuel problem,
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e     ent i al l y k•i t h r egard t o  -ecur i ng t he l i ne   of c omm uni cat i on t o t he

ail depo it . At the cane time the ex loration of German territorie 

mu t be continued inten ively.

k  a re ult, Germa.x y ha  to overcome extremel3  long preparatory

 tager, al o in the  phere of   production facilitie , before

it can expand it  asr armament. The production ir_creare
in en€inec and

fu elage  can be in only  .
fter the preparatory hurc?lec have been ju ped.

Th e expan -i on of t he arm  .ment pr adu ct i on mu t̂ t her ef or e  -t or t on t he

widect po -̂ ible  cale and range all the way to tr,e raw naterial .
   

I I I .

The Uni t ed   t at e  - ha   t o under g o f ar   hor t er or epar at i on^. 3  E I t  

natural re^ource  are far greater, it hac acce^c to the raw :aaterial 

of t he r e rt of t he wor l d , and t he c£pac i t y of t he 4.mer i c an i nc?u t̂ ry t hat

i   uitable for tran formation to military production probably exceed 

- t hat of i t   German count r n t h +.  '   '    e _ar . k  ,ir t ermor e ,  he Lni t ed t at e na .
t ar t e i

it  rearmarnent nrogram already three month  ago --o that thi  head:  tart

u:ill incred e ite natural advantage -. Ons mu^t 41 o take znto account

that the conrtruction of new Germa.n production facilitie  will be com-

plicated b
,y

the need for  ecuring and carnoufla ing the e plant  e ten ively

t o   af e g uard t hem agai n --t a i r at t ack r , a
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.
f «c t ar t he Uni t ed  't at e M r oe   n _:t h=.v e t o con   i der f or t he t ilne be3ng .

I n Ger:nanv r_r acLct  
_on f nc i l i t i e   , where t   r t i c u1

_ :r
l y i mpor t ai?t   c?r c e

i t ela  : r e ce i r g :na nuf   c t i:;r ed , ar e E  pe c i   .
l l      a_  e   uar ded b  con  t ruct i ng ,

f or i n  t e.nce , under gr ound pl   nt -- . Ir: r  n T i n  -t a:.c e  •     ouct i on ha c t o be

de c e ra ra l i zed , al t hou  h c ent r al i z  .
t i on :• oul d t e more r at i anal .   pe c i al

c on   i der at i orl ruu   t be . i   en t o   ect r i n , t he r out ,e   of t r an   nor t at i on

c e t ween t he i n  i     ?u4 1 -  . •oduct i on cen i;er ^.

a
r or t hi c r ea   on t he   t G.r

t of   f  r i 'ner bu i l dup of t he s i r a.rmenent

e f f or t i   : ar t i c}.z1.  .r
l y ur- ent .      en i f we   t Gr t i r    e  .

i at e l 3%, t ? er e car. be

_
. ,. .  ,l z   t l e  '.ouot t hat f cr  :_u i t e   .

l cn  t i   ie  ne ur  i t ec   't at e   a i r arna.  nent

  :i l l r emai n   upe r   cT t o ou3•  .

IV .

l h e n e c e     e._?-̀ v ' 1?'OCll Ct 7 0 Tl c un   c s t „r  ,  ; 1 1   e r. e a c he c  o :  l     i f t   e mzn u-

con erted
f   .e

t ur -i ng proce     e   , e --p :c i  :1 1y t : o  -e of ~odu.c
i n T f u el   .  e  -, ar e 

 

•
  t o nia   - rr cdu ct i on and i f t he cr af t   mynl .i ke    r oc ec

.ur e   ar e dr onped .

r h i   wouh- . a= •o r e r̂1 t in a r educt i on of   .  i l l ed t e c?  r.i c i
   n  needed r er uni t

rr oriLCed ,    u i t c    ,,r.Gr t i r o  t r e   i r .u
l t ane ou ^ dr op i n co   t - .   uch ma     pr o-

initidl and

 zuct i on met yiod   ar e or po  -ed by peopl e who ar aue t r   t t he   c onv er  •i on   

 -ub   e quent cha.r ge  

  cau   e t o o muc:  c e   y   o t hat one car.not r r oduce t :  e uo   t
:

r e c ent ai r cr  :f t   r t  :     -:  nr er ; t he ,    r e f er t o i1  . re f ewer a ?r cr Gf t of t he

r o -t r   •cent mcde l r at her t r an
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 everal time  a  many of the preceding type. Thi  objection 3r not valid.

If e model i  de igned for ma Q proc uction from the out et and planned

accordingly -- 7hi  doe  not exclude that the tect model  continue to

a manufacturing
b e bu i l t a cc or d i ng t o cr a f t   rnanl i k e pr oc e     e   - - and i f 3  [  S1®E   

plant i  available, which i  pronerly equipr ed for thi  ty; e of production

(In tallation of  heet molding and  taiaping m .c
hine , conveyor tielt , etc.

)
,

the time le,g
between the end.o

f te t run  and the  tart of deliverie 

need be no longer thzn hithErto. The deliverie , however, kTould be

incomparably larger. •

•

Th e con   t r u c t i on of anpr opr i a t e t l   .n t f a c3
.
l i t i e   i r par t of t h e

3ndu trial prepa.ra
tory  tege.

V.

The entire ta  k   i  of extraordinary dimen -ion  that permeate

a]1   pher e   of t he war econon  r. I t   exercut i on i   po    i bl e onl y i f ai r

•
armament i  given ab olute priority in the field of indu trial production.

murt be granted and
For thi  purpo e plenipotentiary powerQ 

  placed above

t he r u t hor i t y of a r.y i ndi v i du a l r e   p on a i bl e f or a   i ng l e   pher e of a c t i v i t i e   .

k far-reaching plan with careful exploratory preparation - will be a pre~

requi ite for thi  new exnan ion. The  ize of the ta k and the campetition

.-,
with the United  'tate  will make it compul   ry to ctart  mmediateltip

a l on g t h e f ul l l eng t h of t h e
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pr odu c t i on f r ont . r
  i me l i n e  -  , c on r  I e t ene   c , a r_

d  -peQl wi t h whi ch t h i  

t a   k i   u r  e r t ak en may d e c i d e ou  r fl
.it ur e .

The aut i or of t h i     men or an 7um - - F .  I .  ' i ebe l - - wh o wa   2 f or mer

Wor l d "ula r I p i l ot and a i r cr af t marl   f a c t ur e r , r:ad c l ea r l y r e c o  zed t r e

of

  i  ;n i f i c an ce of t h e a zr f or ce and
 

t h e i ndu   t r i a l c a ;  i t   r equ i r e a t o Ua ck

i t u p . ?n cont r a   t t o t h e pol i t i c s l zn ?  -  i .
l i t ar y l e ad er   , h e kn ew how

i mp or t s nt t h e a i r f er ce wa   f or t l̂ je e   rent u a l i c   u e of t h e wa r . '?hi   memo-

r andum al   o i n  i ca t e Q t h a t Ger man i nd u - t r i e.
l i   t c wer e we l l i i  f or med on

• wha t wa   h      eni n g i n t n e Un i t ed  't 2 t a   a   we ll a   on t h e ar   ment p ot ent i a l

of that col;.n
try. There i  no rea on to a  -ume that the agencie  re pon ible

f or t h e p ol i t i ca l   .  :d  ni l i t   f d e ci   i on - wer e not equ a l l y wel l i nf or n ed .

I f Hi t l er e.  t he ^ol e l y r e  -pon   i b l e c i c t a t or d i c not dr uW t he r e   Fec t i y e

c orlc l u ^l orl  f r or    u ch i nf or n a t i cn , t iii c may De ex . l a i n ed
.

b3r h3
.C av er   i on

to having hi  preconceived plan  thwarteci by   i agreeable ^tateraentc
•

concerning po - ible out ide interference. TLe fate of thi  menorandum nhow 

   i   wa   of t hi r  ;.
i ng   .nd how h e   k i pp ed ov er r e a l i t i e   t h a t wer e un pl ea - an t

t o hi n . I n t h e aut u  -an of 1Q  .0
t h e me.-  or andum wa  -  -ubn i t t ed t o Hi t l er ,

Goer i n g , t :  e Ch i ef of t h e Lu f t wa.f f e Gen er s l   t a f f J e   ch onnek , dnd t h e

Ch oef of t he i,uf t wa ='f e Ope r a t i on ^   t a f f , Ger_er a   v on Wa l d au . The ? ;i n i r t e r

of br mament F'r odu c t z
.on , Dr . Todt , c ;ho w8. 

t h en c on   i de=ed v er y hi g?ll ry
by Hi t l e r ,

f l ew wi t  i t h e memor a.nu um f r cm   i eb e l t ©   i t l er .  Ii c i n t en t i on wa   t o

 trongly endor e the theory that the war would be decided by  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

 
  C n _

t   "; F -  .
1 7 '       T C =' .

  1a 7   I1`    F1i ^ C' _  l l ` E "   ' i1 C8
_
. 1

.
` ..

l t r t : r.  
      l f  C.

2
.   0 r ;, -   i  i

_
f

, " , . _ _ e en t   e _

  T t_1 r   O: Ce r'   ' l i ;a  r _=i   _̀ I ' GCU_i G;1E .
a

•'
u El":F?T ; .

  h r. E_?    Oh  1 t' _  ̀   'i 0 i:1  i e r   '.'-1C
.

i   v E::r   n i c e
••t  .t e:  : ".:i 1 i 1    3C        -~'  yt      .̂ „een r.r i t ; F n . f:r e  --      ;: a  J '  e.T .. .

T
.

'f . C.
t t }i e

•
' 6 I- t 1 E  8 i1   Z' e r   _ '?t

° U    t 1
  i c :   8 j Ll , t

.
 

 OZZt ti : Qr '
.

t i? F W  T' C   I' B t:U
.

ttJ

: : Z t i   'r 1 ^ `    
.
l   : i ^

t r _   V C T'
_

Y ' i I;  I t  r. - 1
,l'r : e _   ,ila   t 'r_e : ;en o_ -:r.   -  .-;1 ..o

t  
. .

i i   c  .^  e    :•i t }1

55
,

c't   ier -:Er   or. ^ Jr :,   v en <;:-I  ;:ub  i c i t  ;,-.

:io tiron: Fr •t ; ; Tr _    c:'u :  ,EI:   r s r,' r t   r r  z,:  .ed c o, r ^e i n ti i ek• o: '   u c l  
•

  n: i _     . 
t :,, .:u  - t e  ;:  e r c -    owur   ^e   -    e ce   t i otl _t i  r!l ,   I c   '̀ '

_ . _
i_ 1.

f
.n B [ZF T"lir

t;x c.='!': L E r' ivi
..

"   
v Ei 1p`t   i  i2 i ' e t 0 = ', '1

' Or I:: :' 1 'l ! Gr O?i t ±:e a I1 e L',;y' C   :   '  _
  1   i

,
i e ^ ? ?Z 

i . ;  . ,-  j L - :   ro on 'r_i   o . n   i t u ..
t ; an . _ie J i  c e l i e %e a u r.L  .   ca e i r:f ox•-°.: -a   on  ti •or - .

`Ii :   Y'   i i C=  r :     
l f ^ t i C  "1 1 T1-  0 2':   a t

.
=
.0 I1 r  1 C  `

_
1 = l : i = t

  r!  :,0
I1 1 ^ ')c .

    ° r ?1 OI  ':•
 "_  '" ' n

_  
•

l   s

  nr .
i f  -,e :   d ,.

l r    :  '  % r  c  u 1j s i   rn3nc  on i,he        i_   _,° ot he r ^o,a.r ce   of

_n:'c.•":_ t i on . r.r. tui e   u i vo c. l    :     rsen t    ol i c;T t  .  et w  :.    ;e   r ed  to  ,ne ene:  

 
_.i F Cr t 'ri   ^ i:Ii C18 : ' ^'.ZG!1 C]

.r C1iI:1- l .ct11CQ•- ?1Ct ' •    r'  i  1 f,' '- 1 :?Ce :
.
t i W      _1i t

 
  F'r c:.

  OIl e 

•  •;il o c  e t e r -:.-̀_ n e d t i: e     c: 1 i c   %.

t:   1` t e   . 
   =  .

? ,   t   . t _i -, e  ,.   er_ t i1F "  ; t,   r T, e   •:   .d r:1 r  r ent er ed
. :1 : N:} >; t r-•  . . .

w: en
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arma.men
t capacity. General d.F1.a.D .

(Lt.Gen.,  et.
} Kar  huber rnade the

56
f ol l owi ng v er ba.

l   t a t eme nt on t hi c   ub j e ct on 15 Mar ch 19 56 :

"In June 1943 I reque ted hitler to triple the  -trength of the

fighter aircraft that were to defend the Reich territory. In  o doing,

I mentioned Allied production figure  taken from a handbook ir ued b r

the Armed Forcec High Gomma.n
d. Hitler call ed Field NSar hal Beitel and

aRked him fram what  ource the e crazy fi gure  had been extracted . Keitel

replied tnat the Counterintelligence had provided them .  Fitler $ 

then caid ths.
t he knew what quantitie  of  teel, machine^, etc.,  uch

 

an a rmament ef f or t woul d i nv ol v e . i he r ed b ook i    -u ed b t he fir med For ce  Y

High Comm and; which contained thi  information, wa  to be  uppre  êd

i   ed i a t e l y . "

 
"Turning tc  General Kammhuber Hitler continued : "If the figvre  were

correct, I would have to  top the offen ive in Ru4aia right now (Thi  waa

• the German 4peration ZITAnELLE) and 4witch everything to air defen e. But

.
t he f i gu r e n ar e wr on g . r ow, I mu   t d e f e s t Ru     i a . On ce I hav e d ef e a t ed

the  cviet Union, you can get all you want for defending the Reich. But

t h en y ou wi i l no t n eed an y t h i n g a n,y mor e . "

A p   y chi a t r i gt mi ght dr aw   ame i n t e r e ct i ng i n f e r e n ce e f r   a H.i t l er    

.,
categarical a  ertion that the of icially compiled information regar.

ding

American and other tillied production canacitie  wa  k•rong. The fact re: ain4

t h a t f or Ger many     f a t e

56

. Gener a l Y.am. r huber , who now   er ve  a   In   pect or of t he Ai r For ce  of t he
Bunde wehr with the rank.o

f lieutenant genera.
I, wac Com:nander of the

Home Defen e Flight Unit  in 194.3•
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_on =  e_ cs e c , s:i  i ch

c ,  n t _nu eti ti o  !av e   c c e     t o t h e   e ne   r  n   ' i   t   r ougl? neu t r a l cou nt r i e r ,
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 't ^t c     y  _i r i 'c r ce . L       ona   e r
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i d ll ot r   o•. .u ce •  n   r e --t 1 t   . h t t empt  
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r.  u t r r.?_ c cu nr r   e   wer e ] i t,-ti t F d t    i  -o1=t ed i n   t a r,c e   a nd nr ov ed i n -

- ef 1e ct i v e be c   u   e   .
Z  to   t    l l G  er t   wer e r e i aec: hy t he   mer i c   n   u t hor i t i e   .

  'h e r Gd i o : n t e r ce r t •-t : .
t i on  - , e  '    . .; l i   r ed t o kee r.:

t r a ck or t r e e.
i r c r a.

f t

t r   .n   f er r ec t o Lur c r_ Q cv er   i r_ce t he  r ;.r   t  .r t ed ,    r ov i d ed co  pl e t e da t  

on   .
11 f l i

.E
h t    :.cr c   ^ t he ht l   n t i c   .l on   b ot h   i r c r Fsr   t r an   f Er r ou t e  - .

   j l t I ! z ' e 6 a r   '',:O '  r l   o n   r   n t e r r 0     a  
_
o n 1 t  "i 2

_  '
c

.
  1 ' e c   '   i 'DF E I1 i : ? 2  t i 0 ?'̀ e C? t   '1P 

 

• t ne ;:-r i   un er     de dur•  n    t h e   i r   t mant  n   :=,i t er t he  :r r i v  .
1 of   mer i can

n.ai i t   un t h c Eur o  ;e r.n cont i n en t   ,e r e ve_  ,r  • i l l Zn    t o   ik e f r ee  -t a t e  ent   ,

ou t t h ,  t ^uL^e au en t i y Y •  - oner   b Ac a   e i n cr e   . 
i r r i y r el u ct }nt t c d e   o .

I: ev er   h el e c   , E  -en :' is 3r     t h e I o - t ;,-e =: °  of t i -   •r  r y1  e i n t e r r o  a   i or_ of

-  r i   o; e r   r e:n;:.
  n 6d or:F• of t r e mo , t i :u  o l      i: t ._ ur ce   uI' i n .

f or r  a t i on

c or,c e r r<i r.  t ne i;ni t e '   ' t   .
t e      i r i o  •ce r. z
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IX. The Cro   Channel Inva ion in 19 

.4

lv'o  pecial intelli ence effort wac needed to ectablich that an inva  on

.

of the European continent waR nlanned by the  llie4 -- by 191,  at the late t

thir wa  an open  ecret. The ta k with which all f 
.
ld  of inteiligence

collection were confronted wa  -- when, where, and in what  trength the '
,

invader4 intended to land.

n v e
  e  IFor obm ou rea on , the cavert znte  .l ezce collection wa particular],y

intere ted in obtainin  the an wer  to the e queetionR. The contact 

comrm ni cat ed
e ct ab l i   h ed f or t hi   F ur p ode   3Qi 

,, mRi n l y v i a n eu t r a l c ou nt r i e   ; bu t

 

attsm t  were a1 o made to airl.an
d a ent  or. the IIriti h I le  in orderP g

,
to obtain inGight int© the event  ac co   the Channel. BecauQe of the

difficultie  that had to be overcome   nd becau e of natural enemy effort 

at recrecy and conceE.
lment, the information con i ted only of bit  and

  p i e ce  - wh i ch - - ev en a f t e r t b
.ey had be en pu t t oge t h er - - gav e onl y a

  blurred picture of the  ituation. Thi  i  all the more comprehenci'ole,

  i n c e man ry
f a l   e r e??or t o - - ma i n l

,y
f r om agent a who wor k ed f or bo t h   i d e   - -

had to be taken into account. One mu t  tate in thi  connection that covert

intelligence did not  ucceed in obtaining important information concerning

the time and place ,of the  111ied landing  on the Eu Mopean continent,
.

Gther intelli gence media therefore had to be employed to  upplement
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the Qcanty report  from a.gent . Firat , there wa  the interrogation of

 r_
i:o; . There again, the rerult  were po©r. The diQcipline ob erved

by the Ang  -American crew  in making rt,atementc har already been mentioned.

N' ore w er , t hey wer e natur al l y cvmpl et el y i gnorant of   uch TOP .SECR,  ,'  mat t er Q 

to which they had no accec . They, too, could provide only minute bit, 

and piece . .

Aerial reconnaiR anc® wao more productive. Ehoto interpretati®n
.

produced information on reinforcementr at air ba ec, the conatructi©n

of new s i r f i e l d  , and t he Qh 
.pni ng a   wel l a   l andi ng cr af t f ound at por t Q.

 

. In t he cour   e of t i me , part i cul .ar ].y i n   pr i ng 191.  ,, e cert ai n amount of

progree4 in the preparat3ono far an inva ion wac observed in that manner.

But aeri a l r econnai     ance wa  equaLl.y un   ui t abl e f or obt ai ni ng i nf ormat i on
the

onnti, e and place of  uch an inva iog. Inten ified preparation  in w uth

and  outhea t England gave certain cueg that the landingG of the bulk

  of t he f or ce   woul d t ake pl ace   c  ewher e s l.ong t he coart ©f nort her n

France. The almoQt ino penetrable fighter  creen &bove England complicated

air recannai  ance mi  idn -to ouch a degree that re ultc were obtained

only accidentall;y. Thu , no information could be gathered a  to qo  ible

 econdary la adingQ, f®r in tance in Norway, Denmark or perhap  along the -

Gertaan Nart h   ea co8  t .
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Radio intercept  praviced important in_
for a.

tion,  Prt cularly concerz ing

tr
.e organizational  tructure, ctrer gth,   .n

d di nocition of force . The

well-integrated intc rce t  ervice that by then nad been iunctioning

op  o  i t e t ile :  r j t i   h I   l e r f r o©   t a t i on   i n Fr an ce , Be ]
..g i um, t r e I e t hor l and   ,

n or t hwe  -t er n Ger man y , De nmar k , and T or k a j- r on i
_
t or ed ev er y   e   Rage and ev e r y

t ha t
  i gna.

l
n r e.

di o   op er a t i n g 7n t h e   r i t i   'r_
I   l e   t r an    ni t t od . Rad i v oper a t or  

.

and cr ypt ogr s ph er   wer e we   l a c :  ua i r t ed wl t h t h e i r t a   k s Fznd wer e ab l e t o

L 6 d et ec t t he   l i ght e  -t chang e i n t h e r ad i o c oc.  u n i ca t i on  

oper tion . Change  of frequency or code  introduced by the enen:y - re^ented
 

ao obCtacle  ince tr ey were uncovered und  olved without delzy. It we. 
there-

f or e ,r.r
i mar i l y t o t l- e cr edi t of t h e i nt er ce pt   e r v i c e t r a t a l r e sc  . 

i n w r i n g

lyL4 -- lonb before the  tart of the inva : on -- exact information an the

organizational  tructure,  trength, and di po ition of the inva ion force 

wa  available. Yowever, the no -t crucial information concerning the   point:• 

point  whEee 
or     tse landing  would ta.

ke place, that i  to  ay the data that

wer e of ,
 

t he gr ea t e   t i n t er e   t f or pr e ; a r i ug   h e d e f en  e , wer e not nade

available in time i y the radio intercept  ervice. Onl,y  hortly before the

 tart of the invacion did the radio interce t  ervlCe obtsin t  e firct

indicationc in tri  field; they were rejected a  improbable. The former

  h i ef of t he We   t e r n   ec t i on o.
f
.

t he I n t e l l i g  nc e Di v i   i on , Zuf t wa f f e Hi gh

Co  una nd , Ouer ct a .D .
(Col . Re t .

) Ki en i t z , mad e t he f oLl o-vri ng   t a t ement on

5?
thi   ubject:

" c Cbief of the We tern eection I witnec ed in 19L1+ that

; k c c or d i ng t o a v er 'oa l   t a t ement ma de t v r r of e     or t`u ch enwi r t h on3 Apr i l 1956 (Kar l cr •u h e Col l ec t i on .
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an important intercept made by mp monitoring per onnel waQ ignored. I

had entabli -hed that north of the I le of Wight there were two enemy

group  emnnected by radio comnnu icat on , each having it  own radio network.

rince I l  ew that the American  linked their ground forcea  to the tactical

air force, I identified theQe groupe a  the fvrce  a  embled for the

inva fen. I tran mitted the interpretation of thi  informati®n, name y

that oae Chould not count on an invacion of the Channel c®8at, biat rather

©f t he coa  t al area whi ch ws a event ual l y   el ect ed by t he en  f or t hei r

landing . I addre  ed the corre ponding teletype medaege t i the weQtern
 

 
Intelligence Bra.nch of the Army. They replied that   interpretation wa4

wrong. The area I had aec  ed 8a potential invaQion Pector did net have

Quf f i ci ent harbor i nat al l at i on  f or l andi xig   t r ong f or ce G. The record4

. concerning thi  matter Kere trancmitted to Section Rheden; they mu t  till

be aIDOng t he paper   of t   .t a,gency . "

- Thi  •   t s t ement   how  t h.at t he G 'erman cupreme Caa nand had formed ite

ovn opi ni ®n on t he probabl e l oeat i on of t he 3.mpendi ng i nvaei on . For l ack

of other information, the mi].
itary leaderr had baGed their preconceived.no

ti.na

on nava l warf ar e and gene r al   t af f t heor i e e . They f ai l ed t o t  ake i n t o c oa-

aideration -- partly becau e vf their ignorance -- that the ene qy might be

Go flexible and might have Gufficient meana to overcome
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difficultie  that Gppenred i
.n upera

ble to the German General Rtaff and

that they migbt land prec  ely at the point where they were not expected

to do co. Ober t a.D.
(Cal., Ret.

) Gott chling make  the following intere ting

' S8

 tatemsnt on thi   ubject:

"Inva ion 1944. un thi  Qubject Luftwaffe intercent  ourced report

that the time and place of the inva ion were reco  ized in w .c
n jo©d tim e

tha.
t the Intercept Regimer.t We t and individual offjcer  were given  pecial

c am_me ndat i on   . T'

"I n a at uc? r pub l i   ?  ed i n t he Weh.rwi   Ren   chaf t l : ch  Rund  chau i n 19 53

  ,  entitled Die deut che Luftwaff  waers en  der Ir.va-ion 1914 (ThQ  ernan

Ai r For ce du_r i ng t he Inv a   i on 15  1  ) t h e f oi l cwi n g i nf ormat i on wa   pr ov i ded

c e r.c er r_
i ng t he i mmi nence of t he i nv a r i on :

the Pvenin o 9 -
"On 2  .l

n e cer t ai n i ndi ca   i
.or_   poi nt ed t ow  t h e i mmi nent   t ar t ©f

.

a maj or oper at i on .   r au nd 2 100 t he en    ny r a:  i o br oadc a   t   a.
bot e ge i n   t ruct i on 

  to the parti an unita in France, the execution of which wa  to take place

wi t h3n 21 . or La.
  hour   . Towar i 2200 weat her r e connez r   anc e a i r cr a.

f t of t he

Anerican heavy bombardment unit  tran  .
itted weather reTort . Fron 2300

onwartl weat her re   or t   wer s t r an   m,i t t ed f or t % e Uni t e d   t at e 4 t act i cal

air.
force unit , l oward 23  0 tne ?ntercept cer ice monitored radio mec ageQ

i nc i cat i ng t he t r ax!  f er of Br i t i  -h c l o   e -   u- port f l y i
.ng vn i t   i

.n
t o t he

  ou t - 6rn ar ea .   hort l y bef or e  ci dni
.g

ht t he London r adi o br oadca   t t hat t he

inva ion would begin within the

5g  
De r deut   che ' ' or chdi en   t be i der Inv a   i on  J un i 1   - "(The Ge r_nan
Radi o 7nt er cept   e rv i ce dur i ng t i d Inv a   i on i n June I 91:1  )

, b rtr ac t 4 f r om
 tudy in the I arl ruhe Collection.59 Apparently a typographical T i.

a 3ke. Chould probably read   June.
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- -
a report on the execut.ion of th - inva ion in one in tance (I,  p elf, have

read the reference in a teletype me  age of the Armed Force  High Con nand,

  ien I wa  in London). De pite  awe attempt  e  decentiom by parachuting

(  : elrewhere (?})
dummi e   , t he ei r bor ne l anc?i ng   and parachut e j  amp  on t he Cot ent i n Peni n  ul a

wer e vex  r qui ck7,y not i ced; but at f i r   t no maj or l andi ngc were expect ed

becau e:

a . The weat her cond  t i one wer e di ct i nct l,y unf avor sbl e f or ai r and

naval operation :

b. Naval exnert  con idered the tide a  unfavorable for aeaborne
 

.landing ; and

c.The Armed Force ,a
Fiigh C   and had -- in contra t to the Navy -

alwap  a  umed that the inva ion wouLd tzke place in the Dunkerque-

Calaia- Dieppe area.r'

"For the e rea onc, preciou  ti
_me wa  lo t. E ren after the invaQion

  force  had made fu11- cale landing  in the  eine Bay and the operatioa

wa   i n f v11 Gwi r:g , t h e   ipr eme Cc   and coul d not   ee
 

i t   wa,y
t o mov i ng t he

major ground force   tationed in the above-mentioned Dw ikerque-Ca1siQ area

t owa r d t he Se i ne . E  ren a t t hat t i me , t he mai or l and i r  c pr oper wer e at i l l

expected in the Channel-coa t area mentioned above. The time thue lo t

 

could n$ver agein be compen ated becauce the enemy air  uperiority that nox

became fully effective made movement  of najor ground forcer extremely

d i f f i cul t . "
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I f t he 3n t er c ep t a ch i Fv ement   ar e  7i v en   n e c i   .
l emph    i   i n t hi     t ud3  

a n  i t r   t wi t :  :'u l l   u   t i " i c -.
t i on , c n e ma   t ;  e?l=i or: t. 

f t e r a ll t  za t t hi  

c o  ? ec t i on n ed i u n    c   no t c c   ab l e of e r t = b?     n   n  ; t   e t rme ar d pl ae e of

t h e in va --i on i n   u ch an i r r e f  ̀ t ab l e end t ' .  e = rna s n er t  i- .
t woul d hav e pe r -

:  i t t  ed t o e onc ent r a t e r e.
j or   r ound f or c e   f or t •ne d ef en   e of t h e a c t u a l

i nv  ̂   i on f r ont . Thi   :aoul d hav e r equ i r ed - t r i c t coor d i n c.
t i on oz" a l ?

total
i nt e l l

.
i

_
F.eYice col l e c t i or. r;   ?j

.a   .r. 
d a   c on c en t r a t i on of e f f or t t ownr d t he

a cn i ev en:ent of t i  i   on e     n   l e : ur no Ce .

I f t r e i   r or t  :n t me     ag e   ar.
d ob   er v a t i o      of t h e r   d i o i nt er c e   t

 

a Rerlc i c c c  •ar i n   t h e n i h t of - b '   ' -   ' •_ _    5   t. ne 1 , 41     er e n ot l rrmied i a t e l y ut i l l z ed

b  t he Ger n an f   s l d ccm i; nd cr   , t ni   wou l d r  r ob ab l y h    ce t o be a t t r i bu t ed

t o t   e or   ar_
i zGt i ona l   e r- r   .

t en e   ^   •ecul i  :r t    t   e r ad i o   n t e r ce ,r,
t   er -  i ce ,

r a r t ?c tzl a r l y w  t h 
_n

t n e Lui"t wa f f e . Tz e r  a i n r e   .  on f or t r:i   c ef : c i en c  ,

h owev er , k a   t :na t t he %  k e;  rri l i t :  z f :.: er   onne l and Een er a l   t e f f

_ oz i i ce r   oi t ::e   te  s ma cr.t
(H*-ned   or c e   )   n ew t ` o l i t t l e aLou t t he car ab i l i t i e  

of t .1i   t ec  in i c  .l  =. -ened Rnd d i d not 'ri  .v E   u f r i c ? en t  c on f i   enc e i n t h e

r e   i   b i l ; t v e f t h i     ou r c e of i nf or r a t i on . i h ey k er e not   ti ' Fi c i ent  
•v

i ndo c i:r i n t.
t ed i r t h e u t i l i z a i or oi t l_3     n nor     -,r_t   ed ?u:  of i nt e =l i  •en ce

c ,;l l ec t i on and t  _ ey d s d r.oti u nder   t a r d t he n e     a   e   i t c  .;nv e  ed .   i   n i f i c     t

  or t n i     t a t e of a 1'i a i r   i   t he f a c t t na t Gen . Lt r. . (P•Ia j .C en . , now I t . Gen .
)

 peidel doe  r_c
t mention one wor 1 about the im ort2nt function of the radio

i n t e r c ep t   e r v i ce i n   r ov   d i n€ t r e l i mir  a r     i n t e l l i gen ce and t r a c i n  t h e
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diplomatic foreign  ervice of Germany -- in contract to   it  counter-

part  in many other countrie  -- had no covert intelligence funetion . By

t r ac  7t i on , i t wa c n ot r e l a t ed tro any e   i  i ona ge   e l v i ce or f or e i gn agent   .

The German foreign  e ~vice wa  re trictec? to the traditionally aroner method 

of c ol l ect i ng i nf orna t 3on t hr ough di r l omat i c ch a?Ln e l   . IJat ur al l y , t he

government  to which the dinlomat  were aceredited eould eacily control

t he f l ow of   uch i n f orma t i on. The f or e i   n aerv i ce ffi co l l e ct ed no mi l i t ar y

infarmation, let alone target infarmation for a potential commitm®nt of e.
ir

f or c e uni t   . Tb e di pl on  t   woul d hav e r e fti t  ed cat egor i c all y t o have ar 

  r
dealing  in  uch touch   a  tter . after 1933 thi  oriantation remained b a ically

unchanged. It ha  alread  been pentioned in thi   tudy that the military

 
attache  appoi.n

ted after 19
,
 
3 (Tr.:  ??) hsd no intelligence collecting

function  which could be carried out colely under cover. Wherever there

were  
uppo ed to have been ar y deviation , the e occurred unon the indivic?ual 

  own 3
.x
i t i a

.t i v e or upon r eoue   t of   ubordi nat e    genc i e   .

The only agency th3  e L concerned wit'_n cullecting recret military

i nt e l l i gence dur i ng t hc  y ear c af t e r Wor l d We.r
I unt i l t h e or gani zat i on

  -  u
of the larmed Force  wa  the Counterintelligence 3ranch of the Reich wehr

" (100 , 00    - men Ar n,y
}   z n i   t r y . I t wa   de     gnat ed Count er i nt e ll i gence Er anch

becau e itc primary ft rction actually wa  to protect the  mall Rsich Xehr

di:r i ng i t Q bui l dup ag     .nGt f or e i gn ag ent   and ag ai n   t
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.

nenetration  by communict and other  ubveraive ele,men
t . The .   .

cma11 cum  of money available to thic branch were obviourly innufficient

for obtaining   anything like an adequate idea of the military  ituatios

and of the new development  all over the world. The branch waa therePore

forcibly re tricted to d3r ect it  attention to the mo t vulmerable paintQ

along the Reich border op o ite Po].an
d and Czechoalovakfa.  hortage of itiind4

f or e   t ab l i chi ng an ext en -i v e e   pi orta ge  -er vi ce ev en f or cov er i ng onl q t h i e

f i e l d of ac t i v 3t i e  
limited   led to the idea of obtaining an accurate picture of the^

intention  of the e di quieting neighbor  by  ecret air reconnai4dance  
 

  -      
along a ad beyond their borderQ. Thi  type of collectimg information ha 

'   - -
proved to be the moct reliable and effective meth®d and ha  -- aG nreviourly

m$ntioned -- besn expanded  ub equently alco to other cout trie . Thia activity

can  be carried out on],y by ir fraction of the air  overeignty of the countriea

concerned, but even ao it doeQ not tranQcend the limitatioa  of other

 ecret i.n
telligence activitie . The photo

 
reconnai  ance scitivitie 

 

of the Gpecial  quadron ftowehl produced clear and uneqt ivocal information

which proved valuable during later day  not onl„v againct Poland and Ctieeho loQ

  but al o again -t other countrie . On the ba ia o f practical experience  

one may  +tate that no power can renounce peacetime air reconnai  ance

to  upplsment the
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other intelligence collect on medis. Comprehenrive information on fi ced

military preparation  far war, on the con truction of routeQ of tran portatien,

on tY:e extent cf the i
.n
du trial mobilization, on the in tallation of cupply

facilitieQ, etc., can be provided only by continuour air ©bQervation that

leave  no gapa. Ali the other igtelligence collectiori media w3.
]
.
1
.
ba capsble

of producing only bit  and piecec, but thev will conGtitute precioua

 upplementR to the data obtained from a photograph. The difficultie , which

improvement  in direction finding -- an auXiliarv IDean  of air defen e --

create in carrying out peacetime air reconnai  -ance mf ci©n , mu4t be

_
.

.compen ated for by   aty tematic technical  mprovementg  .n
developing

t he  nodel   of ai rcraf t needed f or t hi e pur poQe , be t hey cr ew-   erved or of

t Yle s-u1  Ci ].e t gpe .

re triction4
The National-^ociali t otate ignored the  o

f the Ver aille 

Treaty al o in the field of intelligence. A  a reQult, concurrently with

- the activstion of the new Armed Forcer the Qecret militar r intelligence

S8rv1Ce WQe drawn up on a large  cale. Thi  ta k wa  accigned to Captain, .

l at er  +dmi ral , Canax i   , aQ has been poi nt ed out previ ou  l
,y . Cansr i Gwa Q

cuited - -
certain],y  pecially ffi   for thi  a  ignment. He had "a  ixth  en e

  devi ing method  for  
f or obt a  ni ng i nf ormat i on; hi   re  our cef ul ne     i n^ arryi ng out new t a  kQ

_ _ . _ 6 
wa   .4 remarkable a  hitl rerolutene   in tran po ing hi  idea  ir tv actieg.n

.
60

Leverkuehn, 3ilanz de  Zweiten WeltkrieaeQ (The Balance  heet of World

War I I )
.

(Tr . : No page ntmaber i ndi cat ed. )
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  i nce e.  par er t l y t he r i   ht per  -on   a  • her e i n t he r i ght pl ace , t he

p as t f a i l ur e of t he   er    a n i nt e    i ge rlce c ol l e cz i on - o   e   t h e qu e¢t i on wh e t h er

t h e or gan i za t i on h ad :; ee r_ a.,c:
  u   t ed t o i t   mi   ni an .   ren t h ou gh one   .u ct

a g.r e e t ha t t he u n i  ' i c az i on of t h e   e cr e t r  l i t as -y i n t e   l i gen c e ef f or t on

a n ar med f or ce   b a   i   wa   r i Eh t , i t mu   t r c  em wr ong i.ha t t h e head of t he

   ,: ,t e t ol er a t ed t h e cr Ea    i on of a numb er of o+h er i n t e l l i g en ce oer v i ce  

i n ac?d i t i on t o t r:i   ce r t r a l   .g enc r .  ,   i
.
d e f r or  t r e i r • r oper t a -•k   , t he   e

i nt e l l i b enc e   e:.  i Ge     h owed a pr ed e l i c t i on f or c ol l ec t i r.g n i l i t   .r y i nt e l l i gen  e

without h2ving teen a  igned a roecial mi  _on in thi  field or vocce  ing

- t h e n e ce   ca ua l i f i ca t i on   or ot h  rr y q er   e r e   ui   i t e   f or t h i   ?  pr _  o ne . Thu   ,

the  taat-• -icherheit -Dien t ( D -- rtate  ecuri+    ervice) built up an

intelligence  ervice in foe ign countrie , w} ich took un  izeable oroportion  . . - -

 
.n   ome i n   t an ce c . The f or e i   •n or gani za t i on of t he A a t i on  .l - r oe i a l i  - t Par t y

a l   o c on ^i d er ed i t one of i t r t a   k   t o d ab,  l s i n col l e c t i n g i n   sl l i genee ---

. Goer i n   f or ,ned t Pe   o- c   .
l l ed Re -•ea r ch Cf f i ce of  i•he L1Lr t waf f e , an or gan i za t i on

t h ut rs4 i rl y   er v ed t o t  on:  t or t h e c o;nr  ni c   .
t i on   wi t h f or e i gn coun t r i e   and

t h e dome   t i c t c l eph orle conver   a t i on   of f ar e i
.Fner   s.nc? " or e i gn d i pl oma t   .

Thi  a.gency
had -- anart f

_ro 
ii  co  er de ignation -- no relation whatroever

wi t h t h e Luf t waf f e . r i n   .
l l y , t h e   or e i   n  •̀; n i   t r  • ua r7e r Ri bb ent r op covl d

n ot de n   i t   e L '
 

t h e yr i v i l ege of e   t ab l i   h i n g i t   own   e cr e t i Ta el l i ge nce

oz•gan i za t i on c  t  •i d e r.i pl orn a.t i c chann s l  -•. Be cau  •e of i t     :zor t ag e of f u nd  -,

however,
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the latter orgst .zation remained in ignificant, but thi  made it no le fi

,
liable to further increace the conf  ion created bp  uch divereificatirnt.

All the e agenciea csrried out their activitie  in one and the  ame field,

and each agency had     bition  to collect al o militar  iafarmation

and to impre   Hitler r ith the profundity of it  knowledge. A  an autocrat,

Hitler waQ inclined toward msking deci ionc that were not ba ed on realietic

examination of available preci e information originating from competent

agenciea. On the contrary, he wanted to eee th e  ituation a  it  uited hi 

, purpo e. For thic reseon, the non  .i.l.itary agencier in particular were

'  "  inclined to encourage thie natural tendency and Ru  it  ituation reporta

.L _t hat Hi t l er pr ef err ed t o l i Rt en t o
   

t
 

r
eal i   tô*   d̀ i c f act   pr e  ent ed by

tha competent rnilitary agencie .

The 1e - on that might be l  ed from thi  i  that it i  detrimental

f or f ormi ng ax  opi ni on on pol i t i cal and mi l i t ary pr obl em,  , i f Qeveral

_ organization  collect intell igence inform8tioa independently of one another

within the  ame ares without clear delineation of reepon ibility. To obtein

a clear picture of the  ituatiom, that i  neither blurred Bor di torted,

be it in peace ar wartime, it iQ necer ary tv make one  iz le ageacy

re pon4ible far the collection effort or at lea t to control the entire

collection by one agency. .
.

But even if there might be differenee  of opinion on the proper m®thodQ
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of intelligence collect3.oa, the need for unified and centralized evaluation

canaot be queationed nor can it be aub ect to di
. cu  

ion af" er the eaperieaoea

of l torld War II.  uite apart from the other organizatione eagaged ig fntelligenQe:

collecti®n, which had their own evaluation ur it,R,  he evaluation of m3litar 

intelligenae wa  not e Qigned to produci.ng agea cy -- the C  terinte113gence

4f f i ce of t he Armed For ce   Hi gh Comanaad --- but wa  t he f unct i on of braxtcheQ

. _ _ _  
that the three °ervice  had  peciall,  e tabli hed for thic purpoQe. Ths

t ra.ncmi   Qi vn of i ncom i ng i nf ormat i on wi t hout eval uat i on and general l y a1.4o

without commenta to tho e "agencie , which were uzurelated to the collect3om

' 
•

-   `
,

of i nf ormat i an, coul d pr oduce aat i   f act ory re rul t a onl y   o l or g aQ t he

reeponrtible per onnel in the general etaffc and ia the counterintelligea ce

Qgencie4 xere operatirg a  ons team. Thio waQ the ca e in peaaetime and

during the firct year  of the var. However, ac cOOII Sa frequent pereonnel

  - ` - 61
change  occurred, thi  carefully tuned in trument got out of tnne."

    The gener a].   t af f of f i cer   aeci gned t o eval uat i on dut i e  i n t  ie r e  peat i 've

branche  of the three  ervice  had not been trained in counterintelligence

or collectioa methodd. ThiE wac particularlp true of the young officer  

r epl acemeat Q. A,  a re eut t , i mc oom: .zig r eport Q f r om ageat   wer e of t en vr ongl y

evaluated. Thic led to wrong evaluation  of the  itust3an by individual

 61 - -
, Leverkue]an, Bi l anz de  Zwei t en Wel tkri esea  The Bal ance  'heet of Worl d

War II ) , P. zo  .

.
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 ervice  and -- even wor e -- to different int,erpretation  of the over-all

 ituation among the  ervice^. l ctually, each  ervice prerared itc own

e tfmate of the  ituation, and the grmed Force  High Command baced it 

d e c i  -i on   on a m.ak e   hi f t ev a l u a t i on by t h e Coun t er i nt e l l i gen ce Gf f i ce .

  i n c e f •ar t h er mor e t he " Co  mand er i n Chi ef of t h e Ar med For c e   " - - Hi t l er - -

had a preference for u ing otner organization , thic led to a terri.
ble

confu ion in forming an opinion on one   own and the anemy  c  ituation.

The le  on that  hould be learned from thi  experience ic une
 
ivocal. 

The evnluation of all intelligence   information  hould be con-
•

 
centrated in one ageney. It muct be a certained that tne incoming information

of all typee i   ubmitted to uniform evaluation procedure   o that no

detail, however unimportant it may  eem,   will be ignored becau e of

in -ufficient awa.rene c of background information.  uch a central evaluation,

'   ol e  -
analy i , and.

interpretation agency mu t beAre pon 
ible to the chief of

!
ctate, the government, and the militar  leader  that all  ource  of

collecting and obtain121c information have been exhau ted. The agency mu t

al o be recponcible for compo ing a factually correct r icture of the

 ituation from carefully egamined and  crutinized i
.n
formation and for

tiroviding factually correct information for all tho e political and military

top-level agencie , which need cuch information and knowledge or even

an over-all e t3.ma
te of the  ituation for the exerci e of their
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f u  i c t i or_  . l h e r uec i a l r e  _ u
i r e>se.  t   of ce r    a i r.    ol i t i ca l or mi l i t e.r y

t o _  - l ey e l  .E-e :i c  
.e ^ wcu ?ci h

.w e t o   e u bni t t cd t o i 'r e ce :a r a l i nt el l i   e?ic e

e Ee nc ,y a    r equ e  -t   , s z:d t ha t a   ez,cy wou  d  :La]4e ::v e r   e   ': 'or t t o •  r ov i d a

t i. e r c  au.
 
.r ci: i ±  f or•:  a t :    n . 1̀n i   i   L  ,r t _cul sr l y t r u e i : _ t .- e ca   e   of t   .r c e t

  c l e c t i on a: d  :nGl f - i   f or t 'r:e Ear f or c e  dLtr i r   z ea ce  ;    e . For i ti   u   a   e ,

t r e  :i r f cr e s wi l l r_eeC ot :. er d< t E. t han t l7e   r     ,  or 1  r e n=ltiry t o , ul f i l l

t h e z  .   k          -  =-ned b  r i,h e i oi n t :li - h coa ... .r. 
? or t h e c+  i e f of   t a t e . T'r:e

r e  .u i r ez::e.r t  - of t h e ot r!e r   e r v i ce   , :  ot :ev e?  , •,  i
.
l l a l --o o e    i f i e r s r.

t i r om

 t,r o   e c_' t l- e  :_r  :or e s . l:zi t h e ot : e r   ia nc? ,     nc e r.lo   t i nf or ma t l cn  . i l l i 

_
  1  -ed t  %t n e  t 't r ee   e r tri c e   ,  t;r e r e  a 

_
11 n ot b e G.ny di y' = i cu l t y i n   a t i   -

 uch
t" ,     n   . ^ :1  c l   l r e y i.L r e   e n t   .

Th e pr er e   u i  -i t e f or ,
j oi nt Cv   .

l ua t i on , i n t er Nr e t a t i on , and   .zsa
l y   i  

  I ' '
.

y
 
x w-  : A "   .  ;, :  .  ,y.;,

i   ,     r
 c,ev er ,   c l ea   '; n3  u n eq

_
u i v oca l e r L.ed f or c e --  Zi c h cot  -:and 

   -i t h a
 

j o i n t    ene r   .
l t a f f . I t i   r. ece    -ar y   i.a t a l l r.  1  

_
  a r     l e ader   and j e r.er a l

- wel l
i   t c:f ? oz r"'i ce r   b e Ar c ,ua i n t ed wi t  i t i e   i  -r i f i can ce of t he c ol l e ct i on ,

ev e.
l u a t i an ,      t e r : r e t  ,t i on , and ana l v   i   of i nt e l l i g en ce a   we ll a   wi t h

  , 
    ;   ., .,.   .  k .   lt h e   :e t 'r od -- of op er a t i on cF t L

.
 

or   •e,n
i zc t i on . Cml y t :•aa   wi l l t r:ey b e jn

^

? r o•  er l y 0  ̀
a ] o   i t i on t on j tiuig e t h e v   .

l u e a  wor t hl e   r n e     of i r.ci i v   dua l i t Em  of

i r i 'cr ;ri  .
t i on and r e c onna i     s n c e . l he v ar i ou     rr an ch e   of t he i n t e l l i gence

  e r v i c e   n'   he rle t r,od ol og-,  of : v al u a t i on , l nt e r r r et Gt i on , and   .na l y - i  

  
c  u --t b e a Zl-̂ ead    t o t he of f i c e r ca r o.

i da t e i n
 

v er y J en er a l
ti
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^
G 

At t he mi l i t ar y a cac  emy f or gener al   t af f of f i cer cand.i dat e   t hi  

branch of the  ervice muct be dealt with in detail. Thi  i  particular y true

of the intelligence  erv ce of r 
.g
her headquarter , which in wartime have

of - -
to take care not only t  eir own limited ta k  but a1 o have to contribute

^

to the ovdr-all intell igence effort. In thi  connection one might mentjon

the exemplary work done Uy the intelligence officer of % Air Corp  in the

Mediterrane  area. 9nd eQpecially in thi  context it  ee m   ignificant to

point out the i portance of the radio nonitoring and direction-finding

Qer vi c e . Ala.ny t r oop a nd g er e r a l   t a f f of f i c er r i n Wdr l d War I I had n o i de a

_ . _ _ _
of t h e p o,

t ent i al 3t i e   of t h e l a t t er t wo   e r v i ce   . The of f i ce r   of a l l t hr ee

  -" - - - '

nervice   houlr be fu11y acquainted with theoe two media -- they mun 

know how to u e them  a  they uce bre8d for their daily meal . The more a

future war will be a war of the air waveQ, the more the knowledge of thia

branch will become ^art of the daily routine of higher, intermediate  and

'
 

al o lawer headquarter . Obviou ly, radfo monitoring agencie  will be integrated

into the organizationa.
l  tructure of every comman d . It cannot be admitted

that treae important cource  of information became  eparate organiaational

entitie  --  uch a  the radio monitoring  ex  ice of the Luftwaffe ia World

War II -- and that it be left to the per onal intitiative of individual

commander  and headqusrter  t© produce intererting re ultQ.
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..  w ... .

.
  s t  aa  t he ;aal e   t i on of t he  }aead a P' t he orgaai zat i oz b  ;a  :

,ao  fir      c  ai   t   a i
. ,
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-

. -
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, ri rit  en  it in the ri ht  lace4. ,

There have been  ome  ugge tion  and inititial -tep  toward centralizetion

of the a
_n
telligence effort in Gerrnany. The previou ly mentioned  ̀tudy Bht1U,

which wa  concerned with operation  again t Great britain and containe3

information for  uch an evantuality  produced  hortly before the war, wac

f or i n   t anc e a ecm poni t e e f f or t of a l l mi l i t ar y , t echn i cal   economi c , and

other civilian ,agenc
ie .  ince the e a _enciec were tre beat qualified to

provide contribution  for  uch a  tudy, thi^ wa  the be -t ever ;:roduced

i n t he f i e l
.
d of i nt e l l i g ence ev al uat i on , i nt e i •pr et at i on , and anna l y c i ^.

 

Dur i ng t he cour ce of t he war , t he Chi ef of t he 5t h Di v i   i on of t he Luf t -

waffe General t'taff  ugge ted that evaluation be concentrated within one

 in ' armed force  agency; the Counteriutelligence Uffice of the Armed

For c e   ri i gh Command al   o ma,
de pl ent y of   ug   e   t i on   f or mor e a  nr oDri at e

.

 olution . But all there remained without re -ult becau e the  unrerne

 
  Bo zmand a?ency lnc ed   proper under -tanding or -- what  eem  more '

probable -- becau e there wa  a lack of confiaence in  uch ax  armed forcec

ag eney , t he chi e f ob  ec t i on be in .g
t hat i t woul

.d not f l:nct i on a   de   i r ed .

The corre ponding order  were therefore never i - ued . Hitler preferred to

obtain hi  ir,formation from a var ety of rource   ard in ro doing he  elected

t he v er   3on he I i k ed be  -t . The u.n
i f i c at i on of t he i nt e l l i genc e c ol l ec t i on

of t he   ed For ce   Hi
.g

h Co  and and t hc r t =  at   - r i c ier he i t rdi e n   t (   ?i - -

  t at e Gecur i t y   erv i c e )
, wh i ch wa   car r i ed out a   of 1 i Iay 191,1}, under t he

Chi e f of t he
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4D wa  not the type oz"  olution  ug e ted in thin context. Rather it

wa • a rever al of a meanin :f al orgGn .za
tion,   nce the ca lection of

V N

i nf oi- na t i on , t ha t i q t o eGy t h©   e cr et ;ui l i t a_ :  i n t e l l i gen ce Qer vi c e ,

wa  put under the tutelage of the polics.

Gn e of t h e b a e i c Pr i n c i - l e c l e  s n ed t, r om t he c our " e of Wor l d W I I

w c  t h a t t he i n t  : l ? i g enc e   er v i c e - - e c l   ec t i on   :  wel l a " ev a l ua t i on ,

_ _ r
.  V

i nt er p r e t a t i on , and an a l y   i   - ,- mu   t b ;   i v en   t ead i l y i n e r ea 4i ng i Tapor t an c e

i n t h e c ondu ct of op er a t i on 4 i n t h e age oi g i ob  .
l   rar f a r e . For t he empl o;-me nt

of a i r f or ce   ar d f or   .   ra r wi t h i n t er c ont i nent a l n i     i l e   t he ent i r e
 

- -
 tructure of all potential enemv countrie  ha  to be  tudied in  reate t

d et a i l , hny i. eg l ec t i n t h i -   ph er e j•rz l l hav e t h e c on   ea,u en c e t ha t t h e f i r   t

decieive blow  fGil to hit their targetc -- a  :i t .
ke which cannot  ubQequently

be corrected.

rinally, P rroperl, y concei.ve
d intelli ence  ervice i  not only a pre-

- r

  nas at i on   'or t h e empl o rmen t of weapon   i n war t , rse 'r_  u
t a14o a pea ce t i me

mea.n  of eh eek in g on o     own po   i t i cn an d on occa   i on a mean   of r e rs ndi ng

_ _
•
_

o neQel f not t o t ak e a t hr ea t of war t oo   e r i
.ou   l y . I f Hi t l e r 'na d pr oper l y

u   ed and t   .
:  en i nt o aer i ou   con . i d er A.

t i on t r e i nf or r.ia t i on pr o3u c ed by t h e

mi l i t ar  ,T i n t el l i gen c e   er v i c e - - t hi " i   wh a t   . cor r F-•ct ar.a i
tiy  -i   of a ca r e-

f ul pi Sl U  t l on of t h e en emg   i t u a t i or_ an 
.

h i     o t ent i a l i t i e , de Qer v e a - -

-" made
h e cma l d n ot   o     i b l  r h.3v e ^

  t h e pol i t i ca l ar d i n war t i me mi l
.
i t a r y

J
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  d e c i   i on    Lz a t he a c t u a l l y ma.
d
.e . r 3   i n c l i

.n a t i on t owGr d i   nor i n  t h e

i r.L
 'Qr ma t i orl f r om n i l i t 2.r ;  _nt e l Zi   ,en ce ^ou= c e   or ev en t owar d 3 ec l a r   r_g t her 

a b   ol ut e l y wr ong ar:d i nt e r pr et i n    t h em i n   u ch a mann er t l-la t t h ey cu i t ed 'ni  

i n t exl t i on   , f zn a l l y l ed t o m  y wr onE de c i ^i on   t ha t i n t ur n br ough t ab ou t

t h e def eut a?Zr l o^ ^ of t h e war . }:i 4 t ot a l l y wr ong dec i   i on c i n t h e f i e l d

o f a i r a -r mt,ment and t h e ern nl ovmen t of t h e a i r f or c e a ^ a t a c t i ca l   u p^ or t

f or ce of t h e gr ound t r oop ^ may be a t t r i but ed t o t h i Q f a ct or . l f he had

  r oper   y con   i d er ed t he i r f or ma t i on f r om t h e v PS l o .l   i n t e ll i Eenc e ^ou.  ce   ,

h e    ou l d not hav e f e l t t e,-  p t ed t owar d a rL l i t azy adr ent u r e a t a t i me wh en t h e

    -
German  rmed Force  were  till in the m,_d t of treir buildup. A  the mo t

r oti rer f u l a nd mo   t ef f e ct i v e e l emen t of a mod er n mi
.
l i t a r    f or c e , t he Iu f t waf f e

^ho zld never h .ve
been ar anized only a  tactica? auxiliary arm with limited

i ndu   t r i a l and   r :a npower r e caur c e - f or i t - f a t u r e d ev e l op nent . h i t l e r

^hculd h . e
ta en 3nto account the information on development4  n foreign

  c ount r i e   azzd   h o .  l d hav e   r ov i ded t h e   r o3u ct i on   .n
d op er a t i ona l f a c i l i t i e  

f r om t h e out ^e t - o t ha t t h e Lu f t ka f f e wo,.
il

.
d hzv e had t h e nean   t o ma i n t a i n

it  ûperiority over all potential adver arie^.  : tur.  
11y, Hitler alone wa 

not at fault -- hi  acco:nplicec are zll tho e whc ]  ew the  ituation abraad

and wer e awar e of t he  -e d ev e l orna ent c and who d i
_
d n ot :  ave t h e cou r a   e t o

ex^re   their opinion  with ihe nece^ âry
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emphaQic; nobod,y can relieve them of thi  reapon ibility.

In conclduir  one murt  tate that it proved to be a fatal mi take to

; stop or neglect the intelligence effort vic-a-vi  certain couxrtrie  --

- alliec not to be 3  excluded -- becau e of poL3.
tical conQideration .

The neglect and temporary  toppage of the intelligence collection effort

in Great Britain and the United  tate  and the interdiction to ca  y out

' collection activities in Italy led to di a trou  micconclu ion  that

could not pogQibl r be corrected during the war.

i Iodern warf ar e i   not ent i re hp f ought by ar  i e r - - i t i   a   t r u  gl e
 

 r   ' ' -

,
between nati©n  and ideologiea and perhap  a  truggle between entire

  - -
continent . All reaourcesenter 3

.n
to the  truggle and are uced to defeat

_ ., .. _ ..  ,
the enem3r and to qurvive. The ba4ic prerequieite  for thia 4truggle are

i _ ,  .
created in peacetine by appropriate develooment  in armamente and b y

  - - - V v L+

- rotective mea ure  cuited to  afeguard one   own pe
_
opleq_

and
_
re ource4.

.
      m

_
a
 

_
 ̀ !   G.C  r    - ?     --  ,n L   -

b ' - _ 
The neee  ary proportion  correapond to he 

,
Onl.y a univereal 

i nt el l i gence   erv i ce wi t hout gap4 can   ?  pr ov isl e   at i   f act or *  

. 

coverage. The intelligence aervice therfore a  une  even in peacetime

a deci ivs role in winning any future war or -- if one want  to  ay Qo --

in pre enting  uch a war.
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